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Welcome to the May 2016 edition of the Forage and
Livestock eNews! Do you know a young person with an
interest in photography or art? The Commission for
Environmental Cooperation (CEC) is holding a photo
contest to showcase landscapes or seascapes and to
highlight the importance of conserving, protecting and
enhancing

natural

landscapes.

Additionally,

Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan (Sask
PCAP) has brought back the Native Prairie Appreciation
Week Poster Contest for youth to show off their talents
while portraying their favourite native prairie scenes.
Deadline for entries to both these contests in June 1 so
check out the photo contest or poster contest posters
now to find out more!
This month's edition of the eNews includes articles on
upcoming

summer

events,

an

update

from

the

Saskatchewan Forage Network, thoughts about soil
health and more!
Please feel free to forward the eNews on to others you
think may be interested in forage and livestock industry

Quick Links

updates -signing up is as easy as clicking the 'Join Our

Saskatchewan Forage Council
Forage Industry News

Mailing List!' on the left. We always appreciate your
feedback, event listings or article suggestions.

Upcoming Events

Your Forage and Livestock eNews
Editor,
Laura Hoimyr

SFC Annual General Meeting and Forage Plot Tour
Saskatchewan Forage Council event
Join the SFC for our 18th Annual Meeting and Tour on July 26!
This year's event will be held in conjunction with the Saskatchewan Forage
Seed Development Commission's (SFSDC) Forage Crop Summer Field
Tour. The tour will be hosted by the University of Saskatchewan Crop
Development Centre.
Tour the Kernen Research Farm and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
Research Farm, hear updates on the SFC's activities at the AGM, followed by presentation of the
Forage Industry Innovation Award. This award was developed by the Saskatchewan Forage
Council in 2008 to acknowledge exemplary innovation, leadership, service and stewardship in
Saskatchewan's forage industry by producers, land managers, agency staff and researchers.
Registration is free and refreshments are provided. Please pre-register with the Saskatchewan
Forage Council: office@saskforage.ca or 306.329.3116.
To learn more about the Forage Industry Innovation Award, click here.
To view the event poster, click here.
Top of Page

Understanding and Improving Soil Health with Jill Clapperton
By: Debra Murphy

Reprinted with permission from Real Agriculture
I had hoped to get this interview out on Friday, as a celebration (as you'll hear) of Earth Day and
National Soil Conservation Week in our country. As unfortunate circumstances would have it,
work piled up, and eventually the weekend (whatever that is) knocked on the office door.
My original intent behind interviewing Jill Clapperton, principal scientist and co-founder of
Rhizoterra, was to touch on a few phrases she used when speaking at the Canadian Forage and
Grasslands Association conference late last year.
Clapperton emphasized the importance of soil by discussing the complex interactions that occur
within. The mycorrhizal network is one of science's most recent discoveries in plant
communication. Plants can use the network, made up of fungal mycelia, to exchange nutrients
and chemical signals. In other words, plants are using an underground network of fungi to help (or
hinder) their counterparts, and in some cases, even communicate changes to their environment.
And all of this is supported by healthy soil.
It's actually pretty unbelievable.
Clapperton spoke of the soil as a living system, which
relies on organisms like bacteria, the aforementioned
fungi, microfauna, earthworms and mites to maintain
health.
"You need to have a living soil in order to have the
structure that gives you aeration that works with
climate change and carbon sequestration," she said.
"You need the soil organisms to recycle everything."
In order to promote complex relationships in the soil, Clapperton suggests adding diversity to
crop rotations, like: adding forages to the mix, planting companion crops, and cover crops. She
also largely emphasized the use of legumes in crop rotations, explaining that they contribute
nitrogen and also help drive carbon conversion.
And, she said, we need to do more research into integrated livestock grazing, which brings
farmers and ranchers together so that even in a system of cash crops, there is an annual grazing
cycle included as part of the rotation.
The main factor holding us back from improving soil health right now?
Our mindsets.
Click here to read the article on Real Agriculture and to listen to Debra's interview in which Jill

Clapperton answers questions around: our ever-growing knowledge of the soil, exudates leaking
from roots, and improving soil health.
Image credit: USDA-NRCS Soil Health Info Graphic Series
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Canadian Forage and Grassland Association (CFGA) Conference
Preliminary Program

The preliminary program is now available for the 7th Annual CFGA Conference, Grass and
Green in 2016. The conference will be held November 15-17 in Winnipeg, Manitoba in
association with the Manitoba Forage and Grassland Association. This year's theme will
recognize the important role of Canadian forage and grassland managers in their provision of
significant environmental and economic benefits for Canadians from coast to coast. Click here to
view the preliminary program.
Call for Posters
The Conference Organizing Committee invites the submission of 300-word abstracts of Student
Poster Presentations addressing topic areas being addressed during the conference. 300-word
abstracts are to be submitted by email to the Conference Coordinator before September 15,
2016.
Early Registration
The deadline for early registration in September 30, 2016. Save $75 on registration fees by
registering early! To find out more, click here.
Everything you need to know can be found on the conference website!
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Update from the Saskatchewan Forage Network
"The value in creating conversations"
Janice Bruynooghe, MSc PAg SK Forage Network Coordinator
Entering the third and final year of the current funding cycle, the Saskatchewan Forage Network
provides the following update on activities and accomplishments to date. In addition an emphasis
is placed upon the future as the Network strives to maintain and expand these collaborative
industry actions.
Formally initiated in November 2012 through the efforts of a group of industry partners with
establishment made possible through a project administered by the Saskatchewan Forage
Council, the concept of the Saskatchewan Forage Network was many years in the making.

Discussions and brainstorming sessions started long before day one to create a model for
industry collaboration, cooperation and communication. And that is exactly what has been
accomplished and where the Network is today!
With a vision to grow the forage and livestock industry's future for producer profitability a very
active and engaged steering committee* was established. A Coordinator was hired and the
Network got to work sharing information, creating dialogue and 'getting things done'.
Through the leadership of the Network Coordinator and participation of the organizations who
have committed to this initiative a number of significant outcomes and successes have been
accomplished:
creation and delivery of the Saskatchewan Forage Network Graduate Student Awards
providing industry financial support to post-secondary graduate students.
development of an overarching research priority list allowing for direct feedback to foragefocused projects funded through numerous funding agencies across western Canada
including government and industry.
dedicated leadership and targeted emphasis on the need for increased forage research
capacity and infrastructure.
the Network played a critical role in providing industry leadership resulting in
the June 2013 announcement of the Saskatchewan Agriculture funded Strategic Research
Program (SRP) Forage Breeding Chair at the University of Saskatchewan.
To read the full, report including expanded details of the bullet points above, contact information
for comments, questions and feedback and much more, click here to open the pdf.
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SFSDC Research Plans for 2016
Saskatchewan Forage Seed Development Commission
by: Ray McVicar, executive director
The Saskatchewan Forage Seed Development Commission's top goal is to enhance yields and
economic returns for our levy payers. We have taken steps to expand our research program this
year with that goal in mind.

SFSDC

is

working

with

the

Northeast

Agriculture Research Foundation (NARF) again
in 2016 to carry out an ambitious forage seed
research program. This work will be done at the
NARF research site on the Agriculture and AgriFood Canada Research Farm south of Melfort,
SK. SFSDC is funding the following projects at
NARF in 2016:
The Minor Use herbicide screening
program will continue with a number of
herbicide treatments on established red, alsike and sweet clovers. Data from past SFSDC
funded minor use herbicide tests has already been included in numerous minor use
submissions;
Plant Growth Regulators (PGRs) are of interest to our growers and a significant program
will be started this year to test the effectiveness of PGRs on established red, alsike and
sweet clovers in northeastern Saskatchewan;
The 2014-2015 project on meadow bromegrass alternate row / companion crop seeding
wrapped up in the fall of 2015. We will be maintaining the established meadow bromegrass
plots from that study in 2016 to see if there are any 2nd year seed yield effects. 2016 seed
yield results and an economic analysis will be available; and
Red, alsike and sweet clover crops will be planted in 2016 for research on these
established
crops in 2017
Also at NARF, Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture's Agricultural Demonstration of Practices
and Technologies (ADOPT) program is funding:
Evaluating the Placement of Companion Crops in Forage Seed Production;
Evaluating the use of Direct Seeding and Pre-Seeding Cultivation in Forage Seed Crop
Establishment; and
Management Options to Control Lesser Clover Leaf Weevil in Red Clover.
SFSDC is providing two-year funding for Dr. Bill Biligetu's plant breeding project at the University
of Saskatchewan to develop new sainfoin lines with improved forage characteristics and stand
persistence under Saskatchewan conditions.
The Saskatchewan Forage Network has been in operation for three years. The Network
combines the resources of a number of grower organizations, including SFSDC, to support
forage research projects at the Masters and PhD level. To date, funding for six projects has been
granted in areas including perennial native legumes, greenfeed production, introducing bloat-free
legumes into pastures, improving crested wheatgrass, new sainfoin lines, and digestible fibre in
high production dairy cattle.
For the second year, the Weed Management Program with the University of Saskatchewan has
been contracted by SFSDC to carry out herbicide screening research. Herbicides will be applied

on established sweet clover, sainfoin, cicer milkvetch, slender wheatgrass, hybrid bromegrass
and timothy.
The Weed Management Program will also be looking at PGRs in 2016. A number of rates and
timings of a PGR will be applied on established sweet clover to see how the product performs in
the Saskatoon region.
Thank you to DLF Pickseed Canada, BASF Canada, Bayer CropScience, BrettYoung, Dow
Agrosciences, DuPont Canada, Syngenta Canada and Saskatchewan Agriculture for their
continuing support of the forage seed industry.
For more information about current and past research projects, please check out the SFSDC
website at: www.skforageseeddc.com and look under Research.
A number of these projects will be viewed this summer at our field tours. The NARF tour will be
on July 20, 2016 and the tour at the U of S in Saskatoon will be on July 26, 2016. Look on the
SFSDC or Saskatchewan Forage Council websites for more details.
Image: Minor use plots at NARF Sept 2015
Image Credit: SFSDC
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Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association (SSGA) AGM and
Convention
The Saskatchewan Stock Growers are holding the 103rd SSGA AGM and Convention June 13
and 14, 2016 in Regina. Prior to the Convention, don't miss the chance to also attend Different,
Not Less - An Evening with Temple Grandin on June 12th from 6-8 PM at the Conexus Arts
Centre in Regina, presented by the Austism Resource Centre (ARC) and the SSGA.

Find out more information or register online now to attend this event by visiting the SSGA
website.
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Agricultural Youth Green Jobs Initiative
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada Initiative
The Agricultural Youth Green Jobs Initiative will help fund internships for post-secondary
graduates working in the agriculture industry. These internships would include activities or
projects that benefit the environment. Please note that this is not a summer employment
program.
Funding is available through the following two streams:
1. Green Farms Stream: Farm operators could receive up to a maximum of $10,000 per intern to
implement projects that are environmentally beneficial.
2. Green Internships Stream: Employers in the agricultural sector but not directly on farm could
receive up to a maximum of $16,000 per intern to undertake environmental activities, services or
research that will benefit the agriculture sector.
Visit the AAFC website to learn more.
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A Good Bale Begins with a Good Windrow
New Holland Agriculture

The first step to building a good bale begins with building a
good windrow, and the first step to building a good windrow
starts with a good rake. Choosing a quality, durable rake for
your operation will help to insure high quality forage by
allowing for more even drying and less dirt in your bales.
Rotary rakes provide clean, precise raking with gentle rotations to allow for better leaf retention.
Choose from single or double rotor configurations, and side or center delivery, to create the rotary
rake solution that works for your operation. Wheel rakes may be the best choice when speed,
capacity, and dependability are of the highest importance. Make sure to choose a manufacturer
that provides floating wheels and durable tines so the rake takes less damage as you are moving
through your fields. Some manufacturers also offer optional center kicker wheels to turn the hay
as you rake.
Of course, other rake options also exist in the marketplace, such as trailing and heavy-duty
rakes, etc. Before you buy your next rake, be sure to do your research on options and work with
your equipment dealer to find a solution that is right for your operation.
Get details at www.newholland.com or from your local New Holland dealer.
Image Source: Holly Fritz, New Holland Agriculture
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Ducks Unlimited Forage Program
Ducks Unlimited and Crop Production Services are offering an incentive program for producers in
Saskatchewan, Alberta and Manitoba wishing to convert cultivated crop acres to forages.
Producers will be asked to keep land in forage production for ten years.
Read the Western Producer article Ducks Unlimited to convert 40,000 acres to forage or visit the
ducks.ca website to read more.
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Saskatchewan Forage Council Featured Project...
Trace Mineral Status of Saskatchewan Pastures
"The most notable effect on trace mineral content of forages sampled during this project was
that of season (spring vs fall) across all soil zones and all forage types (both tame and
native species). Results from this study suggest that the mineral program for grazing beef cattle
should be varied from spring to fall with variations in both macro and micro minerals made to
properly supplement minerals in the required amounts throughout the seasons."

This project was supported by the Agriculture Development Fund
(ADF) initiative under the Canada-Saskatchewan Growing Forward bilateral agreement. Project partners were the Western Beef
Development Centre, University of Saskatchewan and the
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture.
To view the Saskatchewan Forage Council's ongoing and completed
projects, click here.
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Upcoming Events
_____________________________________________________________________________
Different, Not Less-An Evening with Dr. Temple Grandin
June 12, 2016
Regina, SK
Presented by the Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association and the Autism Resource Centre,
plan to attend this evening at the Conexus Arts Centre. Tickets start at $30 and are available
through the Arts Centre box office.
To view the poster, click here.
______________________________________________________________________________
Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association (SSGA) AGM and Convention
June 13-14, 2016
Regina, SK
The 103rd annual SSGA AGM and Convention will take place at Conexus Arts Centre in Regina,
SK on June 13 & 14. The theme of the Convention is "Charting the Course". Online registration is
now open! Don't miss the chance to catch up on news and research from the industry.
To learn more, visit the SSGA website.
_________________________________________________________________________
Western Canadian Farm Progress Show
June 15-17, 2016
Regina, SK
What's the secret to success for this popular event? No secret. Just a proven track record for
staying on top of economic shifts, changing demographics, emerging issues and advances in
technology in a fast-moving industry. Successful farms are cutting edge, so is Canada's Farm
Progress Show.
To learn more about the Farm Progress Show, visit their website.
_____________________________________________________________________________
NPAW 2016
June 16 and 17, 2016
Maple Creek and Cypress Hills, SK

This meeting and field tour held in conjunction with Saskatchewan 's Native Prairie Appreciation
Week (NPAW) and will begin in Maple Creek, SK and include a tour in Cypress Hills
Interprovincial
Park. local producer tour and much more.
To view the poster, click here. Watch for upcoming details at visit the SK PCAP website.
_____________________________________________________________________________
SaskOutdoors Spring Camp
June 17-19, 2016
Cypress Hills, SK
This event takes place alongside the PCAP Annual NPAW meeting and tour. Join us for a
weekend of canoeing, geocaching, hiking, night games, campfires and adventure in the beautiful
Cypress Hills!
To view the poster, click here. For more information contact Madeleine Bemrose at
maddiebemrose@gmail.com.
_____________________________________________________________________________
International Rangeland Congress 2016
July 17-22, 2016
Saskatoon, SK
The future management of grazing lands in a high-tech world. Plan to join us!
Event Registration is now open! Click here to register online today.
For more information, go to www.irc2016canada.ca.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Saskatchewan Forage Council Annual Meeting and Tour
July 26, 2016
near Saskatoon, SK
This year's event will be held in conjunction with the Saskatchewan Forage Seed Development
Commission's forage crop summer field tour. The tour will be hosted by the U of S Crop
Development Centre. Plan to join the tour, attend the AGM and presentation of the Forage
Industry Innovation Award.
Registration is free. Please pre-register with the SFC at office@saskforage.ca.
For more information, click here to view the event poster.
______________________________________________________________________________
2016 Saskatchewan Pasture Tour
August 4, 2016
Harris, SK
Save the date for this one day, producer-focused tour. Attendees will have the opportunity to hear
directly from forage producers, researchers and extension staff. This year's tour will include bale
grazing, pasture rejuvenation, plant ID, annual forage cocktail mixtures and more.
To view the announcement poster, click here.
Stay tuned to the SFC website for updates or contact the SFC at 306.329.3116 or
office@saskforage.ca.
_______________________________________________________________________________
Canadian Beef Industry Conference

August 9-11, 2016
Calgary, AB
This inaugural Canadian Beef Industry Conference is set for August 2016. All beef industry
stakeholders share a common goal of taking steps to enhance the productivity, profitability and
competitiveness of the various sectors within the industry. Supporting the National Beef Strategy,
the conference provides a forum for industry engagement and learning opportunities across the
beef supply chain.
To learn more, visit the website.
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Saskatchewan Forage Council Membership
Be Sure Your Voice in the Forage Industry Counts!
Incorporated under The Co-operatives Act, a membership fee for the SFC is a one-time
cost of $25.00;
The SFC has worked in the province on behalf of ALL forage industry stakeholders (and
that's a very extensive and diverse group) for more than 20 years;
If you are involved with production, management, protection, harvesting, storage, utilization
or marketing of forage products, the SFC wants your involvement and input;
The SFC is committed to placing a focus and awareness on the importance of forages in
our province.
The SFC at a glance...
With a mandate to enhance the province's forage and grassland industry, the
Saskatchewan Forage Council (SFC) strives to partner with all sectors of the
industry - producers, industry organizations and companies, government and
university.
Formed in 1988, our objectives are focused on the development and
dissemination of information related to the production and utilization of all
forage resources, prioritization of forage research and collaboration with
governments to develop and implement effective policies and programs as they relate to forage
production and marketing.
To learn more about becoming a member Click Here.
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Forage and Livestock eNews is published by the Saskatchewan Forage Council
(SFC). Opinions and information are provided by the authors and publication does not
imply endorsement by the SFC.
Financial support for the Forage and Livestock eNews
has been provided in part by one of our partners,
the Saskatchewan Forage Seed Development Commission.

We welcome questions about article submission or to find out more about sponsorship,
please contact the Saskatchewan Forage Council at:
Email: office@saskforage.ca
Phone: 306.329.3116

The Saskatchewan Forage Council Gratefully Acknowledges funding
for our 'Facilitating Forage Initiatives in Saskatchewan' project through the
Saskatchewan Cattlemen's Association
Saskatchewan Beef Industry Development Fund:

The Saskatchewan Forage Council
recognizes our Annual Supporters:

