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As the forage industry looks ahead to the new year, a
useful planning tool is the SFC's Forage Market Price
Survey which provides a synopsis of conditions, prices
and forage supplies in the past year as well as a look
forward to the new year. The January 2016 Market Price
Survey is now available. Read the article below for a
brief summary and click the links in the article to find out
more.
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January 2016 Forage Market Price Report
Saskatchewan Forage Council Report
By: Tara Davidson
A Snapshot of the Situation in Saskatchewan as at January 20, 2016
In the previous fall of 2015, forage prices in Saskatchewan rose dramatically due to cool and
dry conditions which significantly hampered yields. Early concerns were somewhat alleviated,
however, when late summer and fall rains fell and the Prairies experienced mild temperatures.
Several annual crops were diverted into greendfeed which also reduced pressure on perennial
forage supplies. As well, the extended fall season caused many producers to take a second
cut of forage. In some cases, producer did risk the chance of winterkill in their stands. The mild
fall and winter weather also allowed livestock producers to graze long into the winter in many
parts of the province, thus reducing their reliance on stored forage.
Prices generally softened as the fall and winter continued, compared with the values previously
reported in September of 2015. One exception was straw, which increased in value from the
reported fall price. January 2016 prices were higher for every forage category compared to
prices reported the previous year in 2015
Forage Outlook for Saskatchewan
The 2016 Grasshopper Forecast map released by the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture in
October of 2015 showed that there is a low risk for grasshoppers across much of the province
with the exception of two pockets near Meadow Lake and Big River. In southeast and east
central Saskatchewan there is some concern about alfalfa weevils. Conditions in 2015-16 are
reportedly similar as past years that had heavy weevil infestations, so weevil activity will
continue to be monitored going forward.
The moisture outlook for Saskatchewan in the fall of 2015 indicated that most of the province
had adequate moisture. This will give forage crops a good start in the 2016 growing season.
The adequate topsoil moisture may also bode well for producers who plan on seeding tame

forage that they postponed planting in 2015.
Across most regions of Saskatchewan, it was reported that producers would have adequate
forage for the 2015-16 winter, however many suggest that there will not be a large surplus on
hand at the beginning of this growing season. Concern over supply and availability as well as
the threat of drought in the neighbouring U.S. and Alberta also may play a factor in forage
demand and resulting prices in the coming season.
To read the synopsis of the report, including forage price and yield tables, click here.
To view the full report, click here.
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SFSDC Companion Crop/Alternate Row Seeding Project final
report
Saskatchewan Forage Seed Development Commission (SFSDC) Project Update
by: Ray McVicar, SFSDC Executive Director
The ADOPT funded project on the use of alternate row seeding of forage seed crops is now
complete. The project was carried out by the Northeast Agriculture Research Foundation
(NARF) at the Melfort Research Station.
In spring 2014, meadow bromegrass and perennial ryegrass were planted with a double shoot
airseeder in the following ways: without a companion crop in 9" rows, without a companion
crop in 18" rows, in the same rows with Unity VB wheat as the companion crop, and in
alternate rows with Unity VB wheat. Unity VB wheat was also planted alone in 9" rows and 18"
rows.
Plant density was recorded at three weeks after emergence. Wheat, weed and forage crop
biomass and wheat grain yield was recorded at the harvest stage of the wheat. First year
results showed that planting the forage seed crop with the wheat companion crop in alternative
rows improved forage establishment and reduced weed competition as compared to planting
the forage crop in the same row as wheat or planting it alone.
Fertilizer was applied to the forage seed plots in the fall of 2014.
In spring 2015, Invigor L140P canola was planted in 9" rows in the plots where wheat alone
was planted in 2014. Perennial ryegrass suffered extensive winter kill and ratings were not
available. Meadow bromegrass seed and canola were harvested as well as meadow
bromegrass forage fall regrowth.
Meadow bromegrass seed yields were much higher when the crop was planted without the
companion crop. Seed yields of meadow bromegrass were somewhat higher when planted in
alternate rows when compared to planting in the same row as wheat. An economic analysis
showed that Return over Variable Expenses per acre were much higher where meadow

bromegrass was planted with no companion crop. Returns were slightly higher where meadow
bromegrass was planted in alternate rows with wheat as compared to when planted in the
same row as wheat or when a wheat / canola rotation was used.

Thank you to Saskatchewan Agriculture for funding this project. Thank you to DLF Pickseed,
Dow Agrosciences, and Bayer CropScience for supplying seed and herbicides. Special thanks
to Clayton Myhre, Al Foster, Stu Brandt, Brett Mollison and the crew at NARF and Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada, Melfort for their advice, expertise, time and efforts to carry out this
project.
For more information on the methodology, results and the economic analysis, please see the
full project report on the SFSDC website at www.skforageseeddc.com and look under:
Research- Past Research.
Image: Meadow Bromegrass/wheat stubble alternate rows June 2015
Source: SFSDC
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Prairie Conservation Award Winners from across Western Canada
announced at a major Prairie and Species at Risk Conference
Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan (SK PCAP) media advisory
The Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan (SK PCAP) hosted the Prairie Conservation and
Endangered Species Conference in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan at the Saskatoon Inn on February 17 and
18, 2016. Given the diverse stakeholders, impacts, challenges and successes that take place on the
prairie landscape, the theme of the conference was "Prairie - It's a Happening Place!"

In addition to exploring challenges, the conference also celebrated the many achievements that take place
on the landscape, with the Prairie Conservation Awards. The awards, which are granted to recipients from
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba once every three years, are awarded to individuals who have made
significant long-term contributions to native prairie habitat or species at risk conservation. Those honoured
at the 2016 Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species awards banquet include the Ross Ranch,
representing Alberta; Peggy Westhorpe, from Manitoba, and Luc Delanoy, of Saskatchewan. "It was a
heck of a good career," said Delanoy, who recently retired from the Meewasin Valley Authority. Delanoy
became well known for his effective invasive weed control and prescribed burning practices, as well as his
dedication to field work. "Keep up the good work," Delanoy said to his conservation colleagues. "I'm one
hundred per cent behind you."
To view the full article, click here.
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Forage Peas in Mixture with Cereals for Greenfeed Production
Saskatchewan Forage Council ADOPT Project Completed
The Saskatchewan Forage Council and project partners have completed this
demonstration to assess and demonstrate the yield and forage value of pea/cereal
mixtures in comparison to monocultures of oats, barley and peas across the soil zones
in Saskatchewan.
Thirteen treatments at each site included pea, barley and oat monocultures as well as
pea/barley and pea/oat mixtures at two different seeding rates. Project sites were
located at Swift Current, Scott, Melfort and Yorkton, SK. The highest overall yielding
mixture was Haymaker oats at 30% of full
seeding rate and CDC Horizon pea at 100% of
full seeding rate. In contrast the lowest yielding
forage treatment was CDC Horizon pea
seeded without a cereal crop. Regional
differences in yield were noted. Soil zone,
growing conditions, protein requirements of
livestock and cost should all be considered
when

selecting

forages

for

greenfeed

production.
This project was supported by the Agricultural
Demonstration of Practices and Technologies
(ADOPT)

initiative

under

the

Canada-

Saskatchewan Growing Forward bi-lateral
agreement.

Saskatchewan

Ministry

of

Agriculture Forage Specialists partnered on this project to oversee the demonstration

sites. The SFC would like to thank Denis Lueke of One Oak Farms (Humboldt, SK)
and Scott and Shawn Fraser (Pambrun, SK) for donating seed for the project. Thank
you to the research farms for their excellent work at the demonstration sites:Wheatland
Conservation Area (Swift Current, Northeast Agriculture Research Foundation (Melfort,
SK), East Central Research Foundation (Yorkton, SK), and Western Applied Research
Corporation (Scott, SK).
To view the full project report, click here.
Image: Maverick Barley (50% seeding rate) and Horizon Peas (50% seeding rate) at Melfort
site, August 2015.
Source: Brett Mollison, AAFC/Northeast Agriculture Research Foundation
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Cellular RTK Correction Signal
New Holland Agriculture
With the introduction of PLM™ RTK+, New Holland is the
first major original equipment manufacturer to offer a
proprietary cellular RTK correction network. PLM RTK+
provides a cellular-delivered RTK correction signal, and is
available to producers in the United States and Canada
through a subscription at participating New Holland
dealers.
For

producers

who

depend

on

precision

farming

technology, the new
PLM RTK+ offers a number of benefits. The signal is available and consistent with sub-inch accuracy
anywhere within the network. There are no line shifts between bases as with traditional single base or
stand-alone stations. And, there are no line-of-sight limitations that occur with radio correction. Trees,
valleys, hills, buildings and other obstructions are not a problem.
To learn more, navigate to the New Holland website.
Images: New Holland tractor in field
Source: New Holland Agriculture
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Checking in with the Livestock and Forage Centre of Excellence
By: Shirley Byers
Reprinted with permission from Saskatchewan's Cattlemen's Connection
IT'S ONE THING for the university to build facilities," says Professor John McKinnon, Saskatchewan
Beef Industry Chair,"but the Livestock and Forage Centre of Excellence, to be built with industry and the
federal and provincial governments, shows the commitment for generating research and technology the
industry can utilize as well as for training university graduates to serve the industry."

The Saskatchewan Cattlemen's Association will contribute $1 million over five years to the construction of
the Livestock and Forage Centre of Excellence. Final cost of the facility is estimated at $25 million. The
Federal and Provincial governments kicked in $10 million in funding for the Centre under Growing Forward
2 and the University of Saskatchewan has committed $10 million as well as providing the land.
The state of the art research facility will be based in two locations, both easily accessible from the
University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. It will consist of a Beef Cattle Research and Teaching Unit
near Clavet and the Forage and Cow-Calf Research and Teaching Unit at the Western College of
Veterinary Medicine's existing research farm near Floral, Saskatchewan. The Clavet side of the project is
fairly well advanced in terms of its planning, says McKinnon. "Engineers' drawings for conceptual designs
have been completed for a few years, as have detailed costing estimates and research plans for use of
the facility.
Once initial environmental work has been done, construction should start in the spring. "The Clavet
facility's focus is the intensive side of beef production. Its resources will be used to look at research
questions facing the management and operation of backgrounding and finishing operations as well as very
intensive metabolic and physiology studies." McKinnon says the Floral site's emphasis will be on herd
health and reproductive management as well as the cow/calf forage interface, balancing the intensive
emphasis at Clavet.

The existing facility at Floral has been managed by the Western College of

Veterinary Medicine while cow-calf forage research is currently managed at the Western Beef
Development Centre at Termuende Research Ranch near Lanigan. Potentially, cows from Termuende will
be transferred to the new facility at Floral, and the work of the WBDC will be transferred to the Floral site.
Why was a new centre needed? The current beef cattle research site at Saskatoon was built around 1963
and has not changed appreciably since then, says McKinnon. "There are numerous feedlots across
Western Canada that probably have greater technology in terms of cattle handling and management than
we do. It's challenging to provide current and up-to-date information for the industry to use when you don't
have the facilities to generate it in."
To read the full article, click here.
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Economics of short-rotation legume forages
By: Donna Fleury
Reprinted with permission from Top Crop Manager

Forages in rotation provide higher net cropping system returns.
Including legume forages in short rotation in cropping systems can provide advantages and
benefits for both crop and beef producers. Research shows that adding legume forages
into an annual cropping rotation can be a viable option,
providing high quality feed, good yields and reasonable
levels of residual soil nitrogen (N) two years after legumes
are taken out of a cropping system, providing an alternative
way to build soil N. Overall, net returns after four years
were higher for those rotations that included forages as
compared to standard annual crop rotations.

In the economic analysis, average crop year prices were used. For 2010, forage was valued at just under
$86/MT and barley at $152/MT. In 2011 forage was valued at just under $70/MT, peas at $8.49/bu and
flax at $525/MT. For 2012, wheat was valued at $280/MT and canola at $428/MT in 2013. The stored N for
use by subsequent crops (wheat and canola) was measured and valued using urea prices reported by the
Alberta Farm Input Price Survey from 2009 to 2013, which averaged $0.58/lb, and was calculated as the
Nitrogen Fertilizer Equivalent (NFE) value. In year one, the net returns on the legume forages were
negative largely due to the establishment costs and typically lower harvest yields. However, after the
second year, both alfalfa and red clover were very competitive with positive net returns and after four
years, higher net returns than other rotations.

To view the full article, click here.
Photo:alfalfa and red clover in rotation
Figure 1: NFE Value and cumulative net returns, 2010 to 2013
Source: Western Beef Development Centre
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Will You be Needing Forage Insurance in 2016?
2015 was a challenging year for many forage producers as production was reduced in many areas of the
province due to spring frosts and dry conditions early in the growing season. Most producers who
participated in the Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation's (SCIC) forage insurance program last year
received compensation for their lower production. Enhancements have been made for 2016 and producers
may want to consider forage insurance before the March 31 sign up deadline.
This year producers have access to a higher level of forage coverage. Insured prices are up more than 30
per cent when compared to 2015 and forage establishment coverage has increased from $55 per acre to
$70 per acre.
Over the years SCIC has worked diligently with producers and industry organizations to build an effective
forage insurance program for hay, pastureland and greenfeed. This consultation was instrumental in
changes to the pricing options that producers have for their forage insurance. Producers expressed
concern over restrictions on how forage insurance prices can reach a maximum, even though the market

may still be rising dramatically due to uncontrollable factors. For 2016 producers who choose the Variable
Price Option or In-Season Price Option, when they select their forage insurance coverage, will no longer
have a cap on the maximum value for the forage insurance price. If the market price for hay rises over the
course of the year, as it did in 2015, producers selecting these two pricing options will see the full price
increase reflected in their forage claim.
SCIC continues to provide additional choices and options for forage insurance. Producers who do not want
to use the In-Season or Variable Price Options can continue with the traditional multi-peril forage
insurance where producers can select 50, 60, 70 or 80 per cent coverage on the forecasted forage
insurance price. The 2016 forage insurance prices can be found at: saskcropinsurance.com/ci/forage.
There are a number of other forage insurance options producers can consider for their farm. The Forage
Rainfall Insurance Program (FRIP) offers insurance on native and tame grazing acres. This program
protects pastureland in the event that seasonal precipitation is below the long term average. This program
is based on historical weather data pulled from 131 weather stations located across the province.
Producers do not have to register a claim. Claims are triggered when the April to July seasonal
precipitation falls below the long term normal for the selected station based on monthly weightings
selected by the producer. Indemnities worth $5.4 million were paid to 94 per cent of customers who
participated in FRIP in 2015 due to the dry conditions throughout April and May.
The Forage Establishment Benefit Option is available to protect newly seeded forage acres intended for
hay, grazing or seed production against the risk of an establishment failure. This stand-alone option is not
linked to any yield-loss insurance. This option can also be selected for forage acres seeded between
October 15 and June 20; however, acres grazed in the year of seeding are not eligible for coverage.
Alfalfa seed may be insured under a specific yield-loss option available through SCIC's Multi-Peril
Program; however, red clover, rye grass, millet and other forage seed crops are eligible for coverage
through the Diversification Option. The Forage Diversification Option is available for any forage feed crops
that are not insurable under the basic forage insurance program. This is an area yield program. Coverage
and claim calculations are based on insured barley acres in the producer's risk zone.
Since 2000, the Forage Insurance Program has paid $2.32 for every dollar of customer premium collected.
The program is designed to provide disaster relief when producers need it most. In 2015, tame hay forage
claims averaged $40 per acre for $3 average premium.
SCIC continues to work with producer groups such as the Saskatchewan Forage Council to further
improve programming so it remains on target with producer needs. If you would like more information
about forage insurance, visit a Saskatchewan Crop Insurance office or saskcropinsurance.com.
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The Value of Saskatchewan's Forage Industry ..........
"Canada's compressed (or double-compressed) hay industry, first established in the mid-1980s,
uses hydraulic pressure to compress field hay bales into bales less than half their original size.
Worldwide, the term "compressed hay" refers to various forage products compressed
into tightly bound, high density, low moisture bales. "

To view the Saskatchewan Forage Industry Analysis
Report, click here.
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Upcoming Events
Shearing School
April 2 and 3, 2016
Yorkton, SK
Attend shearing school at the Eddy Farm in Yorkton. Cost for the 2-day course is $200, which
includes lunch and refreshments.
For more information, call Russell at 306.620.6434 or the Sask Sheep Development Board
Office at 306.933.5200.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Agriculture in the City
April 9, 2016
Saskatoon, SK
Ag in the City is a free, fun, family event that that will help you learn about the role that
agriculture plays in everyone's daily lives. You'll see everything from how food is grown to how
to prepare it
- and have a lot of fun along the way! This event will take place at Lawson Heights Mall.
To learn more about this event, the schedule and more, go to www.celebrateagriculture.ca.
_____________________________________________________________________________
SK PCAP Speaker Series Natural Urban Landscapes: How to grow native plants in Saskatchewan
April 20, 2016 at 12:00pm
Webinar
Join Fidji Genderon from the Regina First Nations University and Malin Hansen from the
University of Regina in this free webinar.
To view the poster, click here and to register,click here.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Different, Not Less-An Evening with Dr. Temple Grandin
June 12, 2016
Regina, SK
Presented by the Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association and the Autism Resource
Centre,

plan to attend this evening at the Conexus Arts Centre. Tickets start at $30 and are available
through the Arts Centre box office.
To view the poster, click here.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Western Canadian Farm Progress Show
June 15-17, 2016
Regina, SK
What's the secret to success for this popular event? No secret. Just a proven track record for
staying on top of economic shifts, changing demographics, emerging issues and advances in
technology in a fast-moving industry. Successful farms are cutting edge, so is Canada's Farm
Progress Show.
To learn more about the Farm Progress Show, visit their website.
_____________________________________________________________________________
NPAW 2016
June 16 and 17, 2016
Maple Creek and Cypress Hills, SK
This meeting and field tour held in conjunction with Saskatchewan 's Native Prairie
Appreciation
Week (NPAW) and will begin in Maple Creek, SK and include a tour in Cypress Hills
Interprovincial
Park. local producer tour and much more.
To view the poster, click here. Watch for upcoming details at visit the SK PCAP website.
_____________________________________________________________________________
International Rangeland Congress 2016
July 17-22, 2016
Saskatoon, SK
The future management of grazing lands in a high-tech world. Plan to join us!
Event Registration is now open! Click here to register online today.
For more information, go to www.irc2016canada.ca.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Canadian Beef Industry Conference
August 9-11, 2016
Calgary, AB
This inaugural Canadian Beef Industry Conference is set for August 2016. All beef industry
stakeholders share a common goal of taking steps to enhance the productivity, profitability and
competitiveness of the various sectors within the industry. Supporting the National Beef
Strategy, the conference provides a forum for industry engagement and learning opportunities
across the beef supply chain.
To learn more, visit the website.
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Saskatchewan Forage Council Membership

Be Sure Your Voice in the Forage Industry Counts!
Incorporated under The Co-operatives Act, a membership fee for the SFC is a one-time
cost of $25.00;
The SFC has worked in the province on behalf of ALL forage industry stakeholders (and
that's a very extensive and diverse group) for more than 20 years;
If you are involved with production, management, protection, harvesting, storage,
utilization or marketing of forage products, the SFC wants your involvement and input;
The SFC is committed to placing a focus and awareness on the importance of forages in
our province.
The SFC at a glance...
With a mandate to enhance the province's forage and grassland industry,
the Saskatchewan Forage Council (SFC) strives to partner with all sectors
of the industry - producers, industry organizations and companies,
government and university.
Formed in 1988, our objectives are focused on the development and
dissemination of information related to the production and utilization of all
forage resources, prioritization of forage research and collaboration with
governments to develop and implement effective policies and programs as they relate to
forage production and marketing.
To learn more about becoming a member Click Here.
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Forage and Livestock eNews is published by the Saskatchewan Forage Council
(SFC). Opinions and information are provided by the authors and publication does
not imply endorsement by the SFC.

Financial support for the Forage and Livestock eNews has been provided in part by the
Saskatchewan Forage Seed Development Commission.

We welcome questions about article submission or to find out more about sponsorship,
please contact the Saskatchewan Forage Council at:

Email: office@saskforage.ca
Phone: 306.329.3116

The Saskatchewan Forage Council Gratefully Acknowledges funding
for our 'Facilitating Forage Initiatives in Saskatchewan' project through the
Saskatchewan Cattlemen's Association Saskatchewan Beef Industry
Development Fund:

The Saskatchewan Forage Council
recognizes our Annual Supporters:

