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Saskatchewan Forage Market Report, January, 2018 

This document details the current market prices and general trends for forage products in Saskatchewan 

and nearby jurisdictions as at January 21, 2018. Information was obtained through a variety of methods 

including telephone interviews, personal interviews, electronic correspondence, as well as 

advertisements found on-line and in newspapers. The goal of this report is to provide an accurate 

assessment of forage prices across Saskatchewan at this current point in time. All data collected was as 

current and credible as possible, and each piece was carefully analyzed to determine its relevancy. The 

information reported in this document is for use by the Saskatchewan Forage Council. The 

Saskatchewan Forage Council, including the author of this report, have made every effort to ensure the 

accuracy of the data reported, however it does not guarantee and accepts no legal liability arising from 

or connected to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of any material contained in this document. 

 

A sincere thank you goes out to all of the forage producers, transporters and livestock producers that 

were contacted to share their insight and current perspectives on this valuable industry.  

Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedules! 
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1) Review of 2017 Growing Season and Forage Production 

Hay yields were below the long-term average but forage quality was decent across Saskatchewan in 

2017. Table 1 shows Saskatchewan’s dryland yield estimates for the 2017 growing season. For most of 

Saskatchewan in 2017, forage growing conditions were less than ideal. Although spring soils were 

saturated, the temperature remained cool, slowing growth. Widespread frost then hit, knocking back 

hay stands in many regions. Drought then ensued in all but the northern grainbelt. Haying was 

concluded in a timely manner due to plentiful heat and a widespread lack of moisture. Grain harvest was 

also concluded in a timely manner, which resulted in little crops being 'salvaged' by turning into forages.  

Some crops that were poor due to drought or hail were turned into greenfeed. 

Forages traded quickly and in high volumes through the fall. Into December and January, the trade of 

forages slowed with less forages being offered for sale.  Many producers with forage commented that 

they are unsure if they should sell additional forages if the spring comes up dry. Others, who may need 

to purchase forages, are waiting to see what their needs really might be. Reasonable listing prices in 

areas where transportation will be affordable to the buyer are continuing to sell. 

 

Table 1. 2017 Saskatchewan Dryland Hay Yield Estimates (tons/acre) 

 
Region 

 
Date 

Estimated 2017 Hay Yield (short tons/acre)  
Supply 

Alfalfa Alfalfa/Grass 
Other 

Tame Hay 
Greenfeed 

Southeast Aug 7 0.9 0.9 0.7 1.1 Short 

Southwest Aug 7 0.8 0.8 0.7 1.5 Short  

East Central Aug 7 0.9 0.9 0.8 1.5 
Adequate to 

short 

West Central Aug 7 0.8 0.8 0.7 1.7 
Adequate to 

short 

Northeastern Aug 7 1.2 1.5 1.2 1.9 
Adequate to 

surplus 

Northwestern Aug 7 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.9 
Adequate to 

surplus 

Provincial 
AVERAGE 

Aug 8 1.0 1.0 0.8 1.5 
Short  to 
adequate  

Source: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, August, 20171. 

Alberta reported average hay yields with some poor yields in localized pockets. Forage and feed grain 
reserves were estimated as being adequate to surplus, with some producers anticipating a shortfall.  
Forage reserves in Alberta were reported at 20% surplus, 69% adequate, 10% shortfall and 2% deficit 
(Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, 2017). This is near identical to 2016 forage reserves.  
 
Producers in Manitoba were concerned supply would be deficit for the province. However, post second 
cuttings and the wild hay harvest numbers indicate forage yields, and therefore supply, is adequate 
throughout the province. Prices for forages have stayed stable throughout the fall in Manitoba. Quality 
is reported as sufficient.  
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These provincial reports are also supported with yield data as reported by Statistics Canada. Manitoba, 

Alberta and Saskatchewan all reported lower yields than in 2016, but Alberta and Manitoba's production 

was still in the normal range. Saskatchewan's yields were severely depressed.  

 

Table 2. Tame Hay Yields in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and Canada, 2012-2017 

Location Harvest 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Manitoba 
('000 metric 

tonnes) 
2,617 2,676 2,903 2,985 3,302 2,994 

Saskatchewan 
('000 metric 

tonnes) 
5,121 4,990 5,012 3,642 5,338 3,520 

Alberta 
('000 metric 

tonnes) 
7,711 7,589 7,258 4,971 7,819 7,176 

Canada 
('000 metric 

tonnes) 
25,259 26,405 25,960 22,526 27,564 24,156 

Source: Statistics Canada, 2018 

Very few Saskatchewan producers obtained second cuts this summer or fall.  Regrowth was limited to 

areas in the northern grainbelt. 2017's quality, province wide, was far superior to forages produced in 

2016. Quality forages, although limited in the overall quantity produced, were able to be used to mix 

with any 2016 inventory on hand. Silage yields were noted to be down in the majority of regions, with 

premature/early maturity being cited as a reason for harvest. Greenfeed quality was not a concern in 

2017; unlike in 2016 where vomitoxin and other anti-quality factors were plentiful. The timely harvest 

and open fall allowed producers to haul and stack bales earlier than in 2016. Individuals were also able 

to allocate time to sourcing feed or selling extra feed early in the fall of 2017.  

The North American Drought Monitor (see Figure 1. below) shows that as of November 30, 2017, the 

drought conditions in Saskatchewan have worsened and expanded significantly from June 30, 2017. 

Drought conditions moved into Alberta and continued to stretch further and worsen in the Northern 

Great Plains. Figure 1 also captures the drought conditions seen across the entire southern US.  
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Figure. 1 Comparison of North American Drought Conditions as at June 30 and November 30, 2017. 

  

 Source: North American Drought Monitor, 2017. 

 

The fear, and unfortunate reality, of wildfire persisted through the fall across drought stricken areas in 

Saskatchewan and Alberta. Although parts of Saskatchewan and Western Canada received snowfall  

events throughout the fall, many warm stretches caused repeated melting and evaporation of valuable 

snow cover. In areas where possible, many producers took advantage of open fields to graze and 

conserve stored forages. Currently, most regions are reporting sufficient forage supplies to last into late 

April only. Manitoba and Alberta are both reporting satisfactory supplies on-farm.  

Prices have gradually softened for most classes of hay across Saskatchewan since September. This is the 

normal trend usually seen as producers secure needed forage early. Prices continue to be higher than 

seen in winter 2016/17.    
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2) Field Pest Impact and Projections for 2018 Growing Season 

The Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture’s 2018 Grasshopper Forecast map demonstrates that the risk 

of grasshoppers in 2018 is negligible for most of the province. The exception is in the Meadow Lake area 

where light/very light infestations are forecast. Producers should watch grasshopper infestations locally 

as they may not be captured within the coarser data. Weather conditions through spring and into 

summer can effect grasshopper development and change infestation levels during the forage growing 

season.  

 

Figure 2. 2018 Saskatchewan Grasshopper Forecast 

 

Source: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, 20172 
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Insects including alfalfa weevils, lygus bugs, alfalfa plant bugs and lesser clover leaf weevils all have the 

potential to cause economic damage to legume forages in Saskatchewan. Scouting for alfalfa weevil in 

2018 should still be normal practice for alfalfa producers. Locations where historically alfalfa weevil 

infestations have hit economic thresholds should be of focus. Localized high infestations were seen in 

the east central and north east regions in 2017. 

The hot, dry weather pattern seen in 2017 nearly eliminated the anti-quality factors seen in forages in 

the previous year's crop. If the pattern holds, molds, ergot and fusarium are not anticipated to effect 

forage quality in general. Ergot and fusarium become an issue in grasses and cereals when wet periods 

and heading coincide. Testing forages in 2018 will continue to be the only sure-fire way to determine 

anti-quality factors in forages. 

If 2018 continues to be a dry, slough hay or meadow hay becomes a forage option for producers where 

wetlands are dry.  Poisonous wetland plants such as spotted water hemlock and cow parsnip may pose a 

risk to livestock in these situations. Those haying wet areas should remain vigilant. 
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3) Regional Forage Conditions in Saskatchewan 

Throughout the fall and winter months of 2017-2018, there were variations in forage pricing between 

regions of Saskatchewan. Prices decreased as you moved northward as a general trend. Currently, 

transportation costs remain a hurdle to move northern forages southward.  

 

A) South Central and South West Regions 

One of the driest years on record in the south central and south west continued through the fall. As seen 

in Figure 3., soil moisture reserves at freeze up were very low. Although there were some early snowfalls 

in the region, it did not limit producers who extended their grazing season with crop aftermath or 

standing forages they had previously stockpiled. Across the region the availability of a sustainable supply 

of good quality water was the limiting factor many producers had this fall. 

Hay is still moving into the area, but there are very few local listings. Many lots of hay are moving in 

from further north or from areas in eastern Alberta. Early in 2018 prices vary from $100/tonne to 

$220/tonne FOB in the south west. Available supplies are expected to get tighter. There will be 

producers short of hay come April/May, but many do not yet know how short they will be and then how 

forages will be sourced. In the south central area less bale grazing than normal is being seen and more 

utilization of lesser quality forages mixed with high quality feedstuff is being seen. In general, straw and 

grain are being used at an increased rate everywhere. Although anti-quality factors are low with the 

2017 cereal crop, caution is being warned if grains from 2016 are being fed as ergot and fusarium were 

common last year.  

Areas hit with heartbreaking wildfires (Glentworth, Tompkins, Fox Valley/Burstall/Leader) late this 

summer and fall will suffer the most. Already short hay supplies in the area where destroyed (and local 

feed is fairly unavailable), winter pastures were lost, and many spring pastures were also scorched.    

The spring 2018 outlook sees the greatest challenge moving forward will be the lack of (potential lack of) 

water for livestock across the landscape. The snowcover has come and gone multiple times this winter 

thus far. Time will tell if substantial runoff will materialize and dugouts and creeks will fill. Anecdotally, 

producers said they culled harder this fall to conserve feed. There remains the strong potential, 

supported by discussions with producers, that a spring without runoff for water or early rains for hay 

and pasture will see a mass culling of cattle out of the south and south west regions. Other producers 

are currently working at securing summer pasture allocations (and shipping cattle) further north in 

Saskatchewan.   

 

B) South East Region 

The south east continued to be extremely dry through the fall, with the severity of drought continuing to 

increase through November (see Figure 3). Snow cover is below normal. Producers appeared to use crop 

residue and other extended grazing methods this fall where water supplies allowed. The greatest 

challenge moving forward will be the lack of (potential lack of) water for livestock across the landscape 

come spring.   
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There are few reports of hay trading hands and price discovery is a challenge because of this. There is 

concern, similar to other areas of the province, that by the time May 1st hits there will be little to no hay 

left on-farm. Producers in the regions tend to be waiting for signals from mother nature to make their 

next move.   

If spring rains do not facilitate average perennial forage growth alternative forages such as cereal straw, 

or even canola straw will become extremely valuable. Little perennial forages are anticipated to be 

seeded in 2018 in the region. It is anticipated that producers will seed some annual crops that can be 

converted into forage if perennial stands do not produce.  

 

 D) North East Region  

Hay harvest conditions in the north east were favourable in 2017, with good quality forage being put up.  

Second cuts were taken in the region where there was adequate growth. Quality on second cut forages 

was also excellent.  

There were adequate feed supplies on-farm going into the fall. Straw was plentiful in the region. Any 

need for straw as feedstuff or bedding was easily met. Snow fell in the north east region in late October, 

resulting in most producers feeding since then. Feed requirements have fluctuated significantly with 

long warm spells followed by long cold spells.  

The region received rains in October to boost soil moisture levels. Although there is snow cover 

currently, it is well below normal. Pastures and hayland should respond positively to the moisture boost 

when the growing season begins. No production issues are anticipated from lack of moisture.  There is 

currently hay moving within the region.  Most, is moving out of the region to the southern areas of the 

province that are short on feed.   

 

 E) East Central Region 

Moisture conditions did not improve through the fall in the east central region. Drought conditions are 

prevalent. The current snow cover is below normal for the time of year. The potential for winterkill on 

forages is high due to fluctuating extreme warm and cold spells and very little fall regrowth and snow for 

plant root insulation.  

Hay supplies within the region are adequate to short although quality is good. Producers who were 

short on hay have compensated by purchasing hay early or securing straw and supplements to winter 

the cow herd. Many producers who now think they might be 1-2 weeks short of feed after using more to 

date than they anticipated are generally not willing to pay the price feed is currently advertised at. They 

appear to be holding off to see what the coming months bring.   

A lack of adequate moisture during summer 2017 has resulted in poor pasture regrowth for fall 2017 

and spring 2018 grazing.  Pastures across the region are lacking adequate carryover and litter levels are 

generally poor. Producers are being encouraged to look at seeding annuals for livestock use to take 

pressure off pastures.  
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 F) Central and West Central Regions 

Dry summer conditions continued into the fall. Topsoil moisture conditions continue to be anywhere 

from adequate to short throughout the central and west central regions. Pasture regrowth for fall use 

was more limited than normal. Many producers began using their fall grazing acres by late August/early 

September. However, an early to normal harvest allowed livestock to move to aftermath grazing in a 

timely manner. Many cow herds were on full feed by October. Colder than normal temperatures 

through December and early January resulted in more feed being delivered or supplementation to the 

cow herd.  Snow accumulations remain minimal across the region.  

Going into fall (September Forage Market Report) there was a demand for forages by many operations 
in the regions.  Those needing forages have compensated by securing straw and supplements to winter 
the cow herd. Very little to no hay is advertised for sale within the local area- an indication those with 
feed are holding on to it and those potentially in need of feed are waiting to purchase. Most of the feed 
supply in the region that has been tested is providing adequate (50-55 % TDN) to lower than required 
energy levels and adequate protein for a cow (9-10 % CP) at mid-pregnancy. As calving season 
approaches, supplementation should begin with nearly all feed supplies in the region. 
   
Looking to the spring pastures and hay production will be short without significant snowfall through late 

winter or early spring season moisture. Little to no snow cover coupled with little August/September 

regrowth on forage stands and extremely cold conditions could result in higher than normal winterkill 

on productive forage stands- this could include high production irrigated alfalfa crops and mixed forage 

stands alike.      

 

G) North West and North Central Regions 

Pasture conditions in the north west and north central regions were very good until mid to late August.  

Through harvest precipitation accumulations decreased significantly, but the area still went into winter 

in good shape on the whole.  

Hay inventories are reportedly holding well. Later crop aftermath grazing and a very light snow cover (6 

inches or less mid-January) have allowed for anyone needing to stretch feed to do so. Unlike in the 

southern regions, forage carry-over is not usually significant in the region as enough forage is found 

yearly in one form or another. Leading up to December, forages were moving around and out of the 

region. Very little is being priced or moved during December and January.  

Light snow accumulations could lead to areas of forage winterkill if cover on fields does not adequately 

insulate the plants. Localized areas of alfalfa weevil infestations at economic thresholds are expected in 

historic locations. The majority of the north west and north central region does not expect any 

production issues due to moisture. As one gets into the far south of the north west region (Biggar, Unity, 

Radisson) moisture could be a significant limitation on 2018 forage production if timely spring rains and 

warm temperatures are amiss. 
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4) Current Forage Freight Rates in Saskatchewan 

Demand for transportation is steady for this time of the year. The lack of snowpack has meant loading 

and transporting has been easier than in previous years. However, periods of extreme cold, result in 

trucks running longer and more fuel being burned in a day. Transporters noted cold temperatures as a 

major factor impacting them currently. Forage transport rates were relatively stable this past season. 

The September 2017 calculated averages for semi hauling (standard) were $6.32/loaded mile and 

$133/hour. These prices are remaining stable.  

 

Table 3. January, 2018 Hay Transportation Costs in Saskatchewan 

 Rate ($/loaded mile) Rate ($/hour) 

Provincial Average $6.63 $141 

Provincial Mean $6.25 $131 
*Note: province-wide average was obtained from all reported values across Saskatchewan regardless of region 

Diesel prices are typically a major factor in transportation costs. On December 27, 2017, Natural 

Resources Canada reported the average diesel retail price in Regina, SK to be $1.14/ litre (Saskatoon 

$1.155/litre). Last year at this time, the average diesel retail price in Regina, SK was $0.978/litre and  

$0.895/litre in 2015. Transporters have indicated that they have been forced to add fuel surcharge 

now, if they had not previously.  The most commonly charged surcharge is 10%.  

There are not as many hay transporters in the province relative to other agricultural commodities such 

as grain. The demand this fall saw bookings being taken 1-2 months before hay was hauled. Currently, 

transporters have maximum 2 week wait time. Demand for hauling also is sporadic. In general, terms 

vary greatly between companies, with some transporters charging different rates for short hauls 

compared with long hauls, some companies charge a flat rate per load with every km added on to that,  

or additional loading or unloading charges depending on the scenario.  

There was no significant difference between regions in hauling charges. The calculated mean specifically 

removed an outlier new to hauling hay (low) and an outlier who had hay to sell along with transporting 

(high). Transporters were also surveyed to provide insight into the span of their business. Small one-off 

transporters may only work in their home-base region, but the seasoned transporters haul all across the 

province & between provinces willingly and with no price adjustment. In fall 2017 there was inter-

provincial hay movement- freight rate remaining the same as hauling within the province. 
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5) Current & Projected Saskatchewan Forage Prices for 2018 

Prices were obtained throughout the fall and winter up until late-January, 2018. Prices were assembled 

from listings in the Western Producer and electronic sources such as Kijiji.ca, as well as many personal 

phone calls to producers, feedlots, hay growers, and transporters.  

There were limited trades made from late December through mid January.  Communications with hay 

transporters, forage producers, livestock producers, feedlots, and Forage Specialists has provided insight 

into the slow of trade. Those communications indicated:   

 1) Those who had hay for sale sold it early;  

2) Those with potential hay for sale feel the April/May price will be significantly higher than currently;  

3) The price sellers are currently asking very few buyers want to pay;  

4) Those who might need hay are hoping to see how far they can get without making a purchase; and  

5) small transactions of close neighbour to neighbour trades are likely slow but still occurring and cannot 

be captured and quantified in this report.  

 

Average prices reported in Table 4a are those collected from December 28th to January 20th. There 

were limited trades made via listings during this period. Table 4b contains fall long price collections 

averaged. The average prices of August through December were then averaged (5 months) to produce 

the figures in Table 4a. These current and historic average prices can help support current and future 

price estimates. 

 

Table 4a.  Average Current Forage Prices in Saskatchewan as at January 20th, 2018  

Forage Type 
Simple 

Average Price 
($/tonne) 

Weighted 
Average Price 

($/tonne) 

High 
($/tonne) 

Low 
($/tonne) 

Grass Hay $121.42 104.20 $197.00 $65.32 

First Cut Alfalfa 
$220.00* 
(188.33) 

NA NA $NA 

Second Cut 
Alfalfa 

$251.00 NA NA NA 

Alfalfa/Grass 
mix 

$129.89 $125.25 $196.84 $82.67 

Greenfeed 102.36 NA NA NA 

Clover $75.58 NA NA NA 

Cereal Straw $60.43 NA $99.20 $38.58 

Pulse Straw NA NA NA NA 

* The price was delivered. When trucking was extrapolated out of the price, the approximate  
simple average is listed in () below. 
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Table 4b.  Average Fall Long (Aug-Dec) Forage Prices in Saskatchewan as at December 28th, 2018  

Forage Type 
Simple 

Average Price 
($/tonne) 

Weighted 
Average Price 

($/tonne) 

Grass Hay $115.31 $101.22 

First Cut Alfalfa $137.67 $156.37 
Second Cut 
Alfalfa 

$137.67 $140.85 

Alfalfa/Grass 
mix 

$116.59 $112.26 

Greenfeed $114.81 $118.66 

Clover $91.16 $90.30 

Cereal Straw $54.70 $52.74 

Pulse Straw $77.08 $76.75 

 

Alfalfa winterkill may be significant come May 2018. Forage seed companies are receiving  indications 

from producers that the lack of snow cover and the extreme cold and fluctuations with the extreme 

warm spells may actually cause losses. The warm period in November may have caused a break in 

dormancy and as such, will elevate the risk of winterkill. 

From Wakaw/Lanigan north to Prince Albert/North Battleford and in the Eastern Region producers who 

needed large quantities of hay secured it early in the feeding season. Others, whose fall grazing may 

have been cut short by an early snowfall (regionally), have picked up the few loads they have needed.  

However, in the eastern region and in southern regions, pastures went into winter with very little cover 

or carryover in general due to a lack of growth from July 1st onwards. Forage demand in the south and 

west/west central is still high and supplies are much more limited. Finding forage may prove more 

challenging in these areas. 

 The consistent feedback being received is most cattle producers in the province will just have enough 

feed or be a bit short. A bit short is being discussed as 2-3 weeks. How this will effect forage monetary 

values is multi-fold: 1) there will not be carryover on-farm which will result in all the forages needed for 

winter 2018/19 will have to come from the pending production. 2) If there are extra bales currently on-

farm they are not being sold off-farm for concern of 2018/19 shortages. 

The 0.3 tons/acre negative difference in total provincial forage production from 2017 compared to the 

7 year average is significant. The Statistics Canada numbers indicate that production in Saskatchewan 

was 1.5 million MT less that the "normal" 5 year average.  

An additional factor at play was that 2015 was a low production year in Saskatchewan (about 1.3 million 

MT below five year average) due to late spring frosts. During that time, forage prices climbed and on-

farm reserves depleted. The 2016 growing season had allowed many producers to re-build stocks, but 

overall forage quality was an issue. Feed on-hand in 2016 was reasonable, but not in excess- either 

through producers using up the feed themselves or liquidating it where possible. Many producers 

thought that because 2016 had been wet, 2017 was starting out to be extremely wet everywhere 

(seeding equipment was getting stuck province wide), and they had predicted it would stay wet. 
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The additional factor at play with prices is a regional factor. Depending on where located, different 

forage users have a different level of "buffer" for low production inherently built in.  In the eastern 

regions in particular, when short, forages are generally purchased easily and affordably. The widespread 

lower production in 2017 is limiting this practice. 

With below average production in Saskatchewan in 2017, and if production levels mirrors 2017 the 

value of forages in 2018 can be expected to be very similar to what was seen in the south west/ west/ 

west central  regions in early fall 2017.  

Prices potentially could climb higher than Fall 2017 prices because on-farm reserves are nil, however 

there are some factors which would indicate this is less likely. Fall 2018 calf prices are not anticipated to 

hit all time highs like in 2015- lower calf prices can hold hay prices down when 'extra' income is not 

present. Currently (Jan 2018) when alfalfa/grass mixed forage prices hit about $120/tonne in the east 

through north east the local push back that the forage is priced too high appears to occur. Making on-

farm adjustments to feed grain and alternatives proves feasible as hay prices climb. The consistent 

message conveyed when surveying the industry is "forage users know that they will be short for 

2018/19 and need to start planning now". When more people plan ahead and develop alternative feed 

plans, there is less demand on the supply that does come to trade (sky is not the limit for price).  

Although Manitoba and Alberta experienced areas of regional drought, the hay quantity produced in 

those provinces has remained average to above average. An adequate supply of reasonably priced 

forages in the adjoining jurisdictions is expected even going into the spring (see Out Of Province Prices 

section).    

Greenfeed: The value of greenfeed moving forward can be expected to stay in the $100.00-

$110.00/tonne range. This is the price range good quality greenfeed was fetching for most of the fall.  

Good quality greenfeed is an economical forage to use/produce on a temporary basis.  A rise in feed 

barley prices could send barley into the grain market instead of the greenfeed market, but often that is a 

mid-summer production decision barley growers make.   

First and second cut alfalfa:  Premium alfalfa that is required for the high feed value (dairy, feedlots) will 

command a superior price. Last year the price was approximately $112.98/tonne- supply was higher and 

quality varied greatly. In the fall prices stayed around the $200/tonne range for dairy quality and 

$150/tonne for alfalfa not tested. Moving forward superior quality products can still expect to fetch a 

superior price (dairy industry).  

Alfalfa/grass mix: Alfalfa/grass mix hay continues to have the most listings out of all forage types. Since 

the September price of $127.93/tonne, alfalfa/grass has fluctuated below that level monthly, but is 

currently listed around $129.89/tonne again. When looking at this price further it equates to 

approximately $100/ton or $0.05/lbs, and $65/bale. It is higher than January 2017 reported values, but 

with supply and demand levels as they are moving forward prices appear steady.  

Grass: Quality and value of grass hay is particularly subjective, as some producers report seeded tame 

grass while others may actually refer to slough or wet meadow grass hay when buying or selling grass 

hay. Throughout the fall prices have continued to stay in about the $100.00 to $110.00/tonne weighted 

average range across the province. Lower priced grasses are hitting the market but they are generally 

slough hay or hay salvaged late in the season. January grass hay prices averaged 121.42/tonne 
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(weighted average). Moving forward the good quality, tame grass hay will likely hold true to the fall 

price range. 

Straw: Straw production was adequate in most parts of Saskatchewan with a dry, early annual crop 

harvest.  Straw is generally sold on a per bale basis with the most common prices $18-30/bale. Offerings 

and trades of straw remain steady as producers use it as an alternative feedstuff. Current January simple 

average is $60.43/tonne ($38.58-99.20/tonne range), and fall-long average price on cereal straw is 

$52.74-54.70/tonne. Pulse straw values tend to be higher, and as such, were this fall.  

Clover:  Yellow sweet clover offerings were seen throughout the fall in the $90-91/tonne range.  Clover 

is a product in lower demand.  Often, listings for sale were not sold quickly and remained listed for 

months at a time.  Clover remains a lower priced feedstuff. 

Silage: Silage is rarely bought or sold, however it is useful for feedlots and producers to establish a 

market value on this commodity that is reflective of their investment and opportunity cost. Corn silaging 

finished after the September 2017 market report. Yields were average to below average, but moisture 

content was lower than desired for many producers, thus more work to raise the moisture level was 

needed.  September 2017 silage prices are reasonable for January 2018 usage. 

Certified Organic Hay: Often listings claim forage is organic but are found to not be certified upon 

further investigation. It has been suggested that organic products garner a premium of about 25% over 

conventional forages. In September, the prices of Certified Organic forage averaged from $91.86/tonne 

in the far northeast to $220.46/tonne on the western side of the province.   

Standing Hay: Standing hay was reported in September, 2017 as a mean price of $40.85/tonne for 

alfalfa/grass. The approximate per acre rates varied from $15-65/acre when sold at strictly fee per acre 

rate (does not fluctuate based on production), and $25-100/acre when sold as a cost/tonne harvested. 

Many producers have long-term contracts for standing forages, and some use per acre rates, per bale 

rates or other formulas specific to their arrangement. As of January 31st, conservation organizations 

have either not yet tendered 2018 forage packages, or have not released successful bid prices publically.  
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Small Square Bales 

The price for small square bales reported is based on listings from December 22, 2017 to January 20, 

2018 and were obtained primarily from on-line classified ads. Current small square bale prices have 

stayed relatively the same compared to listings in the September 2017 report. The exception is 

alfalfa/grass bales which have seen an increase from $6.20/bale to $7.10/bale since September. 

Compared to this time a year ago, alfalfa and alfalfa/grass hay has increased over $1.50/bale in price. 

Straw has decreased in price by $0.70/bale which is expected with the beautiful fall harvest conditions 

suitable for straw baling.    

Assuming an average square bale weight of 65lb/bale, average small square alfalfa and alfalfa/grass hay 

is priced at $214.69/tonne and $240.80/tonne respectively.  

Table 5. Square Bale Asking Prices Across Saskatchewan from December, 2017 through January, 2018 

Forage Type Average Price ($/bale) 

Alfalfa $6.33  

Alfalfa/Grass $7.10  

Grass $5.00  

Greenfeed $3.00  

Straw $3.35  

 

 

Dehydrated Alfalfa and Timothy Products 

There are currently three alfalfa and timothy processing plants located in Saskatchewan currently. 

Plants produce a variety of sun-cured products (i.e. made from pre-baled alfalfa) and dehy products (i.e. 

made from standing alfalfa). Agreements with alfalfa producers are long standing in the $35/metric 

tonne range at scale after the plant harvests the product. Currently Saskatchewan based plants have an 

oversupply of alfalfa and are marketing stockpiled bales. Section 7 on Alternative Feedstuffs further 

discusses the alfalfa pellet market trends.      

Table 6 depicts the average price for sun-cured and dehy products in Saskatchewan from the 2017 

growing season. Products are sold by quality and not all facilities offer similar products. Prices are similar 

to January 2017 prices. There are no cube prices available currently.  

Table 6. Average Saskatchewan Processed Alfalfa Product Prices for 2017-2018 

Product Type Price ($/Tonne) 

Dehydrated Alfalfa Pellet (16-17% Crude Protein) $267.25 

Suncured Alfalfa Pellets $242.50 

Organic Suncured Alfalfa* $300.00 

*only one plant reporting. 

At the current time there are no Saskatchewan processing facilities involved in exporting compressed 

timothy, however this is an active sector in Alberta. Timothy sales representatives reported 2017 saw a 

fantastic year where the yield, quality, and price where all high. This is a rare occurrence. Normal 
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exports to China resumed after early 2017 licensing issues were resolved.  A new premium pet food 

product development out of Alberta has had huge uptake and been a major benefit to the industry. The 

top end timothy is now going into this product.    

Demand for product has far outweighed the supply of unprocessed timothy and alfalfa. The demand 

derived from BC wildfires and northern US wildfires was such that the alfalfa market was extremely 

short and tight.  Alfalfa was trading for $1.50/RFV (premium alfalfa). Currently no alfalfa products are 

available. Unprocessed timothy was priced as $200-300/tonne based on quality. Estimated compressed 

timothy prices are seen in Table 7 below. It should be noted however, that there is currently no product 

available for purchase from Alberta's main processor. All product produced has been allocated/sold. 

Moving into 2018, projections are that prices will come down due to more acres in North America 

coming into production, softening markets in Korea, and an anticipated decreasing US price. Likely 

prices are expected to return to previous year's price levels. Alberta timothy acre development is 

expected in 2018.  Drought expansion further into Alberta is a major concern moving into 2018. 

 

Table 7. Estimated Alberta Compressed Timothy Prices for 2017-2018 

Product Type Price ($/tonne) 

Premium compressed timothy (pet food products) $375 range (high) 
Choice compressed timothy Below $375 
Standard compressed timothy Above $250 
Utility compressed timothy $250 range 
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6) Additional 2018 Provincial Forage Market Considerations  

Saskatchewan reported below average hay yields in 2017 however quality was generally decent for most 

classes of forages across the province. In addition to price trends   

As will be discussed in Section 7, production from a major world supplier of vitamin pre-cursers has been 

lost due to manufacturing plant fire. Until production can be brought back on line, and products and 

shipments filtered down through the supply chain vitamins have become double in price and difficult to 

source.  Livestock require balanced vitamins to go with their forages- forages rarely change in vitamin 

content (although mineral content can vary greatly). The higher cost of vitamins will be an added 

expense to producers, but will be unlikely to impact forage purchasing.   

After a dip in the fall calf market in 2016, the 2017 calf run was not disappointing for cow/calf producers 

with steer prices returns firmly planted between the 2015 all time highs and 2016 lower prices. Cull cow 

prices remain fairly consistent and appear to be at a steady level year over year. According to Canfax 

(pers. comm., 2018), in Western Canada there appeared to be an increase in cows going to slaughter in 

August as calves were coming off pasture – potentially supporting the hypothesis that a lack of winter 

forage was encouraging producers to cull early. The Western Canadian beef cow culling rate is estimated 

to be around 11.5% steady with last year (however, is not broken out provincially). Many individuals did 

comment that they and their neighbours or clients did increase cull rates in fall 2017. A factor to 

consider is that strong cattle prices can afford many livestock producers the ability purchase higher 

priced forages if needed into 2018.  

Spring 2018 climatic conditions will have a major impact on the carryover of feed into fall 2018. It is 

estimated, with a normal spring, on-farm reserves will be extremely limited.  Producers and Extension 

Staff alike indicate that any delay in turning livestock out to pasture will not be able to be buffered by 

on-farm forage reserves on the majority of operations.  

The Federal-Provincial agreement Growing Forward 2 has come to an end. Forage seeding programs in 

the replacement program 'CAPP' are still to be announced. It is not likely a program will have a major 

impact on forage acres seeded- annual crop production, except in extremely limited soils, is still 

economical, which does not help forage acres. 

As demonstrated in Figure 3, hay and pasture topsoil conditions are reported as short to very short for 

nearly the entire province as of the final Crop Report dated October 23, 2017. These conditions along 

with the below normal snow cover (for mid-January) across the grainbelt are concerning. Plentiful late 

winter and early spring moisture will be needed to bring soil moisture levels back to a reasonable level.  

A repeat in the widespread May/June frosts seen in 2017 would add further stress to the industry and 

could prove disastrous. Forage users consistently comment that 2017 was doable, but a repeat in 2018 

will be devastating for the forage and livestock industries. Weather will remain the biggest factor 

affecting forage yields, pests, diseases, growing conditions and subsequent prices for the 2018 season.  
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Figure 3. Hay and Pasture Topsoil Moisture Conditions as at Final 2017 Crop Report -October 23, 2017  

 

Source: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, 20173  
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7) Current Alternative Feedstuff Prices 

The dry growing season and favorable harvest weather reduced the number of 'salvaged' feedstuffs 

entering the market in the fall of 2017, unlike 2016. The good harvest weather allowed for straw to be 

baled for use in combination with alternatives.  

Feed barley is currently (Jan 10th, 2018) priced at $173.23/tonne, compared with the price at this time 

last year reported as $126.49/tonne (Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, 20182). This is considerably 

higher than last year and the year previous.   

Vitamin fortified products have taken a significant jump in prices due to a world shortage in the vitamin 

A&E precursor citral. The October 31st, 2017 fire at BASF's Citral plant in Ludwigshafen, Germany, has 

led to a global shortage of vitamins A & E. The BASF plant produces well over 1/3 of the world's supply 

for animal nutrition. The plant is expected back on line in early March 2018, but will take another 4-5 

months before product is made and available in Canada (BASF, 2018). The CFIA has revised minimum 

Vitamin A & E requirements in feed and supplements to help manage the shortage (CFIA, 2018). One 

feed industry Agrologist has indicated that vitamin levels have been cut by 25-50% (maybe more 

depending on companies supply levels) to conserve supplies and reduce price impact. However the 

average cost has still increased anywhere from~$150-400/tonne on the vitamin/mineral packages even 

with decreased vitamin levels being used in formulations. All feed companies are on allocation from 

vitamin suppliers resulting in only being allowed to purchase a percent of historical usage.  

Reported averages for pellets vary according to plant location but are generally higher than last year. 

The lack of pulse screenings in the market and the increased vitamin costs were both cited. Table 8 lists 

average prices for a variety of alternative feed sources in Saskatchewan, unless otherwise specified, they 

are reported as picked up at the plant (FOB). 
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Table 8. Alternative Feedstuff Prices and Availability as at January 31, 2018 

Commodity Winter 2018 
price 

Details Availability Winter 2017 
Price 

Barley Pellets $245-
280/tonne 
 

Barley pellets, up 
to 20% CP, 
fortified with 
vitamin, minerals 
and Rumensin 

Average(2+ 
week wait) 

$180-228/tonne 
$206/tonne 
average 

Canola Meal $290/tonne Loose Good $315-330/tonne 
Canola Meal  $290/tonne Pellets Good $315/tonne 

Alfalfa Pellets $265-
270/tonne 

16-17% CP –
dehydrated 

Good $265-285/tonne 

Alfalfa Pellets $240-
245/tonne 

15% CP – 
suncured 

Good $240-265/tonne 
 

Oat Hulls 
(ground) 

$20/tonne Hulls ground. 
31MT/ superB 

Short to good $10-30/tonne 

Organic Oat 
Hulls (ground) 

$40/tonne Hulls ground. 
31MT/ superB 

Short supply $80/tonne 

Grain and Grain 
Screening 
Pellets 

$169-
195/tonne 

12-14% CP, bare 
with no add-ins 

Average. 2 week 
wait. Most 
facilities use 
pulse screenings 
with feed grains.  

$125-
$165/tonne 
$143.75/tonne 
average 

Fortified Grain 
and Grain 
Screening 
Pellets 

$217/tonne 
average 

12-13% CP, 
fortified with 
Rumensin, 
vitamin/mineral  

Average. 2 week 
wait; wide range 
in pricing 
between plants. 

$140-
$245/tonne 
$176/tonne 
average 

Fortified Grain 
and Grain 
Screening 
Pellets 

$224-
282/tonne 
$263.40/tonne 
average 

14% CP, fortified 
with Rumensin, 
vitamin/mineral 
mix 

Average. 2 week 
wait.  

$171-
$228/tonne 
$197/tonne 
average 

Fortified Grain 
and Grain 
Screening 
Pellets 

$229-
373/tonne  
$292/tonne 
average 
 

High Energy, 
fortified with 
Rumensin, 
vitamin/mineral 
mix Suited for heifer 

development or other 
high energy uses. 

Average. 2 week  
wait; wide range 
in pricing 

$197-219/tonne 
$206/tonne 
average 

Fortified Grain 
and Grain 
Screening 
Pellets 

$468/tonne Bull Development 
and Show Rations, 
12-20% CP, with 
Rumensin, 
vitamin & mineral  

Average. 2 week 
wait. Wide range 
in pricing.  

$303-591/tonne 
$414/tonne 
average 

Corn Dried 
Distillers Grains 

$255/ tonne  Short. 3+ month 
wait  

$185-195/tonne 

Wheat Dried 
Distillers Grains 

$212-
225/tonne 

 Short. 3+ month 
wait for forward 
pricing for 
delivery. 

$160-185/tonne 
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Feed grain prices can impact forage and livestock prices. The 2017 Saskatchewan feed grain supply was 

less infected with ergot and fusarium and additional molds than it was in 2016 crop year. 2016 crop still 

lingers in the system though. Barley is sitting about $173.23/tonne, compared to around $126/tonne in 

2017, and closer, but still higher than the $163/tonne seen in January 2016. Feed grain quality is up, but 

a glut in the market is not there. Current feed wheat prices are at $172.23/tonne compared to 

$159.94/tonne last year at this time, but still below January 2016 prices of $186.70/tonne. Feed grains 

do go into the pelleting and DDGS process, which can contribute to the rise in prices of those goods. 

Adding feed grains to cow rations and staying the course on feedlot rations appears to be the trend. 

Grain screenings include cracked or broken grain and pulse seeds as well as chaff, weed and other crop 

seeds. Many grain handling facilities contract their screenings out ahead of time to existing customers 

and unprocessed screenings are usually moved out quickly. Currently, the supply of screenings is tight.  

Pulse screenings, due to the lower production of pulses this year and excellent quality of what was 

produced has left little as screenings. Vomitoxins are less of a concern than in winter 2017.  

Grain and grain screening pellets are available to producers from a number of different retailers across 

Saskatchewan. It is a challenge to compare one product to another due to variability in product 

consistency, amount of grain present, and guaranteed percentage of crude protein (CP). Pellets may be 

fortified with vitamins, minerals and an ionophore additive (such as Rumensin™), which adds up to 

$40/tonne this year because of vitamin shortages (additional $15-20/tonne past years). Pellets may be 

used in feedlot, backgrounding, cow-calf, range or finishing operations. Current prices for a variety of 

different types of pellets are listed in Table 8. At mid-January there is about a 2-3 week for pellets from 

when orders are placed until shipping. Challenges of vitamin pricing and sourcing pulse screenings are 

causing some of the price rise and the wait time. Many pellets have reformulated to include things such 

as DDGS, barley, whole peas, and wheat to rely less on pulse screenings. The product is more consistent 

and can be produced even with the screening shortages. Demand is steady to increasing.  

Canola meal is the protein-dense product left remaining after canola is crushed for oil. There are several 

canola crushing facilities across Saskatchewan. As of January 24, 2018, the Saskatchewan Ministry of 

Agriculture reported that canola was trading for $469.65/ tonne down from $485.72/tonne last January. 

Current canola meal prices in Saskatchewan are approximately $290.00/tonne, however, some retailers 

only sell wholesale product.    

Alfalfa pellets include dehydrated alfalfa or sun-cured alfalfa pellets. Prices are currently at $240-

$270/tonne depending on quality and whether product is dehydrated or sun-cured. These are relatively 

similar to last year’s reported prices. Domestic usage is slow to moderate, but expected to pick up into 

the spring.  Pellet producers report that the market into the US has been hurt by a 20% increase in duty, 

costs of shipping and the change in the Canadian dollar. The feasibility of shipping south is poor. Regular 

clientele has been maintained, but picking up other customers has been slow. The USDA Kansas City Ag 

Market News is reporting alfalfa pellets valued at $195-210 USD/ton ($268.27-$288.91 CDN/tonne) and 

sun-cured alfalfa pellets at $217-222 USD/ton ($298.54-305.42 CDN/tonne). Currently, Saskatchewan 

plants have an ample stock of baled sun-cured alfalfa and have placed forage for sale.  

Distillers grain products are the by-products remaining following ethanol production. Different distillers 

products that can be used as livestock feed supplements include wet distillers grains, distillers syrup, 

and dried distillers grains. The later is the only one easily available in Saskatchewan.  The demand is 

currently high with forward contracted prices (3 month wait) at $212-215/tonne for wheat DDGS. 
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8)   Forage Price Trends in Neighbouring Jurisdictions 

After all provincial data was summarized late this fall, it appears Alberta and Manitoba both experienced 

average to above average hay yields overall in 2017. Drought in Montana and North Dakota has 

impacted forage production stateside.  

The projected May 1, 2018 stocks across the US are forecast to be historically tight- with more cattle and 

lower production (weather/disaster impacts). There is a forecast of higher national (US) average hay 

prices moving into 2018 production year. The Livestock Marketing Information Center predicts the 

17/18 ALL hay price will average $135/ton while estimates 18/19 crop year will be $150.00/ton. A larger 

cow herd, low on-hand stocks, large droughts, fires, and flooding (hurricanes) are all cited as factors.  

Currently, Alberta has a plentiful number of forage listings from across the province. Manitoba and 

Montana have a decent number of forage listings, while listings are sparse in North Dakota. The lack of 

listings does not necessarily indicate a lack of demand; more so, that there is just not excess feed for 

sale currently. The listings in Table 9 were collected December 1, 2017 through January 20, 2018. 

 

Table 9. Forage (Asking) Prices in Adjacent Provinces and States (Winter) 

 

*American prices have been converted to January 12, 2018 current CDN currency values at $1USD = 
$1.2481CDN   **Figure obtained from the Jan/12/18 Montana Weekly Hay Report average sale price for 
large round straw bales. 
 

Alberta 

There were dry areas in Alberta throughout the 2017 growing season. However, fall reports indicate that 

generally Alberta experienced average to above hay yields. Alberta did not experience a damaging, 

wide-spread late frosts like the majority of Saskatchewan did. At the end of October (final crop report) 

Forage 
Type 

Alberta Manitoba Montana North Dakota 
Price 

Range  
Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Price 
Range 

Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Price 
Range 

Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Price 
Range 

Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Alfalfa 
(1st cut) 

$88-248/T $178 $79-198/T $125 $96-220/T $170 $79-179/T $128 

Alfalfa 
(2nd cut) 

$83-237/T $181 
$110-
198/T 

$153 
$160-
261/T 

$196 
$102-
248/T 

$161 

Alfalfa/
Grass 

$55-250/T $107 $61-165/T $93 
$159-
199/T 

$172 $138 $138 

Grass $37-156/T $93 $44-$71/T $56 $64-179/T $140 $89-138/T $107 

Straw $44-67/T $56 $25-$52/T $40 NA $61 $17-55/T $36 

Green-
feed 

$63-176/T $97 $73-$81/T $77 $96-151/T $125 NA $124 
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there were pockets of shortfalls but over 80% of the province reported adequate to surplus forage 

reserves. Compared with Saskatchewan, there were many more listings for forage trade into January 

2018- likely as sellers are hoping to capitalize on the needs in deficit areas and in western Saskatchewan. 

The North American Drought Index (Figure 1.) shows that the whole southern portion of Alberta is 

sitting in moderate to severe drought conditions. Forage production in 2018 could be drastically 

impacted by limited moisture if conditions persist or worsen.   

Alberta forage prices in 2018 are very similar to the 2017 prices in the alfalfa/grass, grass, and straw 

categories. The current average asking price of mixed hay is $107/tonne compared to the January, 2017 

price of $110/tonne. Greenfeed asking prices are variable, however they currently average $97/tonne 

compared to $75/tonne at this time last year. First/second cut alfalfa is significantly higher than 2017- 

$178/$183 per tonne in comparison to prices last year of $106/$130 per tonne. This is not surprising 

considering the quality of the forage is high this year.  

 

Manitoba 

Manitoba also reported forage yields above the five-year average with the majority of quality reported 

as average or above average. In the western regions (closest to Saskatchewan) the forage supplies are 

adequate, and yields were average to above average once final fall calculations came in. Late pasture 

growth was slowed by dryer conditions and more feeding was initiated. As seen in eastern 

Saskatchewan, pastures with less management are suffering from overgrazing or little carryover/litter. 

The rest of Manitoba had decent growing season moisture conditions and now an adequate to surplus 

feed supply. The November 2017 North America Drought Map shows that Manitoba's southern 

grainbelt was abnormally dry at freeze up. There are a variety of forages listed for sale in Manitoba. 

Alfalfa prices are strong in Manitoba, with $20-$50/tonne higher asking prices in 2018 than in January 

2017. Currently, mixed hay is averaging $93/tonne compared to its January 2017 price of $81/tonne. 

This price is similar to the January 2016 price of $92/tonne. Grass hay and straw are trading for 

considerably less than the previous year ($6/tonne less and $12/tonne less respectively). This is not 

surprising considering an abundance of straw from decent cereal crops and a plentiful wild grass harvest 

as many locations were finally dry enough to bale after many wet years.   

 

Montana 

Montana remains in a drought. As of November, the severity and extent of drought extending 

southward from the Canada/US border has expanded. Montana reports moderate hay trade (United 

States Department of Agriculture, January, 20182). The mild fall weather has slowed demand overall as 

on-farm feedstocks are being stretched. Supplies are good in the central region and sellers have been 

motivated to sell. Pasture conditions will be a factor to watch come summer 2018.  
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North Dakota 

The drought severity in North Dakota lessened to moderate from extreme/severe in June 2017. While 

some relief is seen, the hay production was lower than normal. A milder fall has allowed feed to be 

conserved. South Dakota markets report that although interest has been good for hay trades, buyers are 

not wanting to pay the current asking price.   

 

The CDN and USD continue to be far apart in value- as has been seen for the past number of years. For 

the week ending January 12, 2018 the CDN was trading at $0.8012 USD  ($1 USD= $1.2481 CDN) 

compared to $0.7582 the same week ending in 2017. Forage prices are significantly stronger than 2017. 

When it is considered that the Canadian Dollar was weaker one year ago than it is currently, the relative 

price gap widens with most forages $20-$50/tonne higher than the previous year. Trade may be feasible 

close to the border region if a good price can be found- trucking dependant. However, forages are in 

tight supplies in the region on both sides of the border.   
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9)    Forage Seed Prices 

The average retail price of commonly purchased and seeded forage species in Saskatchewan is 

presented in Table 10. This information is meant to reflect general forage seed prices at the current 

time. Prices represent certified #1 seed, unless otherwise specified, and were obtained from four major 

seed retail companies in Saskatchewan.  

Table 10. Forage Seed Prices in Saskatchewan as at January 18, 2018 

Class Species 2018 
Average 
Price $/lb 

2017 
Average 

Price ($/lb) 

Grasses Certified Smooth Brome $4.96 $4.81 

  Smooth Brome (Common)*** $4.98 $5.47 

  Certified Meadow Brome $5.28 $5.12 

  Meadow Brome (Common)** $4.83 $5.83 

  Hybrid Brome*** $5.96 $5.42 

  Russian Wildrye $6.79 $7.07 

  Tall Fescue $3.24 $3.29 

  Fairway Crested Wheatgrass $6.03 $6.09 

  Kirk Crested Wheatgrass $4.87 $4.87 

 Crested Wheatgrass 
(Common)* 

$4.40 $4.40 

 Intermediate Wheatgrass $3.80 NA 

 Pubescent Wheatgrass $7.46 NA 

Legumes Alfalfa - hay variety $4.87 $4.89 

  Alfalfa - creeping root $4.93 $4.89 

  Alfalfa (Common) $4.57 $4.63 

  Cicer Milk Vetch $6.05 $6.10 

  Sainfoin $3.91 $4.36 

  Alsike Clover $4.32 $4.33 

  Norgold Sweet Clover*** $3.78 $2.96 

  Common Sweet Clover $2.58 $2.50 

  Hairy Vetch** $3.54 $4.33 

Native Western Wheatgrass $11.82 $13.03 

  Northern Wheatgrass $15.60 $17.21 

  Slender Wheatgrass $3.79 $3.56 

  Green Needlegrass $19.89 $29.55 

  June Grass $30.30 $30.21 

  Canada Wildrye*** $18.74 $20.65 

 Purple Prairie Clover (legume)*** $63.84 $51.59 

 *one company reporting    **two companies reporting   ***three companies reporting 
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Producers should contact seed companies or distributors for specific information related to product 

attributes and availability as well as any guarantees of quality, certification or other parameters that are 

specific to that company, species or variety.  

Native seed prices listed are current January 2018 prices as per the major forage retailers. However, 

prices fluctuate regularly for these species depending on demand and availability. There are several 

native seed growers who harvest and market seed directly across western Canada. A listing of native 

seed producers may be found through the Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan at 

http://npss.sk.ca/docs/2_pdf/Native_Plant_Source_List_2013_-_revised.pdf  

Forage seed prices increased 20-40% for some species between 2014-15 and 2015-16, with minor price 

softening seen in 2017.  In general, forage seed prices have stayed relatively static from 2017 prices.  

Small changes can be seen in the tame species, but nothing significant noted. The price for western 

wheatgrass, northern wheatgrass, and Canada wildrye have seen slight price declines in 2018. The 

average price of green needle grass has decreased nearly $10/lbs since last year. This price is still a far 

cry from the prices it retailed for 5-10 years ago that were comparable to certified tame grass. Purple 

prairie clover's price average has increased over $12/lbs since 2017. It is not surprising when these seed 

prices fluctuate yearly as seed production in native species is not consistent from year to year.      

A few additional points of note regarding forage seed price trends.  Demand for non-invasive creeping 

root grasses has been aided by the requirement to use them within the Growing Forward 2 forage 

seeding programs. These include hybrid brome, intermediate wheatgrass, and pubescent wheatgrass. 

Producer demand for these forages may change as new program guidelines are announced in April 

2018. As 'cocktail' mixes of annuals/biennials continues to grow in popularity, caution should be taken 

regarding using potentially invasive plant species. Hairy vetch has begun to invade into ditches, wetland 

margins, and waste areas. Vetch seeds can be toxic, and the quality as a forage is less than other 

standard legumes.  

http://npss.sk.ca/docs/2_pdf/Native_Plant_Source_List_2013_-_revised.pdf

