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This document details the current market prices and general trends for forage products in Saskatchewan 

and nearby jurisdictions as at September 29, 2017. Information was obtained through a variety of 

methods including telephone interviews, personal interviews, electronic correspondence, social media 

communication as well as advertisements found on-line and in newspapers. The goal of this report is to 

provide an accurate assessment of forage prices across Saskatchewan at this current point in time. All 

data collected was as current and credible as possible, and each piece was carefully analyzed to 

determine its relevancy. The Saskatchewan Forage Council, including the author of this report, have 

made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the data reported, however it does not guarantee and 

accepts no legal liability arising from or connected to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of any 

material contained in this document. 

 

A sincere thank you goes out to all of the forage, dairy and beef producers that were contacted to share 

their insight and current perspectives on this valuable industry. Thank you for taking time out of your 

busy schedules!! 
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1. Executive Summary 

The September 2017 Saskatchewan Forage Market Price Discovery Report is a compilation of data and 

information collected from a diverse group of forage industry stakeholders in Saskatchewan as well as 

neighbouring provinces and states during August and September of 2017. This report presents a general 

overview of growing conditions for forage crops across Saskatchewan in 2017, as well as prices for 

different forage types and market trends as of this fall. 

Saskatchewan producers were optimistic going into the growing season. Hay and pasture soil moisture 

conditions were adequate to saturated across the province at the beginning of May. While on-farm 

inventory was good through April, cool weather in May slowed pasture growth, and further depleted 

forage stocks on hand. Widespread frost in May set back forage stands further. Precipitation was spotty 

to non-existent through May, June and July. The widespread dry conditions depressed yields even 

further. Hay quality however was reported as excellent across the province due to the hot dry weather 

during haying. Hay and pasture moisture conditions at September 25, 2017 were short to very short 

nearly province wide. Very little second cut hay was harvested due to lack of moisture for regrowth after 

the first cut. Many producers have implemented management strategies to buffer on-farm forage 

shortages. 

In 2017, hay production yields were below the long-term average for the province as a whole.  

Regionally, pockets in the far northern grain belt, in particular the north west, did have average yields.  

Prices are higher than in 2016, and in 2017, prices had an overall sense of firmness to them. Alfalfa/grass 

hay is worth $127.93/tonne in 2017-which is noticeably higher than the $103.85/tonne seen in fall of 

2016. First and second cut alfalfa has a current value of $153.89/tonne and $141.92/tonne respectively, 

compared with $97.78/tonne and $102.06/tonne at the same time last year. Grass hay has an average 

value of $110.01/tonne compared to $100.63/tonne in 2016. Greenfeed is currently calculated to have a 

weighted average of $120.37/tonne compared to its 2016 price of $94.60/tonne. Straw is valued at 

$54.80/tonne- approximately $10.00/tonne less than 2016. 

During September transactions were occurring quickly for fair priced forages that were affordable to 

transport. A timely harvest has allowed for straw and greenfeed to be baled in good condition.  

Additional salvaged crops are not likely to enter the market in 2017. Majority of buyers and sellers utilize 

electronic listings by means of initiating transactions that are not neighbour-to-neighbour.  

In Alberta timely rains resulted in average yields of good to excellent quality forages. However, the 

south east suffered much of the same drought as southern Saskatchewan. Manitoba forage yields were 

slightly below average as Manitoba experienced slow growth of forages throughout May mainly 

attributed to winter injury on forages, drier conditions, and below normal temperatures. It is currently 

estimated that on-farm stocks are adequate for the most part in Manitoba.  Montana and North Dakota 

are suffering the same severe drought-like conditions as Saskatchewan. Forage supplies (both hay and 

pasture) are extremely low. Emergency measures and drought response have occurred stateside. In 

August southern Saskatchewan sellers saw strong demand from US customers for forages, however, 

movement of Saskatchewan hay slowed in September. 
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2. Saskatchewan Forage Production Trends for 2017 

For most of Saskatchewan in 2017, forage growing conditions were less than ideal resulting in below 

average yields. Although spring soils were saturated, the temperature remained cool, slowing growth.  

Widespread frost then hit knocking back hay stands in many regions. Then, drought ensued in all but the 

northern grainbelt. Haying was concluded in a timely manner due to plentiful heat and a widespread 

lack of moisture.  

The Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture reported below average forage yields for hay across the 

province as shown below in Table 1. Long-term average yields by crop are displayed in Figure 1. 2017 

saw the second lowest average forage production in seven years. In 2015, the only year with lower 

averages, late spring frost was also a factor then. Regionally, the outlier in July 20th yield reports was 

the northwest region with 1.4-2.2 ton/acre reported for alfalfa and alfalfa/grass hay. The southwest's 

lows of 0.75 ton/acre fell below the 1.0-1.4 ton/acre seen across the central and eastern areas of 

Saskatchewan. Early greenfeed reports indicate low yields (0.9 ton/acre) in the northwest and southeast 

and 1.4 ton/acre and 1.7-2.0 ton/acre in the southwest and other regions respectively. As the summer 

progressed, yields fell to be 0.8 ton/acre in the southeast and west central regions and 1.4-1.6 in the 

northern regions as at August 10, 2017. Greenfeed yields increased provincially in August to fall within 

the long term average range of 1.7 ton/acre. 

  

Table 1. Estimated Provincial Hay Yields (in tons/acre) as at July 17, 2017. 

2017 Provincial Forage Yields (tons/acre) 

Crop Dry Land Irrigated Land 

Alfalfa 1.2 1.9 

Brome/Alfalfa 1.0 2.0 

Other Tame Hay 0.96 2.2 

Wild Hay 0.9 0.6 

Greenfeed 1.4 1.8 

Data source: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 2017 Crop Reports 
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Figure 1. Long-term Saskatchewan Average Hay Yields (in tons/acre) from 2011-2017, as Reported 

Annually in July. 

 

Data sources: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture Crop Report, 2017; Saskatchewan Forage Council 

2016 Forage Market Price Survey. 

 

Forages harvested in 2017 are of good quality. Very little rain fell during haying. Producers listing hay 

indicate no rain on the crop which is an anomaly only seen during drought. Forage Specialists indicated 

forage quality peaked approximately two weeks earlier than normal.  Although some producers started 

cutting in June, many delayed cutting hoping for additional tonnage even if quality would be lost 

through increased fibre in the plants. As feed analysis' begin to be reported it will be seen how much 

better 2017 hay is. One producer indicated their straight grass hay tested better than their 2016 straight 

alfalfa. The Ministry of Agriculture reported that as at July 17, 2017, approximately 59% of the hay crop 

was baled or silage with an additional 20% that was cut ready for baling. 2017 mimicked 2015 at 54% 

and 18% baled and cut respectively, while it was significantly ahead of 2016 at 28% and 22% 

respectively.  Second cuts of forages have become more common in past number of years with higher 

moisture conditions. Indications are that second cuts were either non-existent or extremely poor in all 

areas except the far northern grainbelt. Reasons sighted include: winter injury due to the 2016 second 

cut, lack of moisture in July, and plants suffering from lack of fertility.  

Fertility management has become widespread and highly technical across the Saskatchewan grain 

industry. The forage industry has not followed suit. Producers who utilized forage fertility programs 

indicate their yields were only decreased by 15-20% in comparison to neighbouring fields with no 

fertility (up to 50% decrease). There continues to be a strong case for fertility management.  Forage 

stand fertility is being actively pursued by Forage Specialists across the province. 
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The growing trend seen in 2016 of “wrapped” silage bales or bales made with hay preservative has gone 

by the wayside in 2017. Conditions were favorable for the drying and baling of quality forages in a timely 

fashion.  Producers who ensile because of the benefits of using silage are still carrying out the practice 

for their own use. These methods of putting up feed may see a resurgence in future times of high 

precipitation as producers will likely still own the equipment they purchased in 2016. 

Yellowfeed, defined as greenfeed sprayed with glyphosate to terminate growth and accelerate drying 

before feed is cut and baled, was a forage producers had begun using over the past five years. 

Production of yellowfeed has dropped off significantly in 2017. Drying conditions were ideal so chemical 

to kill plants was not needed. Time will tell yellowfeed will become a norm or a passing fad.   

Hay prices are listed higher than in 2016. While 2016 had many listings with few transactions, 2017 hay 

movement is brisk and comparable to 2015. Although many aspects of 2017 mimic 2015 there are some 

exceptions- a reduction in calf prices (approximately $1.00/lbs), an early crop harvest, and very poor 

pasture conditions.   

Spring sprung early in 2017. Overall moisture levels were above average and plants got off to a very 

early start, but the growth was slow due to insufficient heat. Unfortunately, wide spread frost affected 

the province after many alfalfa and grass stands had started to grow. This is cited as one of the main 

contributing factors to the depressed yields seen in perennial forages in 2017. 

Spring hay and pasture conditions were generally very good across the province. Saskatchewan hay land 
and pasture topsoil moisture was rated as 16 per cent surplus, 81 per cent adequate and three per cent 
short as of May 1st, 2017. As seen in Figure 2, a large portion of the northeast reported excess moisture 
going into the growing season. Two localized areas around Davidson and north of Weyburn indicated a 
shortage of moisture this spring. The majority of producers in Saskatchewan could not have asked for a 
better start to the hay and pasture growing season, with optimism high.  At no other time in history has 
a hay land topsoil moisture map changed so drastically for the worse in 4 months (Shannon Friesen pers 
comm., 2017).  As of September 25, 2017, hay land and pasture topsoil moisture was rated as 22 per 
cent adequate, 34 per cent short and 44 per cent very short.  Areas experiencing shortages are 
widespread and are having an impact on forage prices and demand. The late frost in many areas that 
still have adequate moisture (such as east of Saskatoon) has resulted in forage shortages. 
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Figure 2. Hay and Pasture Topsoil Moisture Conditions in April and September of 2017. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data source: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, May 1, 2017 and September 25, 2017. 

 

Winter weather is one of many factors influencing feed inventory on hand. Winter 2016/17 was not 

considered abnormal. Inventories mid-April 2017 would have likely been considered "okay" by many 

producers. However, a slow start to pasture growth resulted in 2-3 extra weeks of feeding for many 

across the province.  Carryover inventories from 2016 were considered low province wide going into 

haying. Low carryover is likely contributing to the forage prices seen in fall 2017 in a two-fold way:  

Producers who usually have carryover and may sell excess forages (increasing market supply) do not 

have forages to sell; and Producers who count on some carryover to get them through the year do not 

have carryover (increasing market demand) and are entering the market as buyers. 
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Figure 3. North American Drought Conditions at May 31, 2017 and August 31, 2017. 

 Data source: National Drought Mitigation Center May 31, 2017 and August 31, 2017. 
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Across North America drought prevailed in a belt from the Pacific Coast to the shores of Hudson Bay 

which then extend into the northern United States. Drought levels are shown in Figure 3. 2016 was dry 

across many parts of Montana and North Dakota. The hot, dry summer persisted. The drought area has 

grown exponentially and a long-term drought is now being seen in the Dakotas. Conservation Reserve 

Program hay land was opened up for harvest throughout North Dakota and eastern Montana.  Low 

forage yields in British Columbia, southeast Alberta, southern Saskatchewan and southwest Manitoba 

are unable to buffer the low forage yields south of the border.  Late in the summer, producers south of 

the Trans-Canada Highway saw elevated prices which they directly attributed to the additional pressure 

from south of the border. The purchasing power of the US dollar and drought support programs (as 

discussed in Section 7) will play a factor in hay exports. 

The main concern of producers interviewed is not winter 2017/18 but spring 2018 and beyond. This 

concern is widespread. Producers are anxious that not enough soil moisture will be present for plants to 

break dormancy or produce average tonnage, and pasture carryover is so low there will be little for 

livestock to graze. The chance that annual crop production will be dismal is also a fear. 

Canada’s cattle herd once again increased in size in 2017 by a slight 

0.1% to 13 million head (Statistics Canada, 20171). Growth in overall 

numbers has been slow. The provincial beef herd numbers showed an 

increase above the national average (0.9% increase). Saskatchewan's 

herd increased from 2.715 million head in July of 2015 up to 2.745 

million head in July of 2016 and then again increased to 2.769 million 

head in July 2017 (note: the old form Statistics Canada numbers were 

used in this calculation).  

While the national herd size has grown, the number of farms reporting 

cattle inventories has dropped a staggering 6.6% since July 2015 (1.5% 

drop since July 2016). The basic assumption is more livestock are on 

fewer operations resulting in more animals to feed on one single 

operation.  With larger operations, a small percentage short on one 

operation could actually be a large quantity of feed. 

Producer interviews indicated a strong leaning to sell all heifer calves in the fall calf run to offset the 

current feed shortage on-farm. Cattle feeders indicated they would be stepping back from purchasing 

hay as a feedstuff and relying more on silage and alternatives. Additionally, long-keep backgrounding 

would be reduced or eliminated from 2017/18 operations to increase profitability.  

*Note: Statistics Canada altered 

the way of tabulating the cattle 

herd size in July 2017, thus 

previous year estimates are being 

revised with the new 

methodology and will be 

available in January 2018 for 

usage. For example: The 2016 

herd size was estimated to be 

13.2 million in 2016. This will be 

revised lower in January 2018 

because using the new 

methodology the July 2017 

estimate of a 0.1% increase saw 

the overall herd size at 13 million 

head only.* 
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The crop harvest in Saskatchewan was slightly early to normal.  Provincially, harvest weather was 

favourable with only small moisture delays. Unlike in 2016, where unharvested crops turned into feed as 

a last ditch effort to salvage the crop late in the fall, the greenfeed harvest is generally complete and 

straw has been baled. Localized hail storms hit in 2017, thus hailed forages will not play a major role in 

the 2017 feedstock equation. Crops not worth combining due to poor yields may be the only 

unexpected forage. Likely these forages will remain on farm for personal use to offset shortages. In 2016 

high yielding silage crops could help to reduce price pressures on stored hay. In 2017 this was 

completely opposite- lower silage yields may very well end up being propped up by hay or alternative 

feedstuffs.  

Pasture regrowth has been virtually non-existent province wide with the exception in the far northern 

grainbelt. Pastures are in poorer condition with less carryover than desired. Producers will most 

definitely be opting to graze as late as possible knowing how short of feed they are. However, excessive 

grazing during drought can set back spring growth 2-3 weeks resulting in longer feeding in spring 2018.  

Saskatchewan producers who are buying and selling forage conduct the majority of their transactions 

between neighbours or through acquaintances instead of listing publically. This is consistent from years 

previous. Print advertising and social media listings are used. The electronic listing service Kijiji has 

become by far the most popular means of buying and selling on farms across Saskatchewan over the 

past 3 years. Through September, the majority of listings of average priced forages sold in under a week 

on Kijiji. In 2017 the government-sponsored listing service was discontinued citing producer's preferred 

use of Kijiji. Forages baled in 2016 are just not being listed for sale. It is unclear as to if it is because there 

were really no supplies of 2016 hay remaining in stacks at pasture turnout, or if sellers are choosing to 

liquidate higher valued products and potentially utilize their poorer quality year old hay themselves. 

Producers indicated a variety of options they will be looking at to overcome poor hay yields. These 

include: selling cows; selling all calves including heifers early in the fall; selling bred heifers instead of 

retaining them; having cattle custom fed elsewhere; using straw and pellets or grain for feed; purchasing 

feed at a premium; baling additional greenfeed if possible.  
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Over the past six years, seeded tame hay acres from year to year decreased slightly, but are seen to be 

relatively stable.  When 2011 acreage is compared to 2016 acreage approximately 160,000 acres of 

tame hay has been lost over the six years.  2016 tame hay acreage sits at 4,499,780 acres (Statistics 

Canada, 20172). Acres seeded to field crops have steadily increased and hit a plateau in 2016, while 

acres in summerfallow continue to decline.  Seeded tame hay acres for 2017 are not available at the 

time of this report. 

 

Figure 4. Seeded Acreage for Field Crops and Tame Hay in Saskatchewan are Displayed for 2011-2016. 

 

*Field crops include barley, canary seed, canola, chickpeas, flaxseed, lentils, mustard, oats, peas, rye, soybeans, 

durum, spring wheat and winter wheat. 

Data source: Statistics Canada, 2016. 

Manitoba seeded tame hay acres are reported as gradually rising in the five past years but took a turn 

downward in 2016 to 1.78 million acres.  Alberta, similar to Saskatchewan, has experienced a continued 

reduction in the reported seeded acres of tame hay, and in 2016, approximately 4.39 million acres were 

seeded to tame forages. Nationally, forage acres dropped from 16.68 million acres in 2015 to 15.14 

million acres in 2016. 

 

3. Weeds, Field Pests and Disease Impacts in 2017 

There were no major provincial outbreaks of forage pests this past season. A cool, moist 2016 followed 

by a hot, dry 2017 has limited many forage pest life cycles that rely on consistent conditions for more 

than one growing season. 2018 could pose issues if the current hot, dry cycle continues. Alfalfa weevil 

persisted in pockets throughout the province. Infestations were documented up to two weeks earlier 

than normal. Severe infestations resulted in complete annihilation of fields. Pesticide applications would 

reduce damage, but often too late. Alfalfa weevil will continue to be a pest of economic concern into the 

near future. 
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The grasshopper forecast for 2017 was 0-2/ m2 across the province with extremely small pockets of very 

light (2-4/m2) infestations based on fall 2016 counts (SCIC Provincial Grasshopper Map, 2017). However, 

the hot dry conditions, which are conducive to grasshopper proliferation, were prevalent across the 

province. Grasshopper infestations can quickly occur locally under these climatic conditions. 

There were relatively few reports of diseases affecting forage crops at the Ministry of Agriculture Crop 

Protection Laboratory once again in 2017. It should be noted that in 2016 fusarium was present in more 

than 50% of the crop fields surveyed (Crop Production News, 2017). Fusarium and ergot can both 

severely impact grass and greenfeed quality.  Ministry of Agriculture staff dealt with widespread 

producer inquires regarding fusarium and ergot last year. In future wet, cool years these disease bodies 

should be monitored within susceptible forage crops.   

There continues to be few systemic weed problems reported in forages. Strong healthy perennial plants 

often have the ability to buffer any annual weed infestations.  As forages are bought and transported by 

producers in 2017, an increased level of invasive species may be spread in purchased forages. When hay 

fields are grazed post harvest the chance of increased local noxious weeds invading the stand increases.  

Localized infestations of noxious weeds such as Canada thistle, narrow-leafed hawks beard, absinthe, 

foxtail barley, leafy spurge, downy brome, scentless chamomile, and toadflax may occur.  

In Saskatchewan, there are currently 14 reported herbicide resistances within weeds: cleavers, kochiax2, 

wild oats, chickweed, shepherd’s purse, wild and ball mustard, redroot pigweed, Russian thistle, 

stinkweed, hemp nettle, Persian darnel, and green foxtail (Crop Production News, 2017). Perennial 

forages can generally out compete these species. 

 

4. Saskatchewan Hay and Forage Freight Rates 

Hay transporters are once again in demand in 2017. Transporters report high demand for their services 

including "needing put additional trucks on the road to meet demand", and "being as busy as I want to 

be". Buyers report a wide variability in rates as they look for transporters to move forages for them. 

When demand for transport is high companies hold prices at a rate less prone to negotiations. Diesel 

prices fluctuations have settled, which can reduce wild swings in transportation costs. In 2016 little hay 

moved and in 2015 a steady movement was seen. Table 2 breaks down fall 2017 transportation costs.  

It appears hay transporters are beginning to further standardize how they provide rates to potential 

clients ($/loaded mile or a flat hourly rate). In Saskatchewan, based on interviews, forage freight rates 

vary from a low of $4.00/loaded mile to a high of $11/loaded mile. In 2017, the average long haul hay 

transportation rate for Saskatchewan, was between $6.32-$6.61/loaded mile.  These numbers 

represent real transactions in 2017 as hay is steadily moving. Table 2 explains other freight rate metrics 

as reported (with an additional eight reported rates).  

In a year of low production/high demand, the self-loading units do not accurate depict what it costs to 

transport hay to livestock on a provincial scale. It can however, indicate what levels of transport 

producers themselves cover for moving their forages from a local field to their individual feedyard. In 

years of high production/low demand it may provide insight into neighbour to neighbour transport costs 

as producers generally do not need to search outside of their neighbourhood for forages. According to 

the Government of Saskatchewan’s 2016-17 Farm Machinery Custom and Rental Rate Guide for self-
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unloading bale movers (best suited for short hauls), an appropriate hourly custom rate of $184.65/hr is 

reported. Self-picking costs vary from $1.40/bale/mile to 3.29/bale/mile for an average of 

$2.35/bale/mile. Producers commented self pickers are in high demand and are difficult to secure for 

jobs.  

Table 2. Hay Transportation Costs in Saskatchewan as Reported by the Hour 

Condition of Measurement Rate  

 Self loading/unloading units  $2.35/bale/loaded mile 

>96km (i.e. 60 mile) distance, to USA 4.85/loaded mile 

<96 km (60 miles) distance, 34 bales/load $133/hr 

>96km (i.e. 60 mile) distance, 34 bales/load $6.32/ loaded mile 

 

 

 

5. Current Saskatchewan Forage Prices by Crop and Sector 

In 2017, average hay crop yields across Saskatchewan were below normal, closely resembling yields 

experienced in 2015.  Producers in the northwest were pleased with average to above average yields.  

Due to the hot and dry haying season, hay quality is reportedly good. Producer complaints lie with 

quantity not quality. Some rain delays were seen in the northern grainbelt. However, these were 

overcome in an acceptable time frame which still resulted in a quality product.  

Demand for hay this season is high. Livestock producers from across Saskatchewan were surveyed via 

twitter and personal communications mid September as to their level of feedstocks. Majority of 

producers were just right/would be tight with what they had or would be short of forages. Many 

producers surveyed who are 'just right' have stated they are reducing cow numbers, not retaining 

calves, and/or baling straw and greenfeed to have just the right amount of feed. 
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Figure 5. Level of Feedstocks on Farm, Surveyed September 2017  

 

 

The majority of electronic listings of forages for sale have been moving offline within a short number of 

days. Sellers in northern and eastern Saskatchewan are slower to move forages in 2017 as local demand 

is flat. There is a sense that if drought continues through freeze-up it will continue to be a seller's 

market. Provincially, the potential in the drought stricken areas (see Figure 2) for poor spring growth on 

pastures is real, which would result in prolonged spring feeding.   

Price information was collected through phone and email surveys of livestock producers, hay producers, 

hay brokers, dairy farmers, and feedlots. Data was also collected from electronic scans of online 

classified ads (i.e. kijiji.ca, hayexchange.com), Western Producer classified ads, and provincial and state 

government forage listing services. Simple and weighted averages are provided in Table 3. There were 

an adequate supply of listings (similar to 2016). However, in 2017, prices had an overall sense of 

firmness to them.  

Table 3. Average 2017 Forage Prices in Saskatchewan  

Forage Type Weighted 
Average Price 
($/tonne) 

High 
($/tonne) 

Low 
($/tonne) 

Grass Hay $110.01 $157.47 $66.13 

First Cut Alfalfa $153.89 $176.37 $97.00 
Second Cut 
Alfalfa 

$141.92 $176.37 $107.25 

Alfalfa/Grass 
mix 

$127.93 $182.45 $84.79 

Greenfeed $120.37 $176.37 $79.61 

Clover $87.87 $99.57 75.59 

Cereal Straw $54.80 $96.45 $33.07 

Pulse Straw $71.66 $79.36 $55.12 
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First and second cut alfalfa has a current weighted average $153.89/tonne and $141.92/tonne 

respectively, compared with $97.78/tonne and $102.06/tonne at the same time last year. There are few 

offerings of second cut alfalfa as most areas could not sustain a second cut. Although alfalfa prices are 

stronger than in 2016, they are still off the mark by $50/tonne from 2015 prices when record fall calf 

prices were seen.   

Alfalfa/grass hay has a weighted average of $127.93/tonne in 2017 which is noticeably higher than the 

$103.85/tonne seen in fall of 2016. South of the Yellowhead Highway transactions occurred very quickly 

on listed alfalfa/grass forages as southern buyers try to minimize trucking costs. The two highest prices 

(of $176.37/tonne) were settled prices in the far south. Some buyers have indicated they are hoping to 

hold off buying to see if asking prices may soften in the coming months.   

Grass hay has a current weighted average value of $110.01/tonne compared to $100.63/tonne in 2016. 

2017 near mimics 2016 prices in every sense with the simple average prices and high/low prices within 

dollars of each other. Whether the grass hay being sold is slough hay, ditch hay, meadow/wild grass, or 

seeded tame forages may influence the asking price. The anticipation by sellers that there would be a 

demand for all classes of hay, including slough and ditch hay, may influenced the number of lots coming 

on the market this fall.  

Greenfeed is currently calculated to have a weighted average of $120.37/tonne compared to its 2016 

price of $94.60/tonne.  In 2016, the quantity of unharvested crops taken as greenfeed 'saved the day' by 

ensuring producers had enough feed. In 2017 harvest has progressed nicely, with greenfeed being put 

up already- no additional 'unplanned' greenfeed is expected widespread to cause a price adjustment as 

occurred in 2016. Listed greenfeed included barley, oats, and oat/pea mixes. There was no yellowfeed 

listed in 2017. Discussions with Forage Specialists indicate that producers have near completely shifted 

away from this practice in 2017.  

Cereal straw will be incorporated as a alternative feedstuff province wide through the upcoming winter. 

Interviewed producers indicate that straw was baled dry and is valued at $54.80/tonne. This weighted 

average is about $10.00/tonne less than fall 2016. The high prices ($96.45/tonne) were confirmed 

settled in the southwest region.  Pulse straw listings averaged $71.66/tonne. The superior price over 

cereal straw reflects the additional feed value of this straw. 

Yellow sweet clover hay is not commonly found across the province. The average listing price was 

$87.87/tonne. In decades past it may have been used as a short term (2 year) answer for feed needs. 

Today, more producers have become keenly aware of anticoagulant factors of uncertified varieties. 

Yellow sweet clover is often used for green manure on organic farms, or included in newly planted hay 

stands as cover.  

A comparison of forage prices from 2013-2017 can be viewed in Table 4 on the following page with a 

graphical analysis in Figure 5 found following the table. 
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Table 4. Average Forage Prices in Saskatchewan from 2013-2017 

 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 

Forage Type Average 
Price 

($/Tonne) 

Average 
Price 

($/Tonne) 

Average 
Price 

($/Tonne) 

Average Price 
($/Tonne) 

Average Price 
($/Tonne) 

Grass Hay 110.013 $100.66 $162.98 $94 $82 

First Cut Alfalfa 153.89 $97.78 $197.23 $98 $98 

Second Cut Alfalfa 141.92 $127.36 $232.33 $118 $111 

Alfalfa/Grass Mix 127.93 $97.98 $177.35 $86 $81 

Greenfeed 120.37 $94.60 $140.96 $83 $79 

Straw 54.80 $63.11 $47.99 $44 $46 

Yellow Sweet Clover 87.87 - 192.90 - - 

Data Sources: Saskatchewan Forage Council, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 

 

Figure 6. Average Saskatchewan Forage Prices (in $/tonne) from 2013-2017 
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A) Standing Hay 

There was very little private standing hay reported in 2017 during August and September. Standing hay 

rates were actively sought from producers known to purchase standing hay. Across the province there is 

a large quantity of standing hay that was harvested, however agreements are often on a mutual, long-

term basis, between neighbours or farmers. Organizations with a habitat conservation focus such as 

Environment Canada, Ducks Unlimited Canada, Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation, and Nature 

Conservancy of Canada often control large tracks of land that are tendered for hay yearly, bi-yearly or 

on an as-needed basis.   

There are three common agreements for standing hay: 

1) the buyer takes responsibility for cutting, baling and hauling the forage and then takes a previously 

agreed upon share of the hay.  

2) a price per acre. The buyer is responsible to match their per acre offer in accordance to what they 

gauge production will be. This is more common with habitat conservation organizations or government. 

The 2017 lease rate (crown) for hayland was $14.34/acre. It is estimated habitat conservation 

organizations offer a minimum of 12,000 acres of standing hay yearly. 2017 price per acre varied greatly 

from $15.00-$65.00/acre.    

3) sold on a per weight basis (i.e. 15% dry matter) after the hay was cut, baled, and weighed by the 

purchaser. Majority of rates collected were from long-term agreements where the prices/lbs remains 

constant in years of high prices and low prices. Those interviewed stated that this worked out to be fair 

to both parties in the long run. There were no defined regional rate trends in 2017. Rates from across 

the province averaged $0.021/lbs with the range of $0.0125 - $0.05/lbs. The mean price was 

$0.0185/lbs. Assuming these stands yielded the 2017 provincial average of 1.0 tons/acre (equivalent to 

0.91 tonnes/acre), this would result in a per acre amount ranging from $25.00-$100.00/acre.  

The cost of cutting and baling hay needs to be factored in as well when evaluating standing forage 

compared to baled forage. As reported in the 2016 Fall Report, the approximate cost of cutting is 

$11.97/acre and the cost of baling is $10.54/1800lbs bale (Saskatchewan’s 2016-17 Farm Machinery 

Custom Rate and Rental Guide). For a crop that yields the provincial 2017 average of 1.0 tons/acre, the 

cost of cutting ($11.97/acre) and baling ($11.71/acre) would be is approximately $23.68/acre in addition 

to the cost of the standing forage. 

B) Small Square Hay Bales 

Small square bales are typically sold on a per bale basis. Small square hay bales typically weigh 50-70 lbs 

and straw bales weigh approximately 40 lbs. The bales may be purchased by small-scale farmers, or 

recreational or acreage owners feed small numbers of livestock. A high volume of electronic listings 

were seeking to buy small square hay bales- mainly for horses. The reason for seeking forages was often 

listed as the normal supply was not an adequate quantity. Electronic listings of small square bales for 

sale were plentiful leading up to authoring this report. However, the turnover of listings was weekly- 

which can be assumed is due to a high demand and quick selling of the bales. Due to their smaller size 

and higher labour input for stacking and hauling, they are typically more expensive on a $/tonne basis 

than large round or large square bales. Table 5 demonstrates the average prices for small square hay 

and straw bales on a per bale basis. 
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Table 5. 2017 Small Square Bale Asking Prices Across Saskatchewan 

Forage Type 2016 Average Price ($/bale) 2017 Average Price ($/bale) 

Alfalfa $6.50  $6.25  

Alfalfa/Grass $4.89  $6.20  

Grass $5.50  $5.30  

Unspecified Hay $5.00  $5.00  

Straw $2.13  $2.94  

Organic Hay NA $5.92  

Greenfeed NA $6.50  

 

Generally, 2017 square bale values were not significantly different than 2016 values.  However, the 

major exception was alfalfa/grass bales. High quality feed (no rain) in 2017 averaged a listing price of 

$1.31/bale higher than in 2016 when the majority of feed was of lower quality (due to rain).   

C) Dairy Sector 

Dairy forage prices have been strong thus far in 2017. According to producers, dairy hay was reportedly 

worth as low as $165.34/tonne up to $220.46/tonne with the average valued price of dairy quality hay 

to be $205.17/tonne. These farmers typically purchase their forage from the same source annually, or 

produce their own to use, therefore these values may be slightly lower than asking prices for similar 

forages. Interestingly this year's low was 2016's high price. The average value of dairy quality hay 

increased by 33% this year. 

Dairy forage is often sold based on the Relative Feed Value (RFV) as reported in the nutritional analysis. 

Usual RFV for dairy use is 140.  An old rule of thumb was that dairy hay was worth $0.80/RFV unit, 

however in 2015, hay rose to a high of approximately $1.50/RFV unit, but then decreased to $1/RFV unit 

in 2016. This year dairy farmers have indicated that dairy quality hay is worth approximately $1.42-

1.70/RFV unit. Converting that to $/tonne is demonstrated in the following calculation: 

140 RFV x $1.42/RFV unit = $200/ton or $220.46/tonne 

 140 RFV x $1.70/RFV unit = $238/ton or $262.35/tonne 

The average discovered asking prices for dairy quality hay in Alberta and Manitoba in 2017 are 

$164.30/tonne and $132.28/tonne respectively. However, it should be noted that very few dairy quality 

forages are offered for sale. Likely one factor is the sellers and buyers have a long standing relationship 

or have already concluded transactions. Dairy nutritionists indicate most feed has been moving into 

Saskatchewan from these provinces in 2017. 

Producers made some very strong indications of the forage trends within the dairy industry. Alfalfa saw 

winter kill and poor seedling establishment this year. The second cut of alfalfa, which dairy producers 

rely on for superior RFV, was virtually none existent across the province in 2017. A cool spring start and 

summer drought were to blame.  Signals are that hay is being brought in from Alberta where moisture 

was more plentiful or fields were irrigated. The practice of utilizing silage continues to grow even in the 

dairy industry that has had a long running use of silage. Producers indicated that they use silage as much 

as possible. Dairy nutritionists confirm the silage shift. They indicate that from a nutrition point of view, 

cows have a roughage/forage requirement and not a hay requirement. Some of their most successful 
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clients only use silages in their milk cow rations to better control quality with respect to weather 

patterns (forage supply). The continued development of dryland corn varieties has resulted in high 

yielding silage fields.   

Silage yields were reported to be average or significantly 

below average for barley, alfalfa, and corn in 2017 from 

Dairy Producers. Silage was valued on-farm at anywhere 

from $40-55/metric tonne for barley silage up to 

$65/metric tonne for corn silage (all values reported in the 

bunk on a 35% dry matter basis). Very few producers in 

Saskatchewan silage alfalfa, but when it is a feed option it is 

valued between $40-50/metric tonne. Silage values have 

increased over what the past 2 years' values were on dairy 

operations.  

D) Organic Hay 

Pricing of organic hay has many factors which can lead to difficulty in discovering true price. Many 

producers who are certified organic in grain production do not raise their livestock as certified organic, 

hence a decreased demand for certified organic forages. Most producers of organic livestock grow their 

own forages and retain surplus for future years. Lastly, the organic industry is a very tight-knit, organized 

group- thus most needed forages trade hands by word of mouth and personal connections instead of 

listing services.   

One Saskatchewan producer reported selling standing organic hay for $0.046/lbs in 2017, but sold the 

same crop standing in 2016 for $0.025/lbs. The producer equates the higher price to the overall demand 

for hay in the US border region, not because of organic status. There were 218.9 tonnes of certified 

organic hay on offer for a weighted average price of $137.16/tonne leading up to this report. The prices 

ranged from $91.86 to $220.46/tonne.  In 2016 it was estimated that an organic product would 

command a 25% premium over a conventional forage.  If applied to 2017 conventionally produced 

grass/alfalfa forage ($127.93/tonne) the organic product would be priced at $159.91/tonne. This falls 

above the weighted average organic price gathered but still within the price range of forages surveyed.   

E) Silage 

The satisfaction with the 2017 silage crop was mixed.  There were pockets in the northwest and central 

regions where cereal silage yields were surprisingly decent (7.5-12 tonnes/acre). Elsewhere, producers 

estimate yields to have been decreased by up to half.  Producers reported barley silage yields of 3-12 

tonnes/acre (6.88 tonne/acre average), and alfalfa silage yields of 2.9 tonne/acre. Corn silage was just 

starting in many areas at the time of this report. Producers indicated that in dry locations they had to 

begin silaging sooner than they had hoped as plant moisture content was dropping rapidly (prior to ideal 

plant maturity). Early yield data from the south west indicates 6.5 tonne/acre and an estimate of 14 

tonne/acre dryland and 20 tonne/acre irrigated in the central region.  
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A resurgence in silage use is occurring 

province wide. Those in the industry note 

producers with large cow herds (250+), 

mixed operations (own large equipment 

already) and in areas where land prices are 

high, silage is being turned to as an option. 

Moving into 2018 it will be interesting to 

see if this trend continues.  

Silage values are reported as being priced in 

the pit, on a wet metric tonne basis (60-65% 

moisture). Values supplied are used by 

producers to calculate costs of rations or 

net worth, not for cash sale/profit. As such, 

it can be assumed that it is an accurate 

depiction on 2017 cost of silage. The cost of 

growing a crop for silage, including inputs 

such as seed, fertilizer, and crop protection 

products, as well as the cost to harvest, haul, pack and cover silage, all need to be factored in when 

developing a current valuation of silage in the pit or pile.   

In 2017, feedlots and private producers reported their 2017 cereal silage (i.e. barley, rye) to have an 

average value of $48.44/tonne at the pit. Dairy nutritionists' indicate an alfalfa silage value of $40-

50/tonne. Producers valued their corn silage to be worth an average of $55/tonne at the pit.  

In previous years, and again in 2017, some gauge cereal silage values off feed barley prices by 

multiplying bushel price by 12.  The ICE Lethbridge feed barley price at September 30th was 

$210.00/tonne or 4.56/bushel* (Alberta Canola Commission, 2017). Using the rule of thumb to 

estimate, barley silage would be valued at $54.72/tonne. Last year using this factor produced a lower 

value than reports, however in 2017 it is above the average price reported but falls in the range of 

values reported by producers. The cost of growing a crop for silage, including inputs such as seed, 

fertilizer, and crop protection products, as well as the cost to harvest, haul, pack and cover silage, all 

need to be factored in when developing a current valuation of silage in the pit or pile. This valuation 

method may not be accurate in times of increased on-farm costs. 
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6. Regional Forage Pricing Trends and Growing Conditions 

The variation in price listings by region in 2017 are noticeable. The price pattern follows the production 

trend (high prices in areas with low production). Regions in order from general highest asking price to 

lowest are: south west, west central, south east, east central, north east, followed by the north west. A 

general observation is that there are very few listings in the south west. Producers in the area have 

stated transactions occur very quickly and often privately. Straw continues to be the most affordable in 

the east central and north east.  Table 6 demonstrates the price variability according to region across 

Saskatchewan. 

Table 6. 2017 Saskatchewan Forage Crop Prices by Region (simple average) 

 $/Tonne  

Region of Saskatchewan Alfalfa* Grass Alfalfa/ 
Grass 

Greenfeed Straw 

South West & South Central - - $156.56 - $86.81  

South East $169.02  - $137.13  $88.18  $60.63  

East Central $176.37  $91.86 $124.79  $108.68  $35.17 

Central & West Central $190.00  $128.33  $144.48  $141.79  $60.12  

North West $137.70  $135.67  $108.97  $110.23  - 

North Central & North East $129.84  $80.84  $120.00  $111.18  $48.82  

*includes both first and second-cut alfalfa 

A) South Central and Southwest Regions 

2017 has proven to be one of the driest years on record in south west Saskatchewan. The further south 

you went in the region the drier it got. Plants relied on the soil moisture carried forward from fall 2016. 

Although yields were severely depressed (estimated at 0.8 tons/acre compared to 2-2.5 ton/acre in 

2016), quality is said to be exceptional with hay baled early. Producers who held off haying hoping for 

additional tonnage experienced such intense heat and drought that quality decreased and tonnage did 

not materialize. Second cuts were unheard of as there was very little regrowth even on flood irrigation.   

In previous years pockets of alfalfa weevil were seen. In 2017 no significant infestations were noted 

although localized pockets were present on the eastern side of the central region. Grasshoppers will be 

on the radar in 2018 unless a swing to moist conditions occurs.  

Some producers had some hay inventory on hand at the end of feeding this spring. Despite having 

carryover, it will only somewhat buffer the low 2017 production. Producers south of the TransCanada 

Highway indicated that they, and/or their neighbours, are short of feed as yields were 50% of normal or 

less. Purchasing from stateside is unlikely due to feed shortages caused by drought in the northern US 

and the high US dollar. Some hay is coming from Alberta or northern Saskatchewan regions depending 

on trucking costs. Other producers are paying high local prices, utilizing straw, or liquidating livestock.    

Hay prices are reportedly trading for anywhere from $137-220/tonne. Some producers who paid at the 

high end of the range have pulled back in hopes of pulling feed out of the market at a lower price. 

Forages are selling quickly when they are placed for sale.  Movement into Montana is mixed as supplies 

are so low.  
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There was continued interest from producers to seed forages in this final year of Growing Forward 2. 

However, with the extremely dry conditions, some producers may have chosen to hold off seeding. 

Those who have seeded are noticing totally mixed results with some stands establishing well and others 

not even emerging.  

Producers are weighing all their options for feeding this winter. Some have shipped animals to other 

areas for custom feeding, or are planning on selling heifer calves normally retained. Where there was 

spotty hail some producers were able to bale crops. Other producers chose to greenfeed poor crops 

instead of combining them. Straw will be utilized in 2017.  

Pastures are in fair to poor condition overall. Pastures are going into the winter with very little carryover 

because of heavier usage and lack of regrowth where water was not an issue. A major limiting factor in 

pasture utilization in 2017 was an adequate water supply of suitable quality. High TDS water was 

prevalent. No spring runoff and no mid-season runoff has left producers without water in many 

locations which has inadvertently resulted pasture carryover. Generally, at this time, there is not enough 

soil moisture available for plants to break spring dormancy in the south west.  

B) South East Region 

The region started out with decent soil moisture. However, very little precipitation fell anywhere in the 

region for May, June, and July. Widespread frost in May further depressed forage growth. It was an 

excellent haying season- with virtually no laying windrows being rained on. High quality feed was made. 

Yields ranged from 0.9-1 ton/acre. Second cuts will be unheard of in 2017 except for in the deep south 

east corner of the region.  

Alfalfa weevils added to the already poor hay harvest. Pure alfalfa stands were the hardest hit across the 

region with many fields needing to be sprayed or cut early on account of alfalfa weevil feeding.  Alfalfa 

weevil populations have been highly variable between fields and from year to year, thus difficult to 

understand in the region. Moisture dependant diseases (ergot and fusarium) will not be a major quality 

factor in 2017.  

Carryover was producer dependant in the region. Mixed producers who salvaged crops in the fall of 

2016 or spring of 2017 through baling had carryover. Others had lower levels of carryover. Producers 

indicate they are 10% to 20% short of feed going into the winter. Many of these producers have never 

had to purchase feed in their farming career until now.    
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Hay prices are averaging $137/tonne ($125/ton) in the south east region. Quality alfalfa appears to be 

higher. Demand from North Dakota is likely elevating prices close to the border and pricing 

Saskatchewan livestock producers out of the purchasing game. US drought relief programs and a higher 

US dollar make purchasing hay in Saskatchewan appear inviting.  

To overcome the said shortfall significant acres of annual cereals, originally intended for grain, were cut 

for green feed or silage. Dry sloughs are being baled across the region. Feed grains and screening pellets 

will be in high demand to be used with straw as rations. Additionally, producers in the region are 

anticipated to use herd downsizing as a way to manage their feed shortage.  

Forage acres in the region continue to remain relatively stagnant with no real increase or loss in 

perennial forage cover. 

Pasture conditions are generally poor. Cattle moved to stubble grazing very quickly after early fields 

were harvested. It is anticipated that feeding will begin a month earlier than normal. A repeat of 2017 

conditions in 2018 will be a major stress for the southeast. 

C) East Central Region  

The spring remained cool which slowed forage growth. Moisture stress caused early maturing of 

perennials. Forages were ready to harvest 1-2 weeks earlier than normal this year.  Like other regions, 

hay was put up quickly with little rain resulting in decent quality feed.  Yields were disappointing for 

many.  Fertilized forage stands yielded about 75% of normal whereas fields that had no fertility or had 

second cuts taken in 2016 yielded 60% of normal. Yields for the region averaged 0.9-1.1 tons/acre. This 

is down from 2016 yields (2.75-3.3 tons/acre) by 67%. 

Alfalfa weevils were prominent in the Esterhazy area and in other very small, extremely sporadic 

pockets throughout the region. Economic threshold levels were being seen by June 5th. Producers with 

alfalfa weevils were encouraged to cut early and some decided to spray. Alfalfa weevil distribution 

trends remain a mystery. No notable levels of disease were found in forage crops in 2017.  

There was a moderate amount of hay retained going into the 2017 growing season. However, pasture 

growth was slow starting and producers ended up feeding longer than they had planned.  Carryover 

ended up low going into haying. In the region most herds have 10-15% more cows in them currently 

than five years ago. Pasture acres and forage acres have not grown substantially and hay stands have 

gotten older. High yields due to plentiful moisture could buffer the higher carrying capacities in previous 

years, this is unlikely to happen for 2017/2018. 

Asking price for hay in the region ranges from $85-154/tonne with an average of $124.79/tonne. Not a 

significant amount of hay is being moved in the region currently. Neighbour to neighbour trades are 

most common.  Greenfeed and straw are being baled and are anticipated to fill the need many 

producers have. An estimated 5 weeks of additional feeding will be occurring this winter (two weeks in 

fall & three weeks in spring). 

Silage production grew in the past number of years under higher moisture conditions. Producers who 

have a larger number of livestock, have access to large tractors, and where land is of high value are 

utilizing silage. Chopped silage is a way to get more tonnage off a smaller portion of land. Producers put 

in average to above average acres of greenfeed crops this year. There is a lot of straw and crop residue 



25 
 

available as well. Acres going into forage production and coming out of forage production are estimated 

to be about the same across the region. 

Pasture conditions are rated as poor at the end of September across the east central region. In many 

cases, moisture will not fix the pasture situation. Feeding will have started at least two weeks early 

across the region this fall. Producers are facing an estimated three week delay in the start of grazing for 

spring 2018. Many are weighing the option of grazing annuals in the spring. In 2011, producers across 

the region lost about 20% of their summer pastures to flooding- most of which has not been regained. 

Those that are now dry in 2017 will need vegetation re-established before they can become usable 

riparian pastures again.   

D) North East Region 

In the north east region harvest conditions were good from early July onwards through September. 

There were no delays during cutting and little rain during haying season. Second cuts were being taken 

late August/early September with ideal harvesting conditions continuing. Producers report yields which 

they feel are slightly below average for the region. Yields averaged 1.2 -1.5 tons/acre.  

There were some issues attributed to alfalfa weevils in the region in 2016. Once again in 2017, there 

were areas where alfalfa weevil affected alfalfa stands. Management to minimize weevil impact can 

mitigate the affect.  

On the western side of the region there was little carryover going into the spring. Further east in the 

region an adequate carryover was the norm. Some 2016 crops that were salvaged and baled may be on-

hand still. There likely will not be much extra hay from the 2017 forage harvest at pasture turn out. 

Many of the forages listed for sale are from the west and south west areas in the region. Asking price for 

alfalfa or alfalfa/grass hay averages in the $120-130/tonne range. This is double the 2016 low end asking 

price of $66/tonne. Sellers indicate they hope to sell hay to producers in the central or southern regions.  

Producers are expected to have decent greenfeed crops and an abundance of good quality straw 

available as cereal crops looked good going into harvest. These feedstuffs ad to the forage inventory on-

farm, thus potentially freeing up hay for sale into the market, or buffering any supply short falls.  

Although there appeared to be a slight increase in the number of acres seeded to perennial forage in 

2016, nothing stood out in 2017. Forages going into production are compensating for forages being 

taken out of production.   

Timely rains over the summer months paired with decent carryover from previous years had pastures 

throughout the region looking good this summer.  However, it should be noted that although pastures 

looked good, dry conditions did bring higher overall utilization than in the past few years.   

E) West Central /Central Region 

Moisture stress and cool conditions persisted through May and early June in the west central region. 

Frost mid-May injured many alfalfa stands across the region. As June progressed, showers moved across 

the area but had very little benefit to forage crops. Haying started the third week of June and was 

wrapped up quickly due to the excellent drying conditions. Although early yield estimates averaged 1-

1.4 tons/acre, as haying progressed average yields came in at 0.8 tons/acre.  Yields were well below the 
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area's long term average. Many producers in the region are willing to risk damaging their alfalfa stand by 

taking a second cut this fall.  Only time will tell if stands can withstand the pressure and survive.  

No notable insect or disease pressures were seen widespread in the region. Ergot and fusarium, which 

were seen in 2016, are a minimal concern in 2017. 

Much of the west central region had an adequate carryover of hay inventory from the previous winter's 

feeding season. A milder than normal winter slowed winter consumption, although producers reported 

feeding later into the growing season as pastures were slow to green up. Carryover will buffer the yield 

shortfalls from 2017.   

Hay is currently listed at between $104-182/tonne across the region with a high percentage of listings 

trading hands at the high end of prices. Hay movement is anticipated to fluctuate. There is more 

movement in the south west corner and western side of the region than in the eastern and northern 

areas of the region. Producers indicate they will be tight on feed (but ok) to short. 

Producers will be making use of alternative feeds to 

compensate for shortfalls in perennial forages. Canola, 

pulses and cereals hailed in July were often salvaged for 

feed. Straw will be utilized on mixed operations or where 

grain producers are willing to have straw removed from 

fields.   

Custom silage operator's availability was better than 

compared to past years due to the dry conditions and 

reduced forage yields.  The smaller yielding alfalfa crops 

meant many producers did not choose to silage them. 

As Growing Forward 2 is coming to an end some producers are making use of the program to seed 

forages. However, significant acres really are not being seen.  

Although there was carryover on pastures from 2016, the majority of pastures across the region are in 

fair to poor condition. Grazing management and the effects of the dry conditions will be seen next year 

on pastures that do not receive enough effective rest. Pasture carryover will be an issue for some fields 

moving forward. 

F) North West and North Central Regions  

Haying conditions and growth were very variable in the north west region.  For most of the south and 

central parts of the region rainfall was very spotty.  If an area got decent rain then forage yields were 

average or above average (Lloydminster/ Meadow Lake).  If rains did not come yield were down, likely ½ 

of average (north of Saskatoon). Most of the region enjoyed exceptional haying conditions with long 

stretched of good drying conditions. Most of the region's hay is put up in good condition. The obvious 

exception would be in the Meadow Lake and Lloydminster areas where due to the extra moisture some 

hay suffered some weathering. 

Yields averaged from 1.4-2.2+ tons/acre across the north west/ north central region. Stands where 

second cuts were taken in 2016 did not rebound to production levels of fields where just one cut was 

take in 2016. In areas where moisture was adequate many producers took a second cut again in 2017. 
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Yield improvements could be seen across the region if fertility treatments were applied as hay stands 

aged. 

Random checks for alfalfa weevil did not indicate any problem infestations. Even with wet areas 

persisting in the northern areas of the region, disease was not prevalent.   

There was minimal carryover coming out of winter 2016/2017. This is not abnormal for the region. It is 

common for herd size to fluctuate yearly based on forage available on-farm. Producers in the north west 

region have an adequate winter feed supply for 2017/18 which will include perennial forages and 

greenfeed. Hay asking price ranges between $88-115/tonne ($108/tonne average), with transactions 

occurring. Hay transporters in the area indicate that business moving forages around the region and out 

of the region is very brisk. 

Silage continues to be used in the region as a way to produce a high quantities of quality forage/acre for 

large herds. Greenfeed acres remain an important component of the annual forage supply. Greenfeed 

was easily put up dry with yield estimates to be around 1.9 tons/acre. Straw and screening pellets are 

frequently used by producers in the north west to offset high priced hay. 

The winding down of Growing Forward 2's forage seeding program has brought some seeding projects 

to the table. It is uncertain how many of these acres will be seeded before freeze up and if, in fact, 

forage acres will increase.  Otherwise, the acreage being taken out of forage production and acreage 

being put into forage production balances each out. 

Pasture conditions are considered variable across the region. Areas in the southern portion of the region 

are poor and drying up due to lack of moisture.  At or above the '2017 rain belt' pastures are still in good 

condition.   

 

7. Forage Price Trends in Neighbouring Jurisdictions 

Soil moisture was plentiful as the growing season began in Alberta. Timely rains up until July 4th left the 

majority of the province with normal to slightly above normal precipitation. The southeast (closest to SK 

border) and around Calgary had slightly below average precipitation. Pockets of low precipitation were 

seen in the deep south. Yields were average across Alberta. Yield estimates were 1.4 tons/acre in the 

southern region, 1.6 tons/acre in the central region and 1.8 tons/acre and 2.1 tons/acre in the north 

east and north west respectively (Alberta Agriculture crop reports, 2017). It is estimated 70% of 

producers have enough hay, 20% are less than 10% short, 8% are 10-20% short, and 2% are extremely 

short (Lastiwka pers comm, 2017). The producers short are mainly in the south/ south east and have 

compensated by selling livestock and purchasing feed.  

The late June, early July window of haying, coupled with the stored soil moisture allowed for very high 

quality throughout the province. The heat likely negatively impacted the yield of second cuttings for 

which yield data is not in yet. Silage yields were anecdotally reported as lower than average. Greenfeed 

and straw bale quality will be decent in areas where producers were able to make bales prior to late 

September precipitation.  

Manitoba experienced slow growth of forages throughout May mainly attributed to winter injury on 

forages, drier conditions, and below normal temperatures. The exception was The Pas where wet 
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conditions threatened stands. Widespread frost was reported the week of May 23rd, which impacted 

potential forage yields. Yields were anticipated to be below average at the end of June. Alfalfa weevil 

caused damages in the south west and Interlake regions. As haying progressed, yields came in at 

average to slightly above average provincially. In the north west and central areas yields ranged from 

1.5-2/tonnes/acre on alfalfa/grass stands. In the south west region the yields were slightly below 

average. It is estimated that there will be adequate (80%) or surplus (20%) forage supplies on-farm this 

winter.   

Dry and warm haying conditions have resulted 

in good quality forage across the province. 

Native hay is still yielding well with producers 

able to get to areas that were too wet to 

harvest in the previous years. In the western 

portion of the province second cuts are 

generally not there this year for beef 

producers to take. Straw and greenfeed yields 

are looking good and yielding average to above 

average. (Manitoba Agriculture Crop Reports, 

2017). 

  

Montana forage crops suffered through 2016, and unfortunately, it only got worse in 2017. Over half of 

Montana was categorized as a D3 or D4 drought (the two worst categories) by August 31, 2017. The rest 

of the state sat at severe or moderate drought levels.   

The shortage of forages caused by drought on the Plains was further compounded by an intense fire 

season in the mountains. Producers are short of forages and weighing the options of reducing herds or 

buying hay in Montana or Canada. Conservation Reserve Program Lands have been opened up for 

emergency grazing or haying in many locations across the state. Government Land has also been opened 

up.    

In North Dakota a dry winter and spring compounded resulting in severe drought that can be 

categorized as long term. Forage for haying and grazing was greatly impacted. Producers reduced herds 

in June and July to begin buffering drought. Conservation Reserve Program Lands were opened up for 

emergency grazing or haying. To address winter feed shortages producers plan to sell calves normally 

backgrounded, purchase hay from Manitoba, Minnesota or deeper into South Dakota, or sell cows. A 

large quantity of hay is being moved this fall. Producers were/are limited by the cost of transportation 

to purchase feed elsewhere. The North Dakota State Government facilitated a hay lotto where over 

1300 applicants vied for hay or transportation 'winnings' late this summer. The state administered an 

Emergency Hay Transportation Assistance Program where drought stricken producers who pay for hay 

transportation can submit their invoices and will be awarded a percentage of $1.5 million dollars of 

subsidies (based on the number of claims submitted- which is estimated will reach 400 producers) 

(North Dakota State Agriculture, person comm. 2017). 

Montana and North Dakota producers located in D2, D3, D4 drought areas (see Figure 3) can access the 

Livestock Forage Disaster Assistance Program-LFDAP (USDA, 2017).  LFDAP is a federal program 
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developed under the 2014 Farm Bill. Producers are eligible for 60% of the monthly payment rate per 

head for 1-5 months depending on drought severity. The 2017 monthly rate is $30/adult beef cow or 

bull ($18/head payment). Producers in D2 drought areas can apply for a payment equal to one monthly 

payment ($18/head), whereas producers in D4 drought areas can apply for a payment equal to five 

monthly payments ($90/head).  The payments are to offset feed costs and grazing loses with the hopes 

of livestock being retained and land integrity maintained. Likely this program is influencing the 

purchasing power stateside. 

The following table demonstrates price averages for various forage types across Western Canada and 

Montana and North Dakota. The table is based on data collected from a variety of online sources, 

including the respective government forage listing services, kijiji.ca, hayexchange.com and others.  

Table 7. 2017 Forage Prices in Adjacent Provinces and States (reported in CDN$/tonne) 

*first and second cut alfalfa were separated in 2017 as listings in both categories were adequate.  

**American prices have been converted to CDN currency values average for week ending  Sept 15, 2017 ($1USD = 

$1.216CDN)  

Alberta forages priced favorably are selling quickly while others priced high are not. With an extremely 

high quality product, export sales are aggressive into Montana and Saskatchewan. Sales into drought 

and fire ravaged British Columbia are also occurring. Generally, the asking prices for alfalfa and alfalfa 

grass hay is very similar between 2016 and 2017 with a slightly higher average ($13/tonne) for 

alfalfa/grass hay. Straw is averaging $17/tonne less in 2017. The crop salvaged by baling in spring 2017, 

on hand supplies, a carry forward of straw on-farm, and widespread available straw may be contributing 

to lower straw asking prices. Greenfeed asking price is 15% lower than in 2016 which was already 35% 

lower than the 2015 asking price. There has been a definite stabilizing in Alberta forage prices.  

Manitoba hay prices as seen in Table 8 are quite variable. When digging further into these numbers the 

area where forages are located is the main reason for low or high prices. Forages located closer to the 

US border or southern Saskatchewan are listed higher than forages in the far north, eastern regions, or 

of noted lesser quality. The 2017 overall asking prices are generally near identical to 2016 asking prices 

in Manitoba. Greenfeed is currently listed for less than in 2016. It is anticipated that as greenfeed is 

harvested the price will come to sit right around the 2016 price point. 

For Canadian buyers and stateside buyers alike, Montana prices are higher in 2017 than they were 

reported in 2016. The price to stateside buyers is approximately $15/tonne (USD) higher in quality hay 

Forage 
Type 

Alberta Manitoba Montana** North Dakota** 
Price 

Range  
Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Price 
Range 

Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Price 
Range 

Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Price 
Range 

Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Alfalfa 1st 
cut 

$68.90 -
165.34 

$121.80 
$88.18-
110.23 

$99.21 
$154.14-
$214.45 

$181.40 
$87.13-
234.57 

$158.10 

Alfalfa 2nd 
cut 

$118.70
-220.46 

$164.31 
$110.23-
132.28 

121.25 
$154.14-
234.57 

$193.33 
$147.25
-201.05 

$174.25 

Alfalfa/Grass 
$73.49-
176.37 

$103.53 
$53.21-
137.79 

$90.89 
$147.44-
221.86 

$182.25 
$80.43-
268.08 

$154.29 

Grass 
$45.93-
143.78 

$92.88 
$20.41-
125.98 

$66.37 
$154.14-
187.65 

$170.90 
$72.18-
178.72 

$122.31 

Straw 
$38.08-
60.00 

$49.40 
$34.07-
37.79 

$35.93 
$50.27-
80.43 

$67.28 
$51.06-
107.23 

$83.14 

Green-feed 
$55.12-
121.25 

$93.67 
$33.07-
96.45 

$70.61 
$120.64-
166.40 

$139.17 
$95.75-
134.04 

$114.89 
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categories and $5/tonne higher in Canadian currency.  In North Dakota, hay commodities including 

alfalfa and alfalfa/grass are priced higher in 2017 ($14-25/tonne USD) than they were in 2016. In North 

Dakota grass hay obviously sticks out as a lower priced forage in 2017. Likely this is due to the quantity 

of CRP land that was hayed with a large percentage of old growth present in a bale.   

In September, 2016 (and 2015), 1 USD = 1.322 CDN which is noticeably higher than the 1.216 CDN for 

the week ending September 15th.  If the 2016 exchange rate was applied to this year's asking prices 

stateside 2017 asking prices for alfalfa, alfalfa/grass and green feed would be approximately $20 

CDN/tonne higher than in 2016.  Straw remains very similarly in price, while grass forage does not show 

a solid trend.  

 

8. Saskatchewan Pasture Rates 

Pasture rates continue to vary greatly depending on the arrangements made between the livestock 

owner and landowner, the location within the province, as well as whether the rental agreement is a 

long-term or short-term arrangement. Producers renting pasture indicated they hold long-term rental 

agreements with landowners where pastures are unsupervised.  In these situations, the benefits to 

cattle producers include the ability to safely invest in infrastructure such as fences and watering sites.   

Some agreements may dictate a minimum number of days that cattle must be pastured, while other 

agreements, such as 'custom grazing' or 'supervised pastures', involve the landowner treating cattle for 

illness, arranging for breeding, and providing salt and mineral. 

Unsupervised pastures are those where the cattle are moved, checked, treated and supplied mineral by 

the cattle owner. Fence maintenance is usually left up to the cattle owner.  In a supervised pastures 

cattle management and fence repair falls on the landowner's shoulders.  The current mean private 

pasture rate in Saskatchewan for yearling cattle is $0.75/head/day, with a range in rates from 

$0.65/head/day up to $0.76/head/day. Unsupervised and supervised pastures both fall within this rate 

range.  The current average (and mean) unsupervised pasture rate for pairs is $1.00/pair/day across the 

province (range of $0.85/pair/day to 1.15/pair/day). The current average supervised pasture rate for 

pairs is $1.25/pair/day. The range is from $1.15/pair/day to $1.25/cow/day + $40/every live calf in the 

fall (+$0.33/day based on 120 days of grazing). 

Renting of aftermath grazing in the fall (i.e. crop residue, stubble grazing, sloughs is cropland) continues 

to be a practice neighbours with working relationships carry out. Majority of these are longer term 

agreements producers reported that vary greatly depending on water availability, quality of fence, 

shelter and quality of residue available for cows. Ranges are from 0.25/head/day to $1/head/day. 

The Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture administrates a Crown Lease program whereby producers 

rent grazing land, typically on a long-term basis. Lease rates are set annually using a market driven 

formula that takes into consideration the price of cattle the fall prior to the grazing season. For example, 

the 2017 Crown lease rates were based on the 2016 calf market. Rates are set using Animal Unit Months 

(AUMs) which is the amount of forage a 1000 lb cow, with or without a calf, can consume in one month. 
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An excerpt from an article by the Saskatchewan Cattlemen's Association (February, 2017) provides the 

breakdown how the grazing lease rates are determined.  

 

 As the grazing rates are based on AUM’s, each pasture is rated at an appropriate carrying capacity, 

which will vary according to ecoregion. For example, in the dry brown soil zone, native prairie grassland 

pasture carrying capacity, at the very best, will support 0.25 AUM/ac; the moist brown zone will support 

0.35 AUM/ac; the dark brown soil zone is rated on average at 0.45 AUM/ac; and the black soil zone is 

rated at 0.55 AUM/ac.  

Using the dry brown soil zone as an 

example, a 160ac pasture at 0.25 AUM/ac 

will support approximately 40 (1000 lb) 

cows for 1 month. Given that cows in 

Western Canada are larger, a rule of 

thumb is to assume one adult cow is 

equal to 1.4 AUMs, which would mean a 

160ac pasture stocked at 0.25 AUM/ac, 

could support 28 cows for one month, 14 

cows for 2 months, or 7 cows for 4 

months. Rated at 0.25 AUM/ac, that 

pasture will cost 40 x $7.17/AUM or 

$286.80 to rent for the grazing season 

(this rate does not include taxes). This is a 

Rent rate = price per pound x 46 pounds x 0.8 x 12.75% 

 Price per pound = the preceding October/November weighted value of beef (i.e. calves, 
feeders & cull cows)*. 

 46 pounds = the amount of beef actually produced from one AUM.  

 0.8 = 80% conservation factor.  A factor that allows the leaseholder to stock at 80% of the 
established carrying capacity of the land thus allowing for constant stocking of the land.  This 
actually allows one year’s free rent in five to account for drought years. 

 12.75% = percentage share of production that the Crown takes for rent 

As seen below historic lease rates have changed drastically over the years, as have the fall calf 

prices it follows.   

Historical Saskatchewan Crown Grazing Lands Lease Rates ($/AUM): 
     2009                  3.93* 
     2010                   3.93* 
     2011                    5.00 
     2012                   6.09 
     2013                   5.99 
     2014                   6.42 
     2015                   11.19 
     2016                   10.87  
     2017                   7.17  
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drastic 34% decrease from the previous year's lease rate of $434.80. The rate equates to approximately 

$0.341/hd/day. The leaseholder is also responsible for paying the land taxes and improvements over 

and above that fee. Taxes and improvement costs will vary according to each situation.  

The provincial government has made strides to divest in crown land. Producers across the province have 

been strongly encouraged to purchase lease land over the past number of years as lease rates have 

been promised to increase drastically for lands still held by the crown. Rental rates on sellable cultivated 

and previously cultivated lands (including tame forages) increased by 30 per cent over the formula rate 

on January 1, 2017. Exceptions lie where critical wildlife habitat is involved. 

Mid-summer 90,000 acres of Fish and Wildlife Development Fund lands were opened up to grazing by 

the Ministry of the Environment. This was in response to the drought conditions. Lease rates and 

responsibility to repair fence were looked at on a case-by-case basis. 

The Ministry of Agriculture also administers a community pasture network called the Saskatchewan 

Pasture Program (SPP). In the 2017 Provincial Budget (April 2017), it was announced that the SPP would 

be terminated.  A consultation process to determine how the management of the land should be 

managed in the future ensued. Post consultation, it was announced that pastures would be moved into 

the hands of producer patron groups as a first option where there was interest. A second option would 

be selling lands to individuals. 

SPP rates are reviewed annually and livestock producers have to apply to be patrons in the pasture and 

meet a variety of criteria. The SPP looks after breeding and health management of the animals while 

they are at the pasture, which is typically for a 5 month grazing season. Rates for the 2017 season were 

set at $0.66/cow/day, with a season price of $35/calf. Patrons can supply bulls, thereby reducing their 

bull breeding fees, however grazing rates of $0.70/bull/day apply. Patrons will also be charged 

additionally for veterinary treatments, salt and mineral and municipal taxes which can add a minimum 

of $18/cow/season to the overall cost. 

Saskatchewan is currently in the final year of phasing out the former PFRA Community Pasture system, 

which was a federally-managed community pasture program. The pastures were transferred to the 

provincial government, which in turn were rolled to various forms of patron groups. Yearly grazing fees 

apply in addition to buy-in fees for being part of the grazing cooperative. Grazing fees are reflected in 

the private grazing fee section above. 

 

 

 


