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This document details the current market prices and general trends for forage products in Saskatchewan 

and nearby jurisdictions as at September 29, 2016. Information was obtained through a variety of 

methods including telephone interviews, personal interviews, electronic correspondence, social media 

communication as well as advertisements found on-line and in newspapers. The goal of this report is to 

provide an accurate assessment of forage prices across Saskatchewan at this current point in time. All 

data collected was as current and credible as possible, and each piece was carefully analyzed to 

determine its relevancy. The information reported in this document is for use by the Saskatchewan 

Forage Council. The Saskatchewan Forage Council, including the author of this report, have made every 

effort to ensure the accuracy of the data reported, however it does not guarantee and accepts no legal 

liability arising from or connected to the accuracy, reliability or completeness of any material contained 

in this document. 

 

A sincere thank you goes out to all of the forage, dairy and beef producers that were contacted to share 

their insight and current perspectives on this valuable industry. Thank you for taking time out of your 

busy schedules!! 
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1. Executive Summary 

The September 2016 Saskatchewan Forage Market Price Discovery Report is a compilation of data and 

information collected from a diverse group of forage industry stakeholders in Saskatchewan as well as 

neighbouring provinces and states during August and September of 2016. This report presents a general 

overview of growing conditions for forage crops across Saskatchewan in 2016, as well as prices for 

different forage types and market trends as of this fall. 

Saskatchewan experienced a very mild winter in 2015-16 which generally left producers with a bit of hay 

inventory on hand going into the spring of 2016, although not much. Saskatchewan had relatively good 

hay and pasture topsoil moisture during the spring months, with the exception of areas in west central 

and central Saskatchewan as well as south east Saskatchewan, that reported dry conditions. These dry 

conditions ended up depressing hay yields for the rest of the season in those particular areas. Wet 

weather persisted across most of the province for the rest of June, July, and August. Producers who 

started haying in June had good haying conditions although producers who began haying in July or tried 

to take a second cut later in the season struggled with the weather. More fair or poor quality hay was 

baled than normal due to wet weather, high humidity and rain on the swaths. The rainy weather 

persisted and some producers ended up waiting until August or even September to bale, which resulted 

in overly mature hay. 

In 2016, hay production yields were slightly above the long-term averages for the province and hay 

prices are significantly lower than they were in 2015. In 2016, alfalfa/grass hay is worth $103.85/tonne 

compared with $177.35/tonne as was reported in 2016. First and second cut alfalfa hay is currently 

worth $97.78/tonne and $127.36/tonne respectively, compared with 2015 values of $197/tonne and 

$232/tonne in 2015. Grass hay is worth $100.63/tonne in 2016 compared with $163/tonne in 2015. 

Greenfeed is currently priced at $94.60/tonne and in 2015 it was worth $141/tonne. Straw has 

increased, however, and it is currently priced at $63.11/tonne compared with $47/tonne in 2015. 2016 

prices are reported as weighted averages and most reported values represent asking prices, not settled 

transactions. 

While there is forage listed, very few transactions are reportedly taking place. Interviews with hay 

brokers, producers and transporters indicate that there is not a lot of hay moving yet and perhaps the 

prices will shift. Given the downturn in the calf market, and the seemingly abundant feed grains that will 

be available, buyers seem apprehensive to buy hay at this point. If the fall remains open and moist, 

farmers may count on extended grazing to reduce their forage needs. 

Haying conditions, yields and prices were fairly similar in adjacent provinces and states. Manitoba and 

Alberta reported good yields, however producers struggled with poor weather so forage is of lower 

quality. There are a lot of hay listings for both regions however not a lot of hay is moving. Montana and 

North Dakota experienced relatively good moisture in many parts of the states however eastern 

Montana and southwest North Dakota are experiencing very dry conditions which reduced hay yields 

and caused an increase in hay prices. There were also reports of alfalfa weevils, lygus bugs and 

devastating hail storms in both states that ended up affecting hay prices. Producers looking to buy hay 

are not rushing into any transactions, however, and demand for hay is moderate at best and is 

anticipated to increase after producers sell their calves this fall. Many Saskatchewan hay sellers 

mentioned that they will be looking to market hay stateside, noting the exchange rate is favourable for 

American producers to purchase Canadian hay. 
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2. Saskatchewan Forage Production Trends for 2016 

For most of the province, forage growing conditions were favourable for above average production 

yields in 2016. Haying was delayed, with many producers unable to start haying operations until well 

into July, or in some cases later. There are some reports of producers still trying to put up hay into late 

September. 

The Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture reported average or slightly higher than average forage yields 

for hay across the province as shown below in Table 1. Long-term average yields by crop are displayed in 

Figure 1. Reported regional alfalfa and alfalfa/grass hay yields ranged from lows of 1.4 to 1.6 ton/acre in 

the southwest and west central parts of Saskatchewan, up to highs of 1.6-1.8 ton/acres for all other 

parts of the province as at July 20, 2016. Greenfeed yields as at July 20 were reported as being as low as 

1.9 ton/acre in the southwest and northwest regions and as high as 3.3 tons/acre in the west central 

region. As the summer progressed, yields increased slightly, for an overall provincial average of 1.7 

ton/acre for both alfalfa and alfalfa/grass hay and 2.4 tons/acre for greenfeed as at August 8, 2016.  

Table 1. Estimated provincial hay yields (in tons/acre) as at July 18, 2016. 

2016 Provincial Forage Yields (tons/acre) 

Crop Dry Land Irrigated Land 

Alfalfa 1.6 2.2 

Brome/Alfalfa 1.5 2.3 

Other Tame Hay 1.3 3 

Wild Hay 1.2 1.6 

Greenfeed 2.2 4.3 

Data source: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 2016 Crop Reports 

Figure 1. Long-term Saskatchewan average hay yields (in tons/acre) from 2011-2016, as reported 

annually in July 

Data sources: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture Crop Report, 2016; Saskatchewan Forage Council 

2015 Forage Market Price Survey. 
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While obtaining adequate yields was not a major problem for Saskatchewan hay producers, finding high 

quality hay has been an issue. Many farmers complained of being challenged with rain during haying 

season. Those who started cutting in June managed to have a rain-free stretch to harvest hay, however 

producers who waited until July to start haying ran into extended periods of precipitation and there are 

concerns with low quality forage, particularly now that feed samples are being analysed. The Ministry of 

Agriculture reported that as at July 18, 2016, approximately 28% of the hay crop was baled or silage with 

an additional 22% that was cut ready for baling, compared with 54% and 18% respectively for the same 

time in 2015. While some hay is reported as being later in maturity, the main issue with hay quality 

seems to be forage that was rained on prior to baling. In August, the Saskatchewan Ministry of 

Agriculture reported overall hay quality across Saskatchewan to be 59 per cent good, 36 per cent fair 

and five per cent poor. Producers who obtain several cuttings found that first cuts may have been better 

quality than second or third cuts of forage, due to the problematic weather in July and August. 

According to provincial crop reports at the end of August, approximately 3.9% of hay was not harvested 

in 2016. 

A noticeable amount of “wrapped” or silage bales have entered the marketplace, both in Saskatchewan 

as well as neighboring provinces Alberta and Manitoba. Bales that are wrapped in plastic at high 

moisture content seemed to be a method by which producers were using to put up quality feed in spite 

of the weather challenges and delayed season. Other producers were also opting to use hay 

preservative that is applied at time of baling in order to allow baling hay at higher moisture while still 

retaining some quality. 

Hay prices are a lot lower than those reported in September of 2015, and while there are many listings 

of hay available for sale, there are few transactions taking place. In many cases asking prices may be 

$10-20/metric tonne higher than what producers will eventually sell it for, however not a lot of hay is 

currently moving. A reduction in calf prices, a volatile crop harvest, and better than normal pasture 

conditions across most of the province seems to be slowing hay sales.  

Spring pasture conditions were generally good across the province. Areas in northwest and west central 

Saskatchewan, particularly along the Alberta border near Lloydminster and Kindersley, started the 

season dry, as demonstrated in Figure 2. Hay and pasture topsoil moisture conditions were also 

reported as been short to very short in pockets in the south west near the South Saskatchewan River, 

and an area near Assiniboia, although these areas were relatively small in size. Parts of east central and 

north east Saskatchewan reported excess moisture, particularly near Tisdale and Yorkton. As of 

September 19, 2016, the majority of the province is experiencing adequate hay and pasture topsoil 

moisture conditions, other than localized areas reporting moisture shortages near Meadow Lake, Val 

Marie, Weyburn and Elbow as seen in Figure 2. Areas experiencing shortages are relatively small in size 

and are not having a major impact on forage prices. 
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Figure 2. Hay and pasture topsoil moisture conditions in April and September of 2016. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data source: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, April 25, 2016 and September 19, 2016. 

Saskatchewan experienced a milder than average winter in 2015-16.  Inventory on hand varies across 

the province however, and while the mild winter was helpful for producers looking to maintain some 

supplies, areas such as the southwest, southeast, northwest and west central regions reported low 

inventories following the end of the 2015-16 winter. Producers in the central, east central, north central 

and northeast areas of the province seem to have more stored hay inventory on hand although the 

stored feed they have may be of low quality. Overall, the carryover of stored feed going into the 2016 

hay season isn’t expected to have a major impact on forage prices in the province and it is anticipated 

that producers will use the better than average yielding hay crop to bolster their hay supplies for the 

future.  

Figure 3. North American drought conditions in June and August of 2016. 
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Across North America, drought prevailed in some regions, including California and other areas of the 

west coast, as shown in Figure 3. When compared with last year, however, the drought area is reduced 

in size and fewer areas are experiencing abnormally dry conditions. In general, producers across 

Western Canada experienced a moist summer and hay yields were average or above the long-term 

average for their jurisdictions although similar to Saskatchewan, hay quality was below average. 

Montana experienced a hotter than normal summer in many parts of the state, although hay production 

in western Montana was good and hay produced was relatively high quality. Eastern Montana 

experienced a dry summer, however, and some areas were not even harvestable. Parts of North Dakota 

were also very dry this summer with many producers scrambling to make enough feed to serve their 

herds in the coming months. Some counties opened emergency Conservation Reserve Program hay land 

to be harvested due to shortages. 

It is not anticipated that dry conditions south of the border are having an impact on provincial hay 

prices, although some Saskatchewan producers have commented that they will be trying to market hay 

into Montana and North Dakota as there may be more of an appetite for it stateside than in Canada. 

Given the purchasing power that the American dollar currently has, that may play a factor in hay exports 

as well. 

Canada’s cattle herd has finally shown some signs of growth for the first time in four years, showing a 

slight increase in the national herd of 1.3% as of July 1, 2016. The current herd is estimated to be 13.2 

million head, however this number is still well below the peak herd size recorded in 2005 (Statistics 

Canada, 20161). The provincial beef herd numbers showed a slight increase of 1.1% for Saskatchewan, 

increasing from 2.715 million head in July of 2015 up to 2.745 million head in July of 2016 (Statistics 

Canada, 20161). Canada’s slight herd increase, coupled with a major herd expansion in the U.S., as well 

as increased carcass weights at slaughter among many other factors, have led to a decrease in calf prices 

and fat cattle prices as well. Since Alberta calf prices peaked at $328/cwt in April of 2015, they have 

dropped 39% and were reported as $201/cwt in August of 2016. Fed cattle prices have decreased 30% 

from their peak price of $202/cwt in May of 2015 down to $142/cwt in August of 2016 (Canfax Research 

Services, 2016). These price decreases will be a challenge for cow-calf operators and the volatility has 

impacted the feedlot sector dramatically as well. The recent announcement of 100,000-head-capacity 

Western Feedlots ceasing operations in 2017, may not bode well for the cow-calf sector, as well as the 

forage and feed grain market. Producer interviews demonstrate that there is not a strong willingness to 

pay high prices for forages given the downturn in the cattle market. Cattle feeders particularly are 

looking to reduce losses and will be utilizing alternate feedstuffs.  
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The crop harvest in Saskatchewan is a bit later than normal, so it’s unclear as to yet how much 

greenfeed will be harvested, as well as availability and price of straw, feed barley, or pellets. There was 

noticeably fewer listings of yellowfeed this year, compared to 2015, and also fewer listings of hailed 

crops that were baled for feed. Silage crops are reportedly yielding very well, which helps to reduce 

price pressure on stored hay. Producers will likely opt to graze their herds as late into the fall as possible 

to reduce reliance on stored hay, however this will depend greatly on fall weather conditions. Any 

farmers that are willing to sell hay from the 2015 crop have generally listed this hay (unshedded, alfalfa-

grass mix of average quality) at around 4 cents/lb which is equal to approximately $88/metric tonne, 

however these are asking prices, not settled prices. 

Saskatchewan producers who are buying and selling forage seem to prefer using word of mouth over 

other means, including print advertising, electronic listings (i.e. Kijiji.ca) or social media listings. There 

were noticeably fewer listings for forage in 2016 than in 2015 on social media, kijiji.ca, and government-

sponsored listing services. 

For the past five years, acres seeded to tame hay in Saskatchewan have appeared to be relatively stable, 

although 2015 shows the lowest acreage at 4,575,000 acres (Statistics Canada, 20162). Acres seeded to 

field crops has steadily increased and acres in summerfallow continue to decline. As per last years’ 

survey, many Saskatchewan producers indicated they had planned to seed tame forages in 2015 

however the cool, dry spring conditions did not seem favourable to germination so they deferred 

seeding. That may have played a role in why 2015 acres are at a five-year low. Seeded tame hay acres 

for 2016 are not available at the time of this report. 
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Figure 4. Seeded acreage for field crops and tame hay in Saskatchewan are displayed for 2011-2015. 

 

*Field crops include barley, canary seed, canola, chickpeas, flaxseed, lentils, mustard, oats, peas, rye, soybeans, 

durum, spring wheat and winter wheat. 

Data source: Statistics Canada, 2016. 

Manitoba seeded tame hay acres have gradually risen over the past five years and in 2015, it was 

reported that nearly 2 million acres were seeded to tame hay. Alberta, similar to Saskatchewan, has 

experienced a gradual reduction in the reported seeded acres of tame hay, and in 2015, approximately 

4.8 million acres were seeded to tame forages, which is below the five-year average of nearly 5 million 

acres. The national five-year average for seeded tame hay is approximately 16.8 million acres and in 

2015, a low of 16.68 million acres of forages were seeded. 

3. Weeds, Field Pests and Disease Impacts in 2016 

There were no major provincial outbreaks of forage pests this past season, although there were a few 

reports of alfalfa weevil activity as well as some localized grasshopper outbreaks. Grasshoppers were 

reported in the North Battleford area of the province although not in numbers that would cause 

significant problems. Alfalfa weevils were reported to be a concern in some areas, particularly the 

northeast, north central, south central and southeast regions of Saskatchewan. Weevil populations were 

documented as being somewhat low in many fields in those regions and quite high in other fields, all in 

confined areas. It’s unclear as to why some fields supported high alfalfa weevil populations while other 

nearby fields seemed unaffected. 

Regarding disease pressure, there were relatively few reports of diseases affecting forage crops at the 

Ministry of Agriculture Crop Protection Laboratory this season, which is surprising given the cool, moist 

growing conditions. There was some evidence of purple eyespot affecting a timothy sample, as well as 

another incidence of a vascular issue impacting alfalfa, however relatively little activity was observed.  

There have also been few reported diseases such as ergot or fusarium affecting cereal crops used for 

greenfeed, however there have been anecdotal observations across the province. As the fall continues 
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and more producers are able to test their forages, it is anticipated that there may be an increase in the 

amount of disease that is reported and it may play a larger role in the coming months. As well, feed 

grain supplies are anticipated to be abundant this fall in Western Canada so testing for mycotoxins will 

be essential.  

There were few weed problems reported in forages, although weed infestations are a common 

occurrence, requiring continuous monitoring and control. Producers must remain vigilant in examining 

forage crops for noxious weeds such as leafy spurge, downy brome, scentless chamomile, and toadflax. 

With so much potential for weeds following the volumes of forage that moved long distances in 2015, it 

is anticipated that some issues will become apparent in the coming years.  

4. Saskatchewan Hay and Forage Freight Rates 

Hay transport rates continue to be variable across Saskatchewan although all hay transporters who were 

contacted mentioned that they have hauled almost no hay at this point, therefore these values are 

subject to change, depending on truck availability and a willingness for transporters to negotiate. This is 

a sharp contrast from last season when hay trucks were steadily hauling hay across Western Canada 

from August into December and later. Many hay transporters interviewed indicated a price range that 

they may be willing to haul hay for, and mentioned that they would work with producers depending on 

the number of loads that were hauled, the distance, and other factors. 

According to the Government of Saskatchewan’s 2016-17 Farm Machinery Custom and Rental Rate 

Guide for self-unloading bale movers (best suited for short hauls), an appropriate hourly custom rate of 

$184.65/hr is reported. In Saskatchewan, based on interviews, forage freight rates vary from a low of 

$4.25/loaded mile to a high of $9/loaded mile, although rates are reported by variable units as displayed 

in Table 2, including per hour, per kilometre, per mile, by distance, or by the number of bales hauled by 

a trailer (i.e. typically 34 bales per load). Similar to 2015, the most commonly reported value was 

$6/loaded mile in 2016. In 2016, the average hay transportation rate for Saskatchewan, based on 

eleven reported rates, was $6.31/loaded mile.  This is slightly higher than the average of $5.71/loaded 

mile as reported in 2015. It is important to note however, that in 2015, a lot of hay was moving and 

those values were representing real transactions, whereas in 2016, very few loads have been 

transported and values may change depending on demand for transport. Table 2 explains other freight 

rate metrics as reported. 

Table 2. Hay Transportation Costs in Saskatchewan as Reported by the Hour 

Condition of Measurement Rate per Hour 

14 bale, self-unloading, no distance specified $165/hr 

34-38 bales/load, no distance specified $185/hr 

Unspecified “short” haul, 34 bales/load $110/hr 

<50km distance, 34 bales/load $135/hr 

>96km (i.e. 60 mile) distance, 34 bales/load $125/hr 
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5. Current Saskatchewan Forage Prices by Crop and Sector 

In 2016, hay crop yields across Saskatchewan were around average or slightly better than average, 

depending on the crop, closely resembling yields experienced in 2013. Producers who started haying 

operations in June and early July had good cutting and drying conditions, however persistent rains 

throughout July, August, and into September caused delays in haying. There are reports that some 

producers are still haying late into September. 

Due to the delayed haying season, hay quality is reportedly poor to average. A lot of hay was rained on 

prior to baling, while other bales were baled at higher than appropriate moisture content as there were 

issues with high humidity and dry down time. Still other hay reached full maturity or beyond before it 

was baled, leading to high fibre, “stemmy” bales with few leaves. Many producers resorted to baling 

higher moisture forages and using a commercial preservative and there were a few listings noted for 

silage-wrapped bales. 

Demand for hay this season is relatively low and there are several listings of hay for sale, but very few 

settled transactions to report. There is a sense that buyers and sellers are waiting to see how the fall will 

progress. Some sellers are opting to hold onto the hay hoping it will gain value if the winter is 

exceptionally cold and snowy, as potential buyers may need to start feeding early, or may not be able to 

access forage still left in the field. Forage buyers also don’t seem eager to purchase feed, likely due to 

much lower than last year feeder and fat cattle prices, as well as the potential for a lot of feed grains to 

hit the market due to the later harvest.  

Price information was collected through phone and email surveys of livestock producers, hay producers, 

hay brokers, dairy farmers, auction marts, and feedlots. Data was also collected from electronic scans of 

online classified ads (i.e. kijiji.ca, hayexchange.com), Western Producer classified ads, Facebook hay 

trading pages and provincial and state government forage listing service. Simple and weighted averages 

are provided in Table 3. There were fewer listings noted compared with 2015 and few firm numbers 

compared with asking prices. Extensive phone interviews reveal that many sellers are unsure of what to 
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price their hay at and many people who were contacted had not received much interest from buyers to 

date. 

Table 3. Average 2016 forage prices in Saskatchewan  

Forage Type 

Weighted 
Average 

Price 
($/tonne) 

High 
($/tonne) 

Low 
($/tonne) 

Grass Hay $100.63 $149.91 $67.83 

First Cut Alfalfa $97.78 $132.28 $73.49 
Second Cut Alfalfa $127.36 $178.75 $93.70 

Alfalfa/Grass mix $103.85 $132.28 $60.00 

Greenfeed $94.60 $121.25 $63.82 

Cereal Straw $63.11 $73.49 $38.58 

Pulse Straw $40.08* $40.08 $40.08 

*simple average only was available for this commodity 

First and second cut alfalfa has a current weighted average $97.78/tonne and $102.06/tonne in 2016 

respectively, compared with $197.23/tonne and $232.33/tonne at the same time last year. The 2016 

values are similar to what was reported in 2013 and 2014. Alfalfa/grass hay has a weighted average of 

$103.85/tonne in 2016 compared with $177.35/tonne for the same time last year. All of these prices are 

a mix of asking and settled prices, with few settled transactions being reported. Based on interviews, it’s 

estimated that the asking prices are $10-15/tonne higher than what sellers would potentially settle for, 

particularly for the alfalfa/grass category, however many sellers are hoping the price will increase if 

winter conditions are challenging. 

Grass hay has a current 2016 weighted average value of $100.63/tonne compared to $162.98/tonne in 

2015. One value of $84.79/tonne was obtained for combined meadow brome grass, although this was 

not included in the average calculation as it was not representative of the other samples. The overall 

price of grass hay may be priced optimistically, however obtaining straight grass can be a challenge 

therefore this commodity may retain value compared with other more plentiful crops that may have an 

opportunity for second cuts. 

Greenfeed is currently calculated to have a weighted average of $94.60/tonne compared to its 2015 

price of $140.96/tonne. While not as high as last year, these values are higher than those reported in 

2013 and 2014. These prices were also calculated on crops including oats, barley, rye, millet, cereal 

mixes, and oats underseeded to newly planted hay. There were eight listings of greenfeed that were 

seeded alongside a new crop of hay and they may be responsible for an increased value of greenfeed as 

there may be additional nutritional value for these commodities. There was one listing for 2015 

greenfeed (which was not included in the average calculation) for $78.74/tonne as well as another 

listing, also omitted, for chickpea bales valued at $86.61/tonne. There is still a lot of unharvested crops 

so there may be more availability of greenfeed in the future which would put downward pressure on 
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greenfeed prices. Unlike 2015, there were no listings of 

yellowfeed or hailed crop residue in 2016 which many 

producers bought in the previous year to offset the high 

cost of alfalfa and grass hay.  

Cereal straw increased in value and in 2016 it is currently 

reported to have a weighted average of $63.11/tonne 

which is higher than its reported value of $47.99/tonne in 

2015. Interviewed producers indicated that it is 

challenging to find straw in some regions and it is a 

challenge to bale straw behind rotary combines. Also, as 

the harvest is still ongoing, the availability of straw may 

increase through the fall months which would put 

downward pressure on price. There was one listing for 

pulse straw and it was a simple average of $40.08/tonne. 

There were no listings noted for yellow sweet clover hay across the province. Often included as a stand-

alone crop, or used for green manure on organic farms, it is also sometimes included in newly planted 

hay stands or sold off organic farms if there is too much biomass to seed through.  

A comparison of forage prices from 2013-2016 can be viewed in Table 4 below with a graphical analysis 

in Figure 5.  

Table 4. Average weighted forage prices in Saskatchewan from 2013-2016 
 

2016 2015 2014 2013 

Forage Type Average Price 
($/Tonne) 

Average Price 
($/Tonne) 

Average Price 
($/Tonne) 

Average Price 
($/Tonne) 

Grass Hay $100.66 $162.98 $94 $82 

First Cut Alfalfa $97.78 $197.23 $98 $98 

Second Cut Alfalfa $127.36 $232.33 $118 $111 

Alfalfa/Grass Mix $97.98 $177.35 $86 $81 

Greenfeed $94.60 $140.96 $83 $79 

Straw $63.11 $47.99 $44 $46 

Yellow Sweet Clover - 192.90 - - 

Data Sources: Saskatchewan Forage Council 2013, 2014, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saskatchewan Forage Market Report, September 2016  15 
 

Figure. 5. Average Saskatchewan forage prices (in $/tonne) from 2013-2016 

 

A) Standing Hay 

There was very little private standing hay reported in 2016. There was likely a lot of standing hay that 

was harvested, however agreements are often on a mutual, long-term basis, between neighbours or 

farmers. Often, the buyer takes responsibility for cutting, baling and hauling the forage and then takes a 

previously agreed upon share of the hay. While some standing hay is sold by the acre, the values 

obtained through interviews were all sold on a per weight basis (i.e. 15% dry matter) after the hay was 

cut, baled, and weighed.   

Rates varied from 1.25 cents/lb in south east Saskatchewan to 1.5 cents/lb in west central Saskatchewan 

to 1.5-2 cents/lb in east central and southwest Saskatchewan. Typically 1.5 cents/lb was the rate for a 

first cut mixed alfalfa/grass hay stand and 2 cents/acre was the rate for a stand of second cut alfalfa hay. 

This is equal to $33-44/tonne. Assuming these stands yielded the 2016 provincial average of 1.5 

tons/acre (equivalent to 1.36 tonne/acre), this would result in a per acre amount of approximately $45-

60/acre.  

One standing rate for greenfeed was obtained and the asking price was 1.75 cents/lb which is equivalent 

to $38.58/tonne. Assuming this crop yielded the provincial greenfeed average of 2.2tons/acre 

(equivalent to 2 tonnes/acre), that would equate to approximately $77/acre. 

The cost of cutting and baling hay needs to be factored in as well when evaluating standing forage 

compared to baled forage. According to Saskatchewan’s 2016-17 Farm Machinery Custom Rate and 

Rental Guide, the approximate cost of cutting is $11.97/acre and the cost of baling is $10.54/bale. For a 
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crop that yields the provincial 2016 average of 1.5 tons/acre, the cost of cutting ($11.97/acre) and baling 

($17.57/acre) would be is approximately $29.54/acre in addition to the cost of the standing forage. 

B) Small Square Hay Bales 

Small square bales are typically sold on a per bale basis. The bales may be purchased by small-scale 

farmers, or recreational or acreage owners to be used to feed small numbers of livestock. Because of 

their smaller size and higher labour input for stacking and hauling, they are typically more expensive on 

a $/tonne basis than large round or large square bales. There were a lot of electronic listings for square 

hay and straw bales available across Saskatchewan in August and September in 2016. Most listings did 

not specify the bale weight, however small square hay bales typically weigh 50-70 lb and straw bales 

weigh approximately 40 lb. Table 5 demonstrates the average prices for small square hay and straw 

bales on a per bale basis. 

Table 5. 2016 Square bale asking prices across Saskatchewan 

Forage Type Average Price ($/bale) 

Alfalfa $6.50  

Alfalfa/Grass $4.89  

Grass $5.50  

Unspecified Hay $5.00  

Straw $2.13  

 

Generally, 2016 square bale values are lower than those reported in 2015 and are slightly higher than 

those values reported in 2014. 

C) Dairy Sector 

Dairy forage prices fluctuated across the province in 2016 although producers interviewed did not have 

any trouble sourcing forage this year. First cut hay was reportedly good quality, however some issues 

arose with second cuts and several dairy farmers indicated the forage was too poor to feed to dairy 

cows. Dairy hay was reportedly worth as low as $110.23/tonne for lower quality forage up to 

$165.35/tonne for very high quality hay with a high relative feed value (RFV). The average buying price 

of dairy quality hay in Saskatchewan in 2016 is $136.13/tonne. These farmers typically purchase their 

forage from the same source annually, or produce their own to use, therefore these values may be 

slightly lower than asking prices for similar forages.  

Dairy forage is often sold based on the RFV as reported in the nutritional analysis. An old rule of thumb 

was that dairy hay was worth $0.80/RFV unit, however in 2015, hay rose to a high of approximately 

$1.50/RFV unit. This year farmers indicated the current $/RFV has stabilized around $1/RFV unit which is 

demonstrated in the following calculation: 

140 RFV x $1.00/RFV unit = $140/ton or $154.32/tonne  

The average asking prices for dairy quality hay in Alberta and Manitoba in 2016 are $171.19/tonne and 

$154.32/tonne respectively.  

Silage yields were reported to be above average for barley, alfalfa, and corn. In 2016, dairy silage was 

valued on-farm at anywhere from $35-50/metric tonne for barley silage up to $55/metric tonne for corn 
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silage (all values reported in the bunk on a 35% dry matter 

basis). This is relatively similar in value to the 2015 silage 

crop which was valued from $38-44/tonne up to $47-

53/tonne.  

D) Organic Hay 

Attempting price discovery for organic hay in Saskatchewan 

proved to be a challenge. There were a few listings for 

organic hay although upon closer inspection, these listings 

were not certified organic, therefore they were omitted 

from this survey. 

Most registered organic hay producers, including all of the 

farmers interviewed, harvest their own feed to ensure it meets their organic status criteria. Few organic 

producers sell hay, preferring to retain any extra forage as carryover for the future.  

One Saskatchewan producer reported being paid $45/wet metric tonne for his certified organic forage 

and it is harvested and hauled away by the buyer. This represents a premium of 28% over what his 

conventional counterparts receive for a similar arrangement. Another producer, who doesn’t sell his 

forage, estimated that organic hay prices would be 25% higher than conventional hay and feed prices, 

although this was not able to be confirmed as there were no organic listings available in Saskatchewan 

in 2016. If that assumption was correct, 2016 organic alfalfa/grass mix hay could be valued at 

$129.81/tonne. One producer did have some 2015 organic forage available for sale and that was listed 

at $100.21/tonne for year-old hay.  

The nearest organic hay prices that could be obtained were in Alberta near Edmonton. The asking price 

for this listing was $82.67/tonne. Listings were also noted in British Columbia, and they ranged from 

$121.63-$141.72/tonne.  

E) Dehydrated Alfalfa and Timothy Products  

There are currently three dehydrated hay processing plants located in Saskatchewan. Producers 

supplying alfalfa to processing plants are paid per metric tonne following processing. For alfalfa 

dehydrated products (in some circumstances), the processing plant cuts, harvests and transports raw 

product to the plant for processing into dry pellets. The product is then weighed after processing and 

the person providing the alfalfa is paid $35/metric tonne. This price is unchanged from 2015. For 

suncured products (in some circumstances), the processing plant cuts, bales and transports the hay 

bales to the plant to be made into processed pellets. The pellets are then weighed after processing and 

the producer providing the forage is also paid $35/metric tonne, again unchanged from 2015 values. 

One operation purchasing hay for use in suncured pellet markets reported paying the same prices as in 

2015 which were $165/metric tonne for alfalfa, $210/metric tonne for timothy, and $180/metric tonne 

for utility hay, all freight-on-board (i.e. FOB) at the plant.  

Prices appear to have increased slightly for all processed products compared with values in 2015. It is 

important to note that these are wholesale prices and anyone looking to purchase these products may 

pay a different rate. 
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Dehydrated alfalfa pellets are processed from freshly chopped green alfalfa, sun-cured alfalfa products 

are derived from cured/baled alfalfa and cubes are derived from cured/baled forage as specified in 

product type. Products are sold by quality (i.e. protein content) and not all facilities offer similar 

products, however average prices are available in Table 6.  

Table 6. Saskatchewan 2016 processed alfalfa product prices 

Product Type Price Range 
($/Tonne) 

AVG Price 
($/Tonne) 

Quality 

Dehydrated Alfalfa Pellet** $240-350 $295.00 15% Crude Protein 

Dehydrated Alfalfa Pellet** $265-305 $285.00 17% Crude Protein 

Suncured Alfalfa Pellets* $285 $285 15-17% Crude Protein 

Organic Suncured Alfalfa* $350 $350 15% Crude Protein 

Dehydrated Alfalfa Cubes* $350 $350 15% Crude Protein 

Dehydrated Grass/Alfalfa Cubes* $400 $00 12% Crude Protein 

*One facility offers this product 

** Two facilities offer this product 

Regarding compressed timothy for export markets, no Saskatchewan facilities reported marketing this 

type of forage in 2016. A compressed hay facility in Alberta was contacted for price information and 

growing conditions. First cut was reasonable regarding yield and quality however second cut resulted in 

some low quality forage, including lower crude protein and lower RFV. Third cut has resulted in fairly 

reasonable yields and quality. Premium timothy is trading at $220-275/tonne and choice timothy is 

currently trading at $180-200/tonne.  

F) Silage 

Many producers are relying on silage to feed beef and dairy cattle and all producers interviewed were 

very happy with silage yields on alfalfa, barley and corn silage. Producers reported barley silage yields of 

8-13 tonnes/acre, and alfalfa silage yields of 1.7 tonne/acre. Corn silage was just starting at the time of 

this report. Early yield data looks to be quite favourable with reports of 10 tonne/acre or better, or 135 

bushel/acre estimated grain corn crops. It is anticipated that corn crops will be very good. 

Some producers reported transitioning away 

from baling dry hay and moving toward putting 

up silage this year due to the challenges with 

rain. While most silage values are reported in 

the pit, there were two standing values 

obtained, one for barley at $20/tonne (65% 

moisture) standing and another for corn at 

$35/tonne standing. The remaining silage values 

are reported as being priced in the pit, on a wet 

metric tonne basis (i.e. 65% moisture) and are 

not valued for buying or selling purposes but 

rather for calculating cost of rations or net 

worth.  
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In 2016, eleven feedlot and private producers reported their cereal silage (i.e. barley, rye) to have an 

average value of $43.50/tonne at the pit. Two operators valued their alfalfa silage to be worth an 

average of $37.50/tonne at the pit. Three producers valued their corn silage to be worth an average of 

$50/tonne at the pit. Other than alfalfa silage, these values are higher compared to $40/tonne which 

was reported in 2015. The cost of growing a crop for silage, including inputs such as seed, fertilizer, and 

crop protection products, as well as the cost to harvest, haul, pack and cover silage, all need to be 

factored in when developing a current valuation of silage in the pit or pile.   

A few producers still mentioned the “rule of thumb” for calculating silage values as taking the price of 

feed barley and multiplying it by a factor of 12 to obtain current silage values. Currently, feed barley is 

trading at $116.50/tonne (Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, 2016) which is approximately 

$2.53/bushel (Government of Alberta, 2016). Using the rule of thumb to estimate, barley silage would 

be valued at $26.16/tonne. This seems quite low compared with reported values, therefore perhaps this 

rule should not be considered an effective standard any more.  

6. Regional Forage Pricing Trends and Growing Conditions 

There was a slight variation in price listings between regions of Saskatchewan although not as noticeable 

as in 2015. A few general observations are that greenfeed prices are the cheapest in the southwest and 

south central parts of Saskatchewan however these regions pay the highest prices for straw. Straw is 

most affordable in east central Saskatchewan, while the single listing for alfalfa hay in that region came 

in at the highest across regions. Grass hay is reportedly highest in the central and west central parts of 

Saskatchewan and the lowest in northwest Saskatchewan. Table 7 demonstrates the price variability 

according to regions across Saskatchewan. 

Table 7. 2016 Saskatchewan forage crop prices by region 
 

$/Tonne 

Region of Saskatchewan Alfalfa* Grass Alfalfa/ 
Grass 

Greenfeed Straw 

South West & South Central $135.03  - $86.81  $77.16  $64.30  

South East $102.88 $92.59  $97.94  $90.26  $45.75  

East Central $178.75  $95.53  $96.06  $87.03  $41.34  

Central & West Central $126.83  $131.66  $102.88  $99.85  $48.98  

North West $105.64  $90.21  $118.09  $96.67  $49.51  

North Central & North East - - $98.33  $73.49  - 

*includes both first and second-cut alfalfa 

A) South Central and Southwest Regions 

Forages started growing early and the growing season turned out to be fairly wet throughout. First cuts 

of hay were typically baled up in good quality with average to above average yields, estimated to be 2-

2.5 tons/acre. For producers who delayed haying operations for whatever reason, or those trying to take 

a second cut, the weather was uncooperative and as a result there will be lower quality hay that was 

rained on or perhaps baled at a high moisture content. For producers who were very delayed in their 

haying, the stands grew mature which also reduced quality. 



Saskatchewan Forage Market Report, September 2016  20 
 

Hay inventory on hand was minimal in the south west region and average in the south central region. It 

is expected that producers will try to build up hay reserves from the 2016 season. 

In the southwest there were no major crop pests or diseases noted however there were isolated 

pockets of alfalfa weevil infestations noted above threshold levels in south central Saskatchewan. In a 

few cases, this prompted area producers to cut hay early and in some cases, apply insecticide. 

Hay prices are similar to those in 2014 and it is reportedly trading for anywhere from $70-100/ton in the 

southwest to $60-120/ton in the south central regions. This is equivalent to $66-$132/tonne. 

There was no notable difference in seeded forage acres in south central Saskatchewan, although the 

wet conditions proved to be a good opportunity for southern producers who seeded more acres to 

perennial forages.  

Area producers baled annual crops in these regions, particularly those crops that had disease issues (i.e. 

chickpeas, lentils, and durum) or water damage. There were also some very good corn crops in the area. 

Pastures are in good to excellent condition and have been stocked at full capacity. With grazing 

potentially available later this season, producers are taking the opportunity to keep cattle on grass as 

long as possible.  

B) South East Region 

The region started out relatively dry however rains started to fall in mid-May which were timely and 

saved the hay crop. Hay was delayed about two weeks later than normal, due to persistent, wet 

weather. Yields ranged from 1.25-1.5 tons/acre. The quality of hay varies this year, depending on how 

late it was cut and how much rain may have fallen on the swaths. There will be some producers 

choosing to take a second cut. 

There was not a lot of hay inventory left going into the growing season and many producers opted to 

plant cereal crops with an option to cut these crops for greenfeed, although it’s anticipated that much of 

that will be combined now.  

There was not a lot of alfalfa weevil activity reported although there were some high numbers on a few 

localized fields. Weevil populations have been highly variable and difficult to understand in the region.  

 

Hay prices are near long-term average values and standing rates vary from 1-3 cents/lb. Given the large 

grain crop and potential for availability of feed grains and screenings, it is predicted that feed prices will 
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be relatively low throughout the winter months. Producers may make use of the potential availability of 

pellets this winter rather than pay high prices for forages. Silage production in the southeast is also 

reportedly very good which reduces pressure on dry forages.  

Forage acres in the region have remained relatively stagnant with no real increase or loss in perennial 

forage cover. 

Pasture conditions vary. Given the moisture the region received this past season, pastures should be in 

good condition however it fluctuates depending on management regimes.  

C) East Central Region  

The weather was not very favourable in east central Saskatchewan for harvesting good quality hay. 

There was a lot of rain that fell in July and much of the hay cut during this time was rained on. Anyone 

who delayed cutting and baling due to rainy weather ended up baling late into August and beyond, 

which then caused quality issues due to maturity. Yields were average for the region and are estimated 

to be approximately 2.75-3.3 tons/acre. 

Silage production has increased in the region in the past year, likely because producers were looking for 

alternate methods of harvesting better quality forage in rainy weather. There was an increase in both 

chopped and baled silage in 2016.  

There was a small to moderate amount of hay retained going into the 2016 growing season. Producers 

were not especially concerned about low inventories as yields are average and there is an abundance of 

reasonable priced feed grains available. 

There is currently not a lot of hay moving in the area however predictions are that hay prices will be 

softer than they were in 2015. There was not a notable change in forage acres, either lost or gained in 

2016 in east central Saskatchewan. 

Producers put in average to above average acres of greenfeed crops this year. There is a lot of straw and 

crop residue available as well. 

Pasture conditions are rated as being sufficient to above average. Timely and in some cases plentiful 

rains fell. Pasture rates remain consistent at approximately $1/pair/day depending on the arrangement 

between the renter and the land owner. 

D) Northeast Region 

Harvest conditions in the northeast were relatively favourable through late June and into early July. Hay 

harvested during this time was in good condition as this coincided with early alfalfa bloom. The 

remainder of July was wet and hay harvested during this time was at risk of being rained on. Quality also 

declined due to the maturity of hay at that point. Yields are average for the region and second cut yields 

on stands that were cut early in the season were good. There isn’t a lot of silage in the region however 

based on grain crops, cereal silage yields are anticipated to be good. 

There were some issues attributed to alfalfa weevils in the region in 2016, particularly in the southern 

boundary of the northeast region. 
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Producers retained a good amount of hay going into the 2016 growing season, mainly due to the 

previous mild winter. Producers are expected to add to their inventories this year again. 

There is currently not a lot of hay moving in the northeast although some hay in the area is advertised at 

$60-80/ton which is equivalent to $66-$88/tonne. 

Producers are expected to have above average yields in green feed crops and there is also an abundance 

of straw in the region in 2016. 

There appears to be a slight increase in the number of acres seeded to perennial forage in the past year 

so that will be something to observe going forward. 

Pastures look good throughout the region and surface water is abundant. Pasture rates typically follow 

those of area community pastures and have remained relatively stable. 

E) West Central Region 

The winter period was quite dry in the region and hay prices remained high going into the spring. Hay 

started growing early in the season in the west central region. Dry conditions in the spring coupled with 

a mid-May frost caused concern among producers who worried that hay yields would be poor again in 

2016. June and July were wet, however, and yield concerns were somewhat alleviated although yields 

are still less than average. Average yields for the region range from 1-2 ton/acre. Similar to other 

regions, haying was delayed due to the wet weather in July that also extended into August. Hay quality 

was a concern as many swaths withstood at least one rain shower prior to baling. Producers who opted 

to wait until the weather stabilized, and cut and baled into August found that hay was past maturity, 

although haying conditions were better. Because of the delayed season, few second cuts were obtained. 

There is an increased uptake in feed testing in the region due to concerns over quality. 

Hay is currently listed at between $50-71/ton ($55-78/tonne) in the northern part of the region and $90-

110/ton ($99-$121/tonne) in the southern part of the region. It is anticipated that there will be some 

hay movement into the region, although producers are likely to supplement with pellets, grain or 

greenfeed bales depending on price and availability. 

Forage acres in the region are relatively stable, however it has been noted that there have been some 

acres of perennial forage lost to annual crops.  

Producers made use of alternative feeds this year, 

including increased greenfeed, haylage bales, as well as 

yellowfeed. Diseased crops such as lentils and peas, may 

be used for feed although there is concern surrounding 

implications for cattle health. There were no reports of 

insect damage, however diseases such as ergot and 

fusarium have been reported in cereals which cause 

concern not only in greenfeed and grain, but straw as 

well. 

Silage and bale wrapping is increasing in the region particularly because producers can harvest hay at a 

higher moisture rate, avoiding dry down during unfavourable weather. Barley silage is the preferred 

crop in the region. 
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Pasture conditions have improved since the spring when they were dry and lacking adequate carryover. 

Pastures are reported to be in fairly healthy condition and producers are hoping to retain carryover in 

tame and native pastures for the future. 

F) Central Region  

The region experienced a dry start to the growing season with little to no rainfall. This changed as the 

summer progressed with above average rainfall throughout June, July, and into August. Producers who 

harvested hay early in the season were able to put up good quality hay however favourable harvest 

conditions deteriorated into July and August and a lot of hay was rained on, lowering the quality. Many 

producers cut and baled hay late into August. Producers are recommended to conduct feed testing this 

year to ensure quality and toxicity levels are safe. A lot of producers are contemplating taking a second 

cut of hay, hoping to harvest better quality forages although they are approaching the critical harvest 

period where a second cutting within the 6 week window prior to a frost may cause winterkill. 

Yields are variable across the region although average yields are near the long-term average for the 

area. Yields range from 1-1.5 tons/acre for grass/alfalfa mix hay to 1.5-2 tons/acre for alfalfa hay. There 

has not been a lot of hay moving in the region to date and it is anticipated that producers will look to 

use greenfeed to bolster any shortcomings they may have. Advertised listings range from $77-$113/ton 

(equivalent to $85-125/tonne) with second cut alfalfa listed at $125/tonne. 

The previous winter was mild therefore producers did not use as much stored feed as anticipated. Hay 

supplies on hand are reported to be low to adequate across the region.   

The number of acres of forages seeded this season is unknown however based on requests for 

information and uptake on forage seeding applications through Agri-Environment Group Plans, it 

appears that there will be several hundred acres seeded to forage this year. Most establishments were 

successful this year given the moist conditions. 

Grain crops in the region are fair to good and straw should be available, although grain producers are 

not always willing to drop the straw for baling. It’s anticipated that straw will be worth approximately 

$15-20/bale. Greenfeed matured quickly in some cases and there may be issues with rain, high starch, 

nitrates and mold. Greenfeed yields range from below average to near average. 

There continues to be an interest in silage, both bunk silage and baled silage, particularly because of the 

flexibility to harvest during moist conditions. There was an increase in wrapped bales and tube silage 

and would perhaps be more acres harvested for silage if there were more custom silage harvesters in 

the area. 

Pasture conditions are mostly in good condition with some reported in fair condition. Pastures 

responded positively to summer rains although carryover will be an issue for some fields. The effects of 

early season dry conditions may be noted next year on the pastures that did not receive effective rest 

during the grazing season. Grazing rates have been relatively static across the region at $1-

1.10/pair/day.  

G) Northwest and North Central Regions 

The season started off slightly dry which brought area yields down to average. Producers who started 

haying in June experienced good harvest conditions and were able to cut and bale hay with no rain, 
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resulting in high quality forage. Rain started falling in late June, with showers in July and August, which 

compromised hay quality for producers attempting to hay during that time. Producers were pushed to 

hay late into August and even September in some cases due to weather however feed value and quality 

was reduced because of advanced maturity. Yields ranged from 1-3+ tons/acre, and some producers are 

anticipating a good second harvest. There has not been a lot of hay movement to date and it’s expected 

that prices will be average and worth approximately around $60/ton (or $66/tonne). 

In the northwest region there were no significant problems attributed to alfalfa weevils however there 

were reports of grasshoppers which may be something to watch for next spring. In the North Central 

region, there was weevil activity reported west of Prince Albert but it was localized.  

Producers had some hay inventory on hand going into the 2016 growing season, due to the previously 

mild winter, although this carryover is likely low quality and not expected to have an impact on prices 

for the current season.   

It’s uncertain as to how many acres were seeded to forage in these regions however there was no 

obvious change noted. There is program uptake by producers to seed erodible cropland to hay however 

this may be part of a producers’ rotation and the land may be rotated back into cropland after a few 

seasons.  

Producers in the region typically rely on greenfeed. Sourcing straw or other alternate feeds and crop 

residues is not usually a problem. Harvesting greenfeed was a challenge for producers this year due to 

the high humidity and wet weather, so yellowfeed was considered as an alternative.  

Silage was embraced by producers who viewed it as a viable option for putting up quality hay in spite of 

wet and humid weather. It appears that more producers are utilizing it. There has been an increased 

interest in corn used for silage as well.  

Pasture conditions are typically good across both regions with adequate surface water. Pasture rates are 

generally unchanged. 

7. Forage Price Trends in Neighbouring Jurisdictions 

Haying conditions in Alberta were similar to those of Saskatchewan this past season. First cuts obtained 

in June were relatively good with cooperative weather yielding high quality hay. Anyone obtaining a 

second cut or a later first cut were challenged with wet weather, high humidity and poor quality forage. 

Crude protein and relative feed values are lower in analysed samples from these forages. It’s expected 

that hay yields will be above average for the province but quality will be lacking. Some producers are 

reported to still be haying and stands are fully mature, again compromising quality. Producers resorted 

to making bale silage or wrapping bales to deal with the challenging hay harvest. Producers are 

harvesting greenfeed although quality may also be negligible. There is an increased interest in reducing 

feed costs by using alternate forages therefore producers are planning on incorporating fall stockpiled 

grazing, swath and bale grazing. The trade is slow and there is a lot of inventory across Alberta. Sellers 

are reportedly asking a high price for low quality forage and buyers seem to be waiting to see what the 

winter is like before purchasing forage.  

Manitoba also experienced a similar season as Saskatchewan. There were reports of frequent rains 

throughout the growing season which caused a delayed hay harvest. Yields across much of the province 
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are reportedly average to above average however hay quality is low due to excess moisture and swaths 

that were rained on. Some regions had delayed first cuts which then delayed second cuts of hay into the 

critical harvest period (6 weeks prior to a killing frost). Other regions struggled to get a first cut of hay 

harvested at all and high humidity remained a problem. Many producers wrapped bales to facilitate 

harvest and preserve whatever quality they could. Native hay is still being harvested although saturated 

soils have caused delays with that as well in some areas. Greenfeed and cereals have been cut or will be 

cut soon and yields are greater than anticipated (Manitoba Forage and Grassland Association, 2016). 

 

Manitoba hay prices have been quite variable 

possibly because there is a variety of high and 

low quality forages available for sale. Also, as 

producers finish baling their first, second, or 

third cuts of hay, they will have a better idea of 

their needs and prices will be reflective of that.  

Montana generally experienced a very open 

winter last year and spring arrived early in 

2016. It was warmer than average and there 

were timely spring rains. First cut hay harvest 

was relatively good and rainy weather caused some issues for second cut hay harvest although not as 

much was rained on as in other years. Alfalfa weevils caused trouble in western and eastern parts of the 

state and some forage seed producers also complained of lygus bugs. As the summer continued, it was 

warmer for longer than normal which caused some problems and Eastern Montana turned dry, resulting 

in lower than average yields. In some cases, producers didn’t cut any hay at all due to the dry weather. 

The pastures were brown, however recent fall rains have helped alleviate some of the pressure. Some 

Montana producers will struggle to make it through the winter with the forage they have.  

North Dakota experienced similar growing conditions with a dry and early spring. The southwest portion 

of the state continues to experience drought, with the far west and southern sides hardest hit. Hay 

yields were between 40-60% of normal and some producers did not even conduct a hay harvest at all. 

Areas that were spared drought had diminished first cut yields and the hay quality of second cuts was 

negatively impacted by the persistent wet summer weather. Areas that did have decent hay crops 

ended up dealing with alfalfa weevil infestations. Many producers reported applying pesticides to ward 

off the damage only to have their hay crops damaged by repeated hail storms. In general, hay quality is 

low and North Dakota extension staff are urging producers to obtain feed analyses to ensure they will 

meet the nutrient requirements of their cattle. 

The reduced cattle market stateside is also causing American producers to hold off on purchasing feed 

or pursuing a third cut. Demand is reported to be light to moderate for hay particularly in Montana and 

it is anticipated producers are waiting until calves are sold or prices moderate before they buy forage. 

(United States Department of Agriculture, 2016). 

The following table demonstrates price averages for various forage types across Western Canada and 

Montana and North Dakota. The table is based on data collected from a variety of online sources, 

including the respective government forage listing services, kijiji.ca, hayexchange.com and others. 
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Table 8. 2016 Forage prices in adjacent provinces and states (reported in CDN$/tonne) 

*includes first and second cut alfalfa 

**American prices have been converted to CDN currency values as at Sept 26, 2016 ($1USD = $1.32CDN) 

Generally, asking prices for hay in 2016 are almost half of what they were at this time last year in 

Alberta. The exception is straw, which is about 15% lower than 2015 asking prices, and greenfeed, which 

is about 35% lower than what it was priced at in 2015. In Manitoba, 2016 prices are much lower than 

those reported in 2015, with the exception of straw which has increased by around $4/tonne this year.  

Montana prices are lower in 2016 than they were reported in 2015 with the exception of straw, which is 

approximately $5.50/tonne higher this year than last. In North Dakota, hay commodities including 

alfalfa/grass, grass, and straw are priced higher in 2016 than they were in 2015, which is likely attributed 

to the drought that affected southwest North Dakota as well as issues related to alfalfa weevils and hail. 

In September, 2015, 1 USD = 1.322 CDN which is almost exactly what the conversion rate is in 

September of 2016. Hay in the United States is typically valued in USD/ton. If we were to compare hay 

prices in those terms, 2016 asking prices in the US are currently lower than they were in 2015 and 

similar to lower when compared with reported values in 2014. 

8. Saskatchewan Pasture Rates 

Pasture rates vary greatly depending on the arrangements made between the livestock owner and 

landowner, as well as whether the rental agreement is a long-term or short-term arrangement. Cattle 

producers interviewed often indicate a preference toward long-term leasing arrangements and many 

pay to install fencing and invest time and money in maintenance provided they have the opportunity to 

rent the pasture from one year to the next. Other arrangements involve supervised grazing (i.e. 

landowner supervises and/or moves cattle, maintains fence). Some agreements may dictate a minimum 

number of days that cattle must be pastured, while other agreements, such as custom grazing, involve 

the landowner treating cattle for illness, arranging for breeding, and providing salt and mineral. 

The current average private pasture rate in Saskatchewan for yearling cattle is $0.72/head/day, with a 

range in rates from $0.65/head/day up to $0.76/head/day. The current average pasture rate for pairs is 

$1.09/pair/day across the province, with a range in rates from $0.80/pair/day up to a high of 

$1.50/pair/day. 

Some producers report renting aftermath grazing in the fall (i.e. crop residue, stubble grazing). 

Producers pay anywhere from $0.40/head/day for lower quality stubble grazing up to $0.65/head/day 

Forage 
Type 

Alberta Manitoba Montana** North Dakota** 
Price 

Range  
Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Price 
Range 

Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Price 
Range 

Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Price 
Range 

Avg Price 
($/Tonne) 

Alfalfa* 
$110.23
-220.46 

$158.41 
$88.18-
132.28 

$113.83 
$160.05-
$220.47 

$176.62 
$100.03
-174.61 

$140.65 

Alfalfa/
Grass 

$76.31-
154.32 

$116.28 
$45.93-
118.10 

$89.04 
$135.80-
203.70 

$176.76 
$138.23
-160.05 

$147.93 

Grass 
$88.18-
121.25 

$104.72 
$55.11-
104.43 

$79.87 
$138.23-
218.26 

$178.24 
$160.05
-167.32 

$163.69 

Straw $66.14 $66.14 
$33.07-
33.92 

$33.63 
$47.28-
101.85 

$74.57 
$72.76-
116.40 

$94.58 

Green-
feed 

$71.32-
165.35 

$110.05 
$68.89-
110.23 

$87.97 
$109.12-
174.61 

$140.66 
$101.85
-116.40 

$109.12 
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for high quality residue although these rates vary greatly depending on water availability, quality of 

fence, shelter and quality of residue available for cows. 

The Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture administrates a Crown Lease program whereby producers 

rent grazing land, typically on a long-term basis. Lease rates are set annually using a market driven 

formula that takes into consideration the price of cattle the fall prior to the grazing season. For example, 

the 2017 Crown lease rates will be based on the 2016 calf market. Given the market has dropped 

approximately 30% since the same time last year, it is anticipated that lease rates will follow suit and 

drop for 2017.  

Rates are set using Animal Unit Months (AUMs) which is the amount of forage a 1000 lb cow, with or 

without a calf, can consume in one month. 

Recently lease rates were $6.42/AUM in 2014, increased (as a reflection of the record high calf prices) 

up to $11.19/AUM for the 2015 grazing season, and are currently set at $10.87/AUM for 2016. As the 

grazing rates are based on AUM’s, each pasture is rated at an appropriate carrying capacity, which will 

vary according to ecoregion. For example, in the dry brown soil zone, native prairie grassland pasture 

carrying capacity, at the very best, will support 0.25 AUM/ac; the moist brown zone will support 0.35 

AUM/ac; the dark brown soil zone is rated on average at 0.45 AUM/ac; and the black soil zone is rated at 

0.55 AUM/ac.  

Using the dry brown soil zone as an 

example, a 160ac pasture at 0.25 AUM/ac 

will support approximately 40 (1000 lb) 

cows for 1 month. Given that cows in 

Western Canada are larger, a rule of 

thumb is to assume one adult cow is 

equal to 1.4 AUMs, which would mean a 

160ac pasture stocked at 0.25 AUM/ac, 

could support 28 cows for one month, 14 

cows for 2 months, or 7 cows for 4 

months. Rated at 0.25 AUM/ac, that 

pasture will cost 40 x $10.87/AUM or 

$434.80 to rent for the grazing season 

(this rate does not include taxes). If the 

producer chooses to manage a herd of 7 cows there for 4 months (or 120 days), that equates to a rate of 

$0.51/hd/day. The leaseholder is also responsible for paying the land taxes and improvements over and 

above that fee. Taxes and improvement costs will vary according to each situation. AUM ratings also 

vary for tame grass pasture and will be higher than those for native prairie rangeland as they are 

deemed to support more cows. 

The Ministry of Agriculture also administrates a community pasture network called the Saskatchewan 

Pasture Program (SPP). Rates are reviewed annually, and livestock producers have to apply to be 

patrons in the pasture and meet a variety of criteria. The SPP has many benefits and challenges, as 

reported by producers. The SPP looks after breeding and health management of the animals while they 

are at the pasture, which is typically for a 5-6 month grazing season, however cattle are comingled with 

other herds, meaning individual patrons must adhere to a strict herd health program and brand cattle 
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entering the system. Rates for the 2016 season were set at $0.66/cow/day, with a season price of 

$35/calf. Patrons can supply bulls, thereby reducing their bull breeding fees, however grazing rates of 

$0.70/bull/day apply. Patrons will also be charged additionally for veterinary treatments, salt and 

mineral and municipal taxes which can add a minimum of $18/cow/season to the overall cost. 

The Agri-Environment Services Branch is currently phasing out the former PFRA Community Pasture 

system, which was a federally-managed community pasture program. Each year, a number of pastures 

are transferred to the provincial government and will continue to be the case until all pastures are 

transitioned across the province by 2017.  

Similar to the SPP, the federal community pasture program runs for about five months of the year and 

patrons must apply annually. Current grazing rates for the pastures are $0.55/head/day for breeding 

cattle, $0.70/head/day for bulls and a flat rate of $30/calf for the season. Veterinary treatments are 

extra, as are breeding fees.  
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